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has been often grieved to ſee fuct 


a new fort of Chriſtianity pub- 


crifice of our bleſſed Saviour, and the 


3 I ſanctifying Operations of the Holy Spi- 


it. which in bis Efteem are two of the 
3 chief Glories of the Gofpel. He humbly 
I Hopes it was a fincere Zeal for thoſe mo- 
= mentous Truths that ſet his Pen at work, 
dial Senſe of he Iyfiverce which theſe 
Puli have. upon alnigſt all that Piety 

and Virtue which can be called Chriſtian, 


He leaues it to more learned W. riters 70 
VAanage this Controverſy in a Way of it wal 
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iſbed and propagated in the 
Horld, as leaves out the propitiatory Sa- 
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i The PREFACE. 


or exatt Connexion, which would be ex- * 


pected in a fet Diſcourſe ; let it be remem- 


ber'd that this Book is but a fort of Con- 
verſation-piece among 4 few privat. 
Friend, udo pretend not to Theolgics! | 


Accuractes. 


A to the Names introduced in thi: 


Converſation, they are not defigned to re- 


if any of my Readers ſhould find their ow: | 
Principles and their Character deſcribed © 


under the Sentiments of Agrippa or Cave- 
nor, the Author intreats them to believe 
that they are the Perſons for whoſe fake he 
took this Pains, and he begs the Favour © | 


them to read without Prejudice or Par- 
trality, and with a Temper of Mind ſuit- 
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and regular Diſpute. He hath choſen thi: felt, 


manner of publiſhing his Sentiments, with | 
ſome hope that they may be better accepts 
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The PREFACE v 
FI and that they would make Scripture 
bei, only Judge of Truth and Error in 


this Debate. And may the good Spirit of 
Cod render this little Diſcourſe uſeful to put 


en. 
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THE 
Sacrifice of CHRIST, 
* M N THE 


9 Jperations of the SPIRIT, Oc. 2 


3 SEC. 

1 , * f | 9 

e Introduction, or AG RIP P A's Creed 
= recited and Opp ofe d : 


SEN > there no other way to de- 
Wil fend Chriſtianity, ſaith Pau- 
rn to his Friends, Is there 
Way no other Way to refute the 
BY YA Civils of the Deift, but by 
=== yicliing up the peculiar Glo- 
Jes of the Goſpel? Can it never be vindi- 
Ned as Divine, unleſs we reduce it almoſt 
=D the mere Dictates of the Light of Na- 
we, with Jeſus Chriſt ſet at the Head of 
zem only as a great Prophet? Many a 
oubter is not gone ſo far from Chriſtianity 
SO B as 


2 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. ]. J 
as to deny the Facts on which our holy Re. 
ligion depends; and they will allow that the 


he appears in Company. A few Weeks ago 4 


= 


Chriſtian Religion in general is ſupported by 
theſe Facts, which have been deliver'd down 'J 
to us by a notorious and inconteſtable man- 
ner of Evidence : But the ſpecial and 1 impor- 


tant Doctrines of this Religion, ſuch as the #: 
Sacrifice of Chriſt as a proper Atonement fi- 2 
Sin, and our Sanctificalion by the Holy Spirit, * 


which are taught ſo frequently and ſo express. 
ly in the New Teſtament, carry ſomethin: 8 
in them ſo diſguſtful, not only to the Reliſt . 
of our modern Infidels in general, but aloe 
to the Prejudices of ſome who profeſs Chri-. 
ſtianity, that they would fain evade theft 
Truths, and quit themſelves of them by ſul 
a Conſtruction as really deſtroys them. Agri” 


pa is a Chriſtian of this Stamp, a Gentleman, "F* 


as I am told, of no conſiderable Eſtate ; but I 
*tis ſaid, he makes a ſhining Figure whe 1 8 


* 
own, 
—— 
me «4 © 


I ſaw a Scheme of his Goſpel, and was in. on 
form'd *tis the general Senſe of many of rl ' bet 
Acquaintance both in Town and l en 
I have the Paper here, and he expreſſes hi Y 
Creed in the following Words. 

« When the Gentile Nations had loſt " 
Knowledge of the true God and his Wor- 
ſhip, and buried it under an immer 
Load of ſuperſtitious Follies 3 when 
they had baniſhed a great part of Mo. 


rality from their Minds as well | 
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when 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 3 
their Practice, the Bleſſed God thought 


proper to ſend his own Son from Heaven 
to reſtore it. When the Jes, who were 


a People favour'd with many divine Re- 
velations, had turn'd their Religion into 
Superſtition, by reſting upon the mere 
Ceremonies of it with the neglect of mo- 
ral Virtues and inward Piety, God deter- 


min'd this Great Reformer ſhould be of 


their Nation. When the whole World 
of Mankind was grown thus horribly de- 
generate, it pleaſed God to ſend this moſt 
glorious Perſon 7e Chriſt into this 
World with peculiar Commiſſion to re- 
ſtore the Religion of Nature, the Know- 
ledge of the one true God and his ſpiri- 
tual Worſhip, inſtead of a Load of Ce- 
remonics, whether human or divine, and 
to teach the Nations true Virtue and Piety 
without Superſtition : He was ſent to aſ- 
ſure Men oi the Pardon of their Sins up- 
on Repentance {which indeed they knew 
betore, or their Reaſon might have taught 


em, but not quite ſo clearly) and to tell 


them that after Death Men ſhould be 
call'd to account for their Behaviour in 
this Life, and that a future State of long 
Miſery ſhould attend the Wicked, and 2 
fair and laſting Scene of Happineſs was 


Provided for thoſe who were Virtuous. 
This indeed, faith he, Reaſon teaches us 
| B2 1 rs OO, 


coming, into the World for the Reforma. E 


was condemn'd by the Jews, and cruc:- 4 , 


cal Phraſes, of which the Jets were cx 
tremely fond, ſuch as redeeming us by be 


| becauſe by his Death he vindicated and 


«© Before he left the World he appointed 4 


The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. 1 3 
too, but the Goſpel ſuperadds the Reſur- | "2 


rection of the Body. 
« And further, that this glorious Perſon | 


tion of it when it was ſo dreadfully co 1 3 
rupted, and preaching in oppoſition 1 
the groſs Errors and Iniquities of the Age 1 
it could not be expected that he ſou! il 


eſcape their Rage and Malice : Thus at 


fe 
Fe 
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fied by the Romans, This Death of cir; 
on the Croſs was a noble Teſtimor) 
which he gave as a Martyr to the Do. 1 
ctrines which he preach'd; and it is dig 4 
nified after the Jewiiſh and Eaſtern manner ' 

with grand Expreſſions in the New Te. 
ſtament, and repreſented in many far | : 


5 2 2 2 : , 
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. Br 5 8 ES, wy 85 he 
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Blood, and making Atonement for Sin, &c. E : 


ſealed that Doctrine, which taught the a!- 
ſured Pardon of Sin upon Repentance, and | of 
the Recovery of Sinners by new Obedience 

to the Favour of God and Eternal Life. 


two Ceremonies, (viz.) Barre m and the 
Lord's Supper; the firſt by waſhing with 
Water to repreſent to us that we 1 4 
be waſh'd from our Sins,. e. we mutt 
repent and be reformed, and live.a nc 


Life if ever we would be pardon'd and! 
ſaved; 


" 


46 
>rion 
Nec 
rnid 
TT: 
CO. - 
(e 
n 0 
Ag : : CL 
_—_ 7: 
LOU ©! 
1 
Us H. 

: CL 
uc. 
= - > 

| A | - 

: * ja cc 
v5 „ 
dig- 
: - 5 S>> 
anner 
Kc 

1 - 
20 i- 8 
by 7 

Kc. 

C. 
* 1 
J and] 
he a-. 

i 
e, ani 
dienc | 
Late. | 
O1NT2. 

; : * 
1d the. 
3 WIra 
muſt f 


> mull 


a ne 
d anlfi 
aved 5 


to Heaven, to intercede 


a the Operations of 18 Split. 6 


ſaved ; and the /econd by cating Bread and 
drinking Wine, to put us in mind that 
Jeſus Chrijt the Reformer of the World 
died in Vindication of this Doctrine of 
Pardon of Sin upon Repentance, and to 
confirm the Diſcoveries of this Mercy 


to ſinful Men. 


« After this he roſe again from the Dead, 
gave his twelve chief Diſciples a little 
further Inſtruction about propagating this 
general Reformation; then he aſcended 
for Men, and to 
rule over them, and afterward furniſhed 
the Apoſties with miraculous Powers, on 
purpole to awaken the Attention of the 


* World to the Rules of Virtue and Good- 


neſs, Which they ſhould teach them in 
the Name of Jeſus their Maſter : And 
therefore we are ſaid, in the New Teſta- 
ment, to be ſandtiſied by the Holy Spirit, 


© becauſe the Miracles wrought by the Gifts 


yond all this, 1 


of the Spirit rouzed a ſtupid World into 
* Conſideration, 


and alſo did fomething 
toward the Confirmation of thoſe Truths 
which Mankind were exhorted to conſi- 
der in order to their Reformation and 
Salvation. 

He concludes his Paper thus: New if 


any Man has any othcr Creed made up of 
. 


Notions and a a which goes be- 


affirm that he draws 


more out of his Bible than God ever put 
B 3 


6 into 


6 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec. | 


cern'd that any Man who profeſs'd him 


company, he repeated his Concern and 200 


into it; and tho? I will never be ange Latt 

with him, ſays Agrippa, for believing a I Re 
more than I, yet I cannot but laugh J Jon 
* him for a firong Believer > 1 dare pre finc 

«© nounce boldly he is not juſt of my Nell 1 A 
“ gion, nor can I be of his; and if in 1 

ce thinks me but almoſt a Chriſtian, 1 thin] 1 abe 

* him gone as much beyond Chriſtianity.” | nou 

Paulinus was a Gentleman of Piety a Nes 


great Zcal for the Goſpel of Chriſt. til 00 


lived far in the Country, and was much r hen 
tired from the World. Tho? he held = | eve 
Acquaintance with Criticks and learned = Kea 
thors, yet he read his Bible with more Cor J 


ſtancy and Application, and learned hi tim. 


Kcligion thence. He was pretty well ve 4 Y bc; 1 


ſed in the Writings of St. Paul, but he " a vi 
heard or known very little of Azrippa or hi pel « 


Sentiments till laſt March: Then he cam hie 


to London, which he had not ſeen for ten f coul 
twelve Years before, and happen'd to gei JF <201 
fight of this New Creed. As ſoon as 0 the 

had read it, he was much ſurpriz'd and col knew 


his ! 
upor 
with 
with 
Fool 
Belie 
this 

And 
teach 


a Chriſtian ſhould loſe ſo much of his Faid 
but was much more grieved when he founi 
by further Converſation, that this was 
Chriſtianity which was now growing in vogug : 
and upon his Repetition of this Creed if 


M.uſt then (ſaid he) the glorious Goſpel 
our bleſſed Saviour be narrow*d and curt: Th 


ten ON 
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nd co 
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111: 


Faid 


e found 
Was 0 
n vogul 
5 Ws 
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1 
curtail 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 9 


dat this rate, and reduced almoſt to the mere 
1 Religion of Nature? I acknowledge indeed, 

fand J glory in it, that the Goſpel which J 
find in the New Teſtament contains every 
„Article of Natural Religion, and includes 
de in it every thing that Reaſon can teach us 
FF about God or Virtue. The Man who re-. 
nounces any one Point of the Religion of 
and Rea/on, fo far renounces Chriſtianity allo, for 
i the Doctrine of the blefled Zejus compre- 
e hends every part of it, and confirms it for 
+ ever. But when the Light of Nature and 
8 Reaſon, in this fallen and degenerate State, 
had appear'd by the long and painful Expe- 
FF r1ments of fo many Ages and Nations, to 
be ineffectual to reform, to ſanctify and fave * 


a vicious World, Was not the glorious Goſ- 


JF pel of Chriſt brought in to do that for us 
which the Light of Reaſon and Nature 


could not do? Was it not made manifeſt 
enough. by the Jargon and wild Opinions of 
the Philoſophers that the World by Wiſdom 
knew not God, nor the right Way to recover 
his Favour or his Image? And was it not 
upon this View that God ſent his Apoſt les 
with the Meſſage of a crucified Chriſt, and 
with that Doctrine which the Greeks called 
Foolifhneſs, to ſave the poor and the humble 
believer? Was not the Son of God ſent into 
this World to be the Saviour of ſinful Men? 
And was he ordained to ſave them only by 
teaching them over again the Doctrines- 

B 4 which 


which Philoſophy or Reaſon teaches ? . 
ſurely: 


ſufficient to reſtore him after his Fall, Bu: 1 
Chrift was ſent, if we will believe the Goſpel, 


of Nature could not do, in that it was went 
thro our 225 7, e. thro' our Incapacity 0! 0: 


be facrificed for the Sins of Men, i. e. to 3 


Holineſs, by the inlightning and perſuaſive 
| Belief and Practice of the Natural Law of 


of Chrift, Rom. iii. 25. ſeeking Fuſtification 


renew and ſanctity us, and to help us in our 


and Hope of the Reſurrection of the Body and F 


8 The Sacr ifice of Chriſt, Sect. | 


Theſe Doctrines were made org: 
ially for innocent Man, and were found in- 


to do that for us which the Law and Ligi 1 


ulfilling it 


: He was ſent down to die and |. 

ranſom or redeem Men, who by their Sins 
had deſerved Death, and to turn their ſinful! Ml 
or vicious Hearts to the Love of God and 


Influences and effectual Operations of his . 
Holy Spirit, to lead them not only into the I. 
Pier 
God, but allo to teach them ſome new Do- |... 

. I . 3 . ö 3 Lcarty 
ctrines and Duties, ſuch as Faith in the Blood lerart 


before God not by any Law of Works, but Mog. 


the Righteouſneſs or Obedience and Death of uch 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 11,14. Rom. v. 9, 10, ar 
18, 19. Love and Obedience to Chriſt as our Hf neu 
Lord and Saviour, Jobn xiv. 15. Hed. er p 
Praying for the Spirit of God to e | ms 
Pr our 
uo 
5 Fry < 
ould 
t bee 


Addrefles to God and every Duty, John iii. 
5, 6. Luke xi. 1,13. Rom. vill. 26. Lov: 
to our Enemies by the Example of Chriit, 


Eternal Life — his Death and Riſing 


again, 


ay, 


and the Operation of the Spirit. 9 


Ks 1 gain, and his everlaſting Interceſſion, Rom. 


15 2 iii. 11, 24. 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23. Heb,” vii. 
Bur es. Theſe are Articles which the Light of 
del, 1 ature knows nothing of, and ate. ſhall 


*Fertainly iſſue in the Salvation of thoſe who 
icht pelicve and practiſe them. 
% Thus ſpake Paulinus in the Company of 
9 ee of his Friends. Cavencr and Ferventio 
cy Pere both preſent ; the former had lately im- 
end | Hive the Opinions of Agrippa ſecretly, but 
ee widſt his new Doctrines he found ſome 
oy Eg) oubtings ftill, and was ſollicitous and cau- 
ane {ous about his Salvation: Ferventio was a 
111 65 Nortal Enemy to theſe Opinions, and main- 
f his ined the common Articles of Faith with a 
' 5 arm and vehement Zeal, There was ano- 
ot er Man in Company, one Chariſtes, a 
Do- 7 Pearty C Hriſtian, and a Perfonof known Mo- 
Blood ration in religious Diſputes : Ferventio had 
2 tle Knowledge of him indeed, but he lived 
ut /) Poſt-times in Panne Houſe, and was 
1 of uch in eſteem with Cavenor. 
10% lam ſorry, ſays Chariſtes, that ſuch ſort 
ou Bi new Chriſtianity as Agrippa's Creed ſhould 
V. 9. er prevail among us. Ay, fays Ferventio, 
ten, ich anger in his Looks, Tis fad indeed, 
- ai. r our old Religion is quite ſpoil'd by it and 
. J ltroy'd. Why ſhould either of you be 
Leb rry or angry, anſwer'd Cavenor, if this 
chr Ut; Would appear to be the Truth, tho' it has 
y 0/0 Wt been the current Sentiment of ourFathers? 


510 
en ray, good Paulinus, now you have tod 
Ar; } bY . B 5 Us 


which has been exhibited and continued if 
every Religion that God has made: 


10 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. 1 
as your own Belief, tell us what you would*i2y 1 2 
to ſuch a Man as Ari rippa, to make it eviden Cre 


to his Reaſon, that your Creed is the t. cat. 


Religion taught by Chr/# and his Apoſt! Na 
and chat his is not ſo ? the 

Alas, replied Paulinus with a little warnt ſet 
What can be ſaid to a Man who will not He ofte 


| lieve his own Eyes and Ears? A Man w M 7 Go 


hears and reads ſo many glorious ee and 


ſcatter'd throughout the Goſpels and EA. 


ſtles, which dictate to him the ſpecial ai.Þ our 


5 peculiar Leſſons of Chriſtianity, and vo owr 
will not receive them? Does not the Ne. i Whi 


Teſtament ſpeak in moſt expreſs Languase of! 
and that very frequently, cf the Propitia: rm 
of Chriſt for our F ins? Muſt this bleſſed Lo 


S 
— 


ctrine of Grace be entirely left out of plai 


laſt and moſt perfect Edition of a Goſps 11 
made for Sinners, tho? it was put into all :1 
foregoing Editions of it in Emblem, and will 
foretold and prefigur'd by all former Dil : 
penſations? Is it not held forth to a gut 
World by the Sacrifices which attended eve! i 
Diſpenſation of Grace till Chriſt came? A 
is not the Lord's Supper an appointed id, 
morial of it under the Diſpenſation of . 
And muſt Agrippa make a new Religior: f 


| 


us, by baniſhing this important Arti 


Ka 


"Me" ee hg 


Yang 


aels, 

Where is the Doctrine of Fuſtiſication "ec I 
Faith i in the Name of Chriſt,or F orgivenels /- gg 
Fail 
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Id Faith in bis Blood, to be found in Agrippa's 


71dent 


tree 


rn th 
often aſſures us, can never juſtify us before 
God? Muſt the Regeneration, Renovation 
eſſion g and Sanctification of our Souls by the Holy Spi- 
| Ev: 
our Inclinations from Vice to Virtue by our 
| own mere Conſideration of thoſe Truths in 
which Chriſt inſtructs us as a great Reſtorer 


} 
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al ai 
ea firm®d by the Miraculous Powers of the 
ed Do oly Spirits? Is this all the Meaning of thoſe 
plain Expreſſions, juſtified by the Blood of 
Chriſt and ſanctiſied by the Spirit? Do we 
believe the New Teſtament is from God? 
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ſet in a fairer Light, and which St. Poul 


714 ſignify nothing elſe than the Change of 


of Natural Religion, and which were con- 


Why then do we not believe the Articles 


J which this Divine Book teaches us in fuch 
plain and expreſs Words? Why do we ſtrain 
and torture the ſacred Language to make it | 


(peak things ſo different from its own Senſe ? 
Is it worth while for our Miniſters to be 
at all this pains in the Pulpit and the Study, 


by the Printing-Preſs and by private Con- 
verſation, to defend the New Teſtament from 
re Inſults, the Cavils and Clamours of Infi- 
Neels, if it teaches us fo little beyond what 
the Light of Nature teaches? Or have we ſo 


uch to expect or ſo much to fear from 
THe the 


Creed? Muſt this be all conſtrued intoJuſtifi- 
2 cation by thoſe good Works which the Law of 
oft. Nature required us to perform, and which 


the Son of God came from Heaven only to 


„ ( Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec, 


the Deiſts, that ſome of us, Who are allied f 4 
Chriſtians, ſhould be at 5 much Labour to 


pervert the glorious Truths of the New Teft:- 


ment to their T aſte, and to drop thoſe whic!, 1 5 


they do not like? Have we any good ani! 
ſufficient Reaſon to ſubdue the Words 01 


Chrift and his Apoſtles down to the Meaning BY, 
and Senſe of Infidels, or to be ſo follicitos Ml 
to ingratiate thoſe divine Doctrines with Un- 2 


believers, by reducing them to ſuch a Simi- 
litude to their Opinions, and ſinking them al. 
moſt down to their Size and Dimenſions? Can 


we ever expect thanks from our bleſſed Lord 
in the great Day for this ſort of Service? 

For my part, I am fully perſuaded, that 
the Books, which have been written in Vin- 
dication of the Atonement of Chriſt in the two 


laſt Centuries, carry ſuch abundant Force 
and Evidence in them, that they can never 


be anſwer'd. Let Agrippa try to refute ſome 
of the chief Diſcourſes which have been 


publiſh'd.in former Years by Proteſtant Di. 
vines on this Subject: Let him deſtroy all 
the Arguments uſed by Dr. Owen, Dr. Bates, 
and Dr. Edwards in their Writings on this 
Theme, and in confutation of the Socinian 


Tenets: Let him give an effectual Anſwer | 


to the firſt Part of Truman's Great Propitia- 
tion, to Biſhop Stillixg ſiuos or Bilhop Till - 


ſon's Writings on the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and 


ſeveral others, before he grow to ſuch an Al. 


ſurance of his Sentiments. I will not preten- 
to 
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len to run over all this Controverſy again, nor 


1 % 
Pe, 
& " 
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Ir to have I any of theſe Authors at hand, being ab- 
ta. ſent from my Study. Yet if I were within 
hici reach of Agrippa, I would put into his Hands 
anc a few fuch 2ugftions as theſe, which my own 
s 0: I Thoughts and my Memory ſuggeſted to. me 
ning ME fincel firſt read his Creed: A deep Concern for 
Ito ſuch an important Truth huygabout my Soul, 
Un- and ſet my Pen at work in thaſe Queries. 
mi- Pray, ] Paulinus, let us be favour'd with 
nal IE the rehearſal of them, ſays Caverer in great 
n Wi haſte ; the reſt repeited the lame Requeſt, 


and Paulinus began to read. 


<5 


HE oo a ord & i Wy 


:  Ruerres to prove the Dactrines denied by | 
3 Agrippa. 


Very J. O Es not St. Paul appear to 
A be a Man of good Senſe by 
Wall his Writings ? But ſurely Azrippa's Ex- 
plication of his Epiſtles, {ſuppoſes him to be 
one of the moſt ſtrange, odd, irrational 
Writers that ever uſed a Pen. What? Has 
che Chriſtian Religion ſo little in it beyond 
the Reſtoration of the Religion of Nature? 
And could not Paul teach the Reſtoration of 
Natural Religion but in ſuch very improper - 
Terms, and ſuch foreign and diſtant Lan- 
Buage, as that wherein he repreſents the 
$755) | Goſpel 
ac 
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cleareſt manner of inſtructing the Heather | ba 
World in the Religion of Nature, or of re. bi. 


.. our Sins in lis Body on the Tree, that th? 
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Goſpel of Chriſt? Is this his olainef and hi; th 


ſtoring it where it was loſt, to tell them, FI 
they muſt be reconciled to Cod by the Death w = WF 


the Blood of Chriſt, that he has made Peace | th. 


by the. Blood of his Croſs, that Chriſt crucified |} Te 


1 the Wiſdom and Power of God for the Sal II 


vation of Men? that he died for our Offences, | © | M 
that he gave himſelf a Ranſom for Men, that M 


Cod has jet him forth to be a Propitiation this dr 


Faith in his Blood, that we muſt truſt in Hu I. 
Name, that we muſt be juſtified by his Blot Br 
and by Faith in him, that by the Obedience of an 
one many fhall be made righteous, that by hi: | or 
own Blood be obtain*d eterna! eee , 


16; that the Blood of Chriſt, who thro the BY 24 
Eter nal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot 1 of 
God, ſhould purge our Conſciences from dead ou 
Works, i. e. from Works deſerving Death: H 
and that Chriſt appear'd in the End of the di. 
World, lo put away Sin by the Sacrifice of hin- fu 
ſelf? And do St. Peter and St. Jobn, whon! {ta 
I f\ppoſe Agrippa acknowledges to be inſpi- tal 
red Writers, intend nothing more than the pu 
ſame plain Doctrines and Dictates of natu- rai 
ral Reaſon, when they teach the great Truths fit. 
of the Goſp:1 in the ſame ſtrange Language, M an 
when they tell us that brift ſuffer? d, the Fujt th, 
for the Unfuſt, te bring us to God,; that he bat: er! 


Blood o/ Fejus Chriſt cleanſes us from all Sin, | 
that 
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that he is a Propitiation for our Sins, that he 


hath loved us and waſhed us from our Sins in 


his own Blood, and that by his Blood he hath 


redeen”d us io God? And did our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf deſign nothing but to reſtore 
the Religion of Nature, when he told the 


Jews, that the good Shepherd laid down his 
Life for the Sheep, John x. that the Son of 
Man came to give his Life a Ranſom for many, 
Mat. xx. 28. that they muft eat his Fleſi and 
drink his Blood if they would have eterna! 
Life, John vi. 523, &c. for his Fleſh was that 
Bread which he gave for the Life of the World, 
and his Blood is Drink indeed; that bis Body 


= was broken and his Blood fhed for the Remij-, 
Aon of their Sins, Matt. xxvi. 28. 1 Cor. xi. 


24, Did ever Men teach the plain Dictates 
of Reaſon or the Law of Nature concerning 
our Duty to God and one another, and our 


Hopes of his Acceptance, in ſuch dark and 


diſtant Language? And could they ever de- 
fire or expect their Hearers ſhould under- 
ſtand them, and ſhould by this preaching be 
taught to build their Hopes o Eternal Hup- 
pineſs upon the Belief and Practice of Natu- 
ral Religion? Are ſuch Perſons as theſe the 
fitteſt to make divine M-f{-ngers of Truth 
and Duty to an ignorant World, and to guard 
them againſt all ſuperſtitious Fancies and 
erroneous Conc.its about divine things? 
I ſuppoſe, cr may gueſs, there are many 
things will be ſaid by ſome of the Friends of 
gs Agrippa 
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FL 


of it. As 


Firſt, That when our Seton tells the 
Jews, John vi. 545 that they muſt eat þrs 


Fleſh and drink his Blood if they would Had. 


eternal Life, he only imitates the manner of 
the Oriental Nations and the Stile of the 


Feroiſb Writers, while his Deſign is merely 
to invite them to receive bis Doctrine and 
become his Diſciples ; for it was their an- 


cient Cuſtom to repreſent Wiſdom an 
Knowledge as the Food of the Soul, Prov. ix 


. Wiſdom crieth in the Streets, Come, eat of mv 


Bread and drink of the Wine which I have 


mingled. Philo the Few oſten ſpeaks of Pru- 


_ dence, Wiſdom and Virtue as that ſpiritua! 


Meat and Drink which nouriſheth the Soul. 
But to this I an/wer, That tho' the wil- 
Men among the Fews repreſent Knowledge 


as the Meat and Drink of the Soul, and in 


vite their Diſciples to feed upon Wiſdom or 
to drink in their Precepts of Virtue, yet is it 
the way of their Doctors to repreſent their 
own Fleſh as the Meat of Souls, or their own 
Blood as proper Drink tor them? Do they 


ever ſay, that their Fleſh 1s tving Bread whick 


they give for the Life of the World ® Do they 
ever tell their Dic iples, that their Fleſh 15 
Meat indeed, or thetr Blood Drink indeed?! 
Do they pror f ye eat not my FT 
and arink nut viy Boe, ye have no Life it 


& 


you? 


0 und 7 
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Agrippa to reconcile the Readers of the New 
F eſtament to his abſurd and perverted Senſe 
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Von or do they promiſe, Ile that eate th me 

all live by me? Did you ever read ſuch 
[3 Language among the Divine Prophets of the 
Jews ;? Could it ever be ſaid, Except ye eat 


the Fleſh of Iſaiah, 
Blood, ye have no Liſe ? 
ever invited to feed upon the Fleſh of Moſes 
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or drink Feremiah's 
Were the 7ews 


or Elias, the Founder or the Reſtorer of their 


3 Religion, or to drink the Blood of Daniel 
or David? From all this I think I may in- 
fer, that tho? our Saviour's Words may in- 
2 clude a receiving of his Inſtructions as a di- 
vine Prophet or Teacher, yet in theſe ſtrong 
| Expreſſions he deſigns ſomething more than 


merely an Invitation to hear and receive the 
Leſſons of Wiſdom and Virtue which he 


teaches. And ſince theſe Expreſſions of our 


Saviour concerning eating his Fleſh and drink: 
ing his Blood ſound very harſh and abſurd in 


the literal Senſe of them, we muſt then ſeek 


out the plainelt and trueſt figurative Senſe : 


Now this is very near at hand, and might 
be obvious to thoſe among them who had 
read the Fewiſo Prophets with Care, When 
he tells them that the //ving Bread is bis Fleſh 
g which he gives for the Life of the World, John 
vi. 31. it gives an Intimation that his Fleſh 
Lor Body was to be broken and die as a pro- 


per Sacrifice of Atonement for our Guilt, 
which deſerved Death; which was not pro- 


per to be ſpoken too publickly and plainly 


in his Lifc-time : And further, that his Blood 
Was 


38 ---.*-The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. II | 


was to be ſhed for the Remiſſion of our Sins! 


be 
and to procure Life for vs: And that we ph 
mult not only receive his Doctrine, but , W. 
muſt truſt in his Atonement tor our Rem. 25 
ſion, and feed upon this Sacrifice by Fait', at 
as the Jeu eat part of their Sacrifices ; and ou 
that we mult live upon it by truſting there- Þ7 
in.“ And fince the Myfiah was foretolu o ir 
be the 
057. Does not our Lord expreſsly fay, Excep! v De 
eat My Fleſh and drin: my Blood, Here is 1:9 e 1a; uf E 1 1 
But if Faith in his Bicod, or rung in his atone Wy 5 
Sacrifice, was not necevary to 8, vation in hat Dar, AI 
as I ſuppole will be icadily granted, chen eating - le] 
Fl: in that Day could never lygnity trufiing iu his a: WE 
ning Sacrifice, | - 
Jo this I anſtber, that Ch:if having promiſed o 
give bis Fleſh for the Life of the World, v. 57, promiſed MY P 
therein to make his Fleſh a Sacrifice to take away | Re 
Sin and to give Life to the World, and intimated 4h no 
that when this was done, and when he ſhould be!“ I 
preached to men under this Character of a Sin-Offering, * 
then eating and drinking his Fleſb and Blood, or Faith in Pr. 
his Sacrifice, would be required in order to Spiritual at TI 
Eternal Lite. Our Saviour foretelling and deſcrib.uy BY off 
in figurative Language his bloody Death, which wa: wv 
make Atonement for Siu, foretels and deſcribes a 
that Faith in him which ſhould then be eſteemed neceiia- i ved 
ry to Salvation, under thoſe Figures of eating his Fi me 
and drinking his Blood. | grant the Expreſſions are in e up: 
Preſent Tenſe, but this is frequent in the Prophetic Lan- ga, 
guage when future things are deſign'd. by 
But till this Event ſhould be accompliſhed and thß *, 
Doctrine more plainly preached to Men, a general pai 
Truſt in the Perſon of Chriſt for all the Benefits which &« 
are to be derived from him, may be repreſented by Ts 
eating and drinking, as all that was needful and ſuffici „ 
ent to make Men ſpiritually alive: And let it be obſer il «. 
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be made an Offering for Sin by the Pro- 
phets, and fince feeding upon Sin-offerings 
was common to the Zew?/h Religion, Lev. vi. 
25, 26. the thoughtful] Hearers might arrive 


at ſomething of the Senſe and Meaning of 


our Saviour in this figurative Language. 
But ſuppoſe the Fews when he firſt ſpake 
it could not well underſtand him, conſider 


:þ7 they had abuſed his Perſon, and derided his 
7 xceþt 1 F 5 


Doctrine, and having ſo far rejected the 
Light, they deſerved to be leit in Darkneſs, 
amidit Figures and Paradles, as _C4rijt him- 


I add yet further, there are ſeveral Things 


which Chrijt in his Lite-time ſpake in Pro- 
phetick or Parabolick Language, for this 


Reaſon, as I hinted before, that they were 
not fit and proper to be ſpoken too plain- 
ly at that Seaton ; but he left the Ex- 


preſſions to be explained by the Events. 


The Death of Chriſt, which was not far 
off, and the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles quickly 


afterward 


ved that even this amounts to ſomething more than 
mere receiving his Doctrine, for it is a feeding or living 
upon him and truſting in his Perſon as an Al, ſufficient 


Saviour, and a vital Union with him, as our Body lives 


by our Food being united to us. 

All this Auſuer may be reduced to a ſhorter Com- 
pals by explaining the Words of Chriſi thus; “ Ex- 
'* cept ye are made Partakers of my atoning Sacrifice 
or Sin Offering, by truſting therein ſo far as it is evi- 

dently revealed and preached to the World, whether 
in a more or leſs explicit manner, ye have no ſpiri- 
* tual nor eternal Lite in you,” | | 
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pitiation for our Sins, give us a plain Clew 


figurative or prophetick Speeches, all whic!: 


Saviour directly regards the Lord's Suppcr, 
and their idle and abſurd Doctrine of Tran 
ſubſtantiation; yet theſe Speeches of his 
were greatly explained to his Diſciples even 
before his Death, when he appointed Bread 
to be broken as an Emblem of his 14 
which was wounded for us, and Vine which 


of his Blood ſhed for us, and required us 
our Communion and Participation of ti:: 
Bleſſings of it, by Faith or Dependance on Wrwas 


Chriſt, without any thing of an atoning 


far-fetch*d and diſtant Meaning, as they arc 
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afterward repreſenting his Death as a Pro- Per 
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to lead us into the Senſe of Chriſt in theſe 


are ſo happily accommodable to theſe Idea; 
and Doctrines of Chriſt's Atonement for Sin, 
and our Faith therein, as gives much Satis- Þ 
faction to the thinking Reader, that they Hing 
were deſigned and intended hereby, > 

I confeſs indeed the Papiſts are miſtaken, 
when they 1magine this Diſcourſe of our 


was poured into the Cup to be an Emblem 


to eat and drink this Bread and Wine, 
as Repreſentatives of his Death, and © 


him. All this is natural and eaſy. Bu: 
if we {ink theſe Expreſſions into Agrippa's 
Senſe, of a mere receiving the Doctrine dt 


Sacrifice intimated therein, this will mak: 
hard Figures and Metaphors indeed, and he 
ſtrain and pervert the Words into ſuch « 


not, 


= PRE the Operations of the Spirit. 21 
. II. not, nor ever 5 ſuited to convey to any 
Pro- Perſon who reads or hears them. Thus much 
Clew Þ thought proper to ſay in Vindication of 
thele {Wthe Expreſſions of Chriſt wg ap 

which But Secondly, perhaps Agr ippa and his 
Ideas Friends will tell us concerning the Apoſtles, 
Yr Sin, Das well as concerning their Maſter, that this 
Sat1s- [ fort of ſacrifical and atoning Language be- 
| nel ing uſed by ſome of the Jewiſh Prophets 
Jin "their inſpired Raptures, concerning the 
: 2 ah, the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity 
; might imitate them; and 'tis well known 
they ſometimes dealt in very far-tetch'd Me- 
aphors. You read, fay they, what Daniel 
: ipcaks, that 7he Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, 
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s even ut not for hi 'mſelf „ that be comes to finiſh 4 
Bread Tranſergſion, to make an end of Sin, and 
Fla Nate Reconciliation for Iniquity ; and ſjaiah 
which Hin his 53d Chapter efpecially abounds in 
nblem Ins ſort of Prophetical Language concern- 
ed us Wing the Mgfiah : He was wounded for our 


Wine, 
ind Gf 
of the 
oce on 

Bus 


Eranſereſ ions, he cod oruiſed for our Iniquities, 
e Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, 
and by his Stripes we are healed : His Soul 
was made an Offering for Sin when it pleaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe him, and put him to Grief, 
ri Jas end the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquities 
inc ot Hus all, *Tis no wonder now, fay they, 
toning Nhat Chrift and his Apoſtles ſhould repeat 
make uch Language as this, when they ſpeak of 
|, and he Death of the Meſiab, ſince the Pro- 
ſuch © A, by their rapturous and tumid Stile, 
hey are ie had 


not; 
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22 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. Il. 
had made this ſort of Language familiar 
and natural to them. 

_ *Tis granted, Agrippa, that this Language 
was as it were made natural and ealy to 
the great Founder and the firſt Preacher 
of Chriſtianity, by ſo much uſe of them 
in the propketical Writings : But this does 
not at all prove that theſe Expreſſions are 
not uſed in their natural Senſe, but ra- 
ther confirms the plain and obvious Senf: 
of the Words, ſince both the Prophets 
and their Interpreters the Apoſtles uſe the 
Tame. For ſuppoſe the Prophets had ule 
fuch ſtrange Phraſes as theſe, in the mid 
of their Raptures, to ſignify the Meſias's 
reſtoring of natural Religion, and dying 
a Martyr for it, Could St. Paul and his 
Brethren uſe no clearer Form of Speech ta 
inſtruct us in the true Meaning of the Pro- 
| phets, and the Buſineſs of the Maſſiab, than 
by repeating the ſame Sort of Sacrijicol 
Phraſes again and again. And would nei 
ther he nor they ever once tell us, 
that tho? they uſe this ſort of ſacrifical Lan- 
guage, they mean no more by it thai 
Agrippa does? Were Paul, Peter and Fob 
proper Interpreters to be ſent into the World, 
and particularly to the Gentile Nations, 0 
explain the Words of the 7ewyh Prophets 
concerr ing the Meſſiab and his great vi ork, 
if the Reformation of Natural Religion. by 
Jeſus Chriſt be all that the Mefiah was . 
0, 


OW 

oulc 
W Or 
Faith 


ect. II. 


miliae 
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? do, and all that the metaphorical Prophecies 
ſoretold? Why do theſe Apoſtles uſe the 


19137; Nyery ſame foreign Language, and the ſame 
aly o Mark Expreſſions as the Prophets do, if it 
achers vere their Deſign to explain them ſo far 
them {rom their literal and moſt obvious Mean- 


118! Do both Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
Cre himſelf in the midſt of them, all con- 
ſpire to let in the Light of natural Religion 
pon the corrupted and benighted World 


is does 
ns ale 
ut ra- 
Senſe 8 


-ophets Joly by ſuch obſcure Phraſes as theſe ? If 
\ſ= the they all mean no more by theſe Sacrifical 
d uſed Mords than Agrippa does, would not any 
midſt Plain and impartial Reader be tempted to 
leſſals link the New Teſtament was written to 


1zzZIe us as much as to inſtrut us? And 


ing 3 

Ar ow is it poſſible that a common Reader 
eech to Hould ever find out the true Meaning of the 
1e Pro- Nord of God in ſuch an important Point of 
þ, than Faith and Hope as this? Set all theſe 
critical *nraſes of Atonement before a Heathen, and 
11d nei lo you think he would learn natural Reli- 
el! us, Won by them, or derive Agrippa's Creed 
al Lan- From them? No; by no means. 

it than Or if we ſhould ſuppoſe (and it muſt 
d Foe granted) that ſome of the Doctrines of 
World, 'hriſtianity relating to the Death of Chri# 


ons, o night be delivered in figurative Speeches, 
rophets nd dark Sentences, at frſt for wile Pur- 
Work, Poſes by Jeſus our great Maſter in his own 
gion by fe- time, before the Accompliſhment of 
was tofitole Events to which the Doctrines re- 

do, fer r'd, 


24 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect, 3}, = 7 
ferr*d, yet can it be ſuppoſed that mittir 
Miſſionaries the Apoſtles ſhould never ma; S 
a clearer Explication of them after ches in the 
Events were falklPd, and tell us that they wally 
meant very liitle more th eee our R 
of Nature? Could they not have ſaid 18 _ bow 

- FRE 


in plainer Terms than in the Phraſes 1 F 
they have written, and which I have cite. the - 
Is it pottible that Agrippa himlelf, when noſt 
reads the Writings of th ie Prophets and Apr 7 New 
ſtles without any Pre judice, ſhould W Tage. 
chat all theſe fnerifical Phräſes of the O. chere 
and New Teſtament, with many more of that! 
the like Kind, ſignity nothing but a Re F Epifl 
ſtoration of natura! Religion by Jeſus Chr; 9 not t 
with a Martyrdom to vindicate His 3 4 Love 
Can he honeſtly think they convey no Ide 
dings to Men of a real and proper Aton I: who 
ment made for our Sins by the 8 ing Ady 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, and of which wc in for 
are to partake by receiving him accord! who 
to the Golpel? I own I am ſurpriz'd 1 Wy Pc 
think that any Man who profeſſes to fib- of ju! 
mit his Belief to the Word of God ſhou HAI 
refuſe ſo very plain and expreſs a Truth. not 
At not thele the Gentlemen who arc 5 the T 
continu y giving us Caution to keep 00, BE 
to Scriptu e, to uſe the Words and Expreſs muſt 
of Scriptur in all Matters of Revelation, . ” ot C 
ſpeak of the Doftrines of the Goſpel as Chriſt % ſome 
end his Apoſtles ſpeak? Are not theſe Ml 4 
Perſons Who are extreme!) jealous of 4d. 1 Deſi 


mit. 13 


and tbe Operations of the Spirit. 25 
mitting any thing into Chriſtianity, but what 
Cbriſt and his Apoſtles have taught expreſsly 
in the New Teſtament? Are they not perpe- 


3 


aour Religion from Scripture itſelf? And do 
ve not effectually obey this their Caution and 


advice, in our Belief of the Doctrine of 


the Atonement of Chriſt for Lin? Is it not 
g moſt ſtrongly and evidently taught in the 
New Teſtament? Is it not taught in many 


1: 4-7 2205, and in great Variety of Expreſſion 


„chere, and that by almoſt all the Mriters of 
Oi 3 6 . Sq | 
that Book? Is it not brought in, in the ſacred 
72. I Epiſtles, almoſt upon every Occaſion ? Are 
„not the great Duties of Chriſtianity, Faith, 


+ _ Love, and Prayer, built much upon it by 
the Apoſtles? What ſhall we ſay to Men 


„who will not obſerve the very Cautions and 
. [ff Advices, which they themſelves lay down, 
in forming the Articles of their Faith? Men 
= who leave out a moſt plain, expreſs, and 
1 important Article, and break thro? all Rules 


any Doctrine in Chriſtianity, which doth 


: not ſuit with their Scheme and Fancy? If 


the Prophets and Apoſtles never ſo expreſsly 
„ ef Criticiſm to make them ſpeak aud mean 
brit ſomething elſe. 


i. Deſign of the coming of Chriſt to root out Su- 
ing | 8 perſtition 


ally inſiſting upon it, that we muſt take 


ab. ot juſt Interpretation, rather than allow of 


reveal and dictate ſuch a Truth, the Words 
2 muſt be tortur d and bow'd by all the Arts 


„ Asrrippà has confeſt that it was one great 


26 The 2 of Chriſt, Sect. II. 
perſtition from the Minds of Men, in ai 
the various Fooleries of it which had po. | 
feſs*d both Jews and Heathens : But if bo dd 
Chritand his Apoſtles taught them the Prin- g 
ciples of Natural Religion by ſuch figuratr ve * : 
and facrifical Expreſſions, was not this the! 21 
ready way to fill their Heads with ſupe- FT? 
ſtitious Fancies, by taking theſe things in | i 
too literal a Senſe, when their Teachers | let ms 
them to ſeek the true Senſe amidit ſuch t:r- 
_ diſtant and hard Tropes and Figures? Hs 

not this very thing been the -Cauſe of many 
Superſtitions both in the Few and Gens 
Nations, of their taking Allegories 1 in a li 
teral Senſe ? 


Did they not 55 indulge the Fancy and Ko 
vain Opinion of obtaining Pardon of S., Virt 
and Fayour with God, by ſubſtituting __ 1 
Sacrifices in the room of real Godlineſs, and :- w 

with the Neglect of inward Religion and ik tha 
true Virtue ? This was Superſtition indecd 45 Jed 
and ſuch as neither the Old or the New IT e 
tament ever, allows. But tell me, Krippe, 1 Pity 
Could this glorious Reformer ofthe Wor!'., ang 
this divine Prophet, and his twelve Miſſio- is e 

naries think of no better way to drive Mer Ney 
out of all Hopes and Expectations of P:r- us ir 
don and Acceptance with God thro? any fuck I the: 
Subſtitutions or Sacrifices whatſoever, than ill s 

by repreſenting CHriſt ſo often as a Subſtitute Im 

to die in our ſtead, and as a Sacrifice for the as. 

Sins of Men? If they deſigned to banifh this perf 

Doc- © 


— eee n — 2 00 
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Doctrine from the Earth, would they ever 
have taught Men to depend on his Death or 
Blood as an Atonement for Sin, and as the 


E 7 He aven ? 4 


and Virtue, as neceſſary things to eternal 
Life, and that in very plain Language; and 
that theſe ſacrifical Terms are only Eaſtern 
and Fewih Ornaments of Speech in conde- 
ſcenſion to the Humours of the World, both 
= 7s and Gentiles, who could not be all at 
once beat out of their Veneration for Sacri- 
fices and Atonements, | 

We allow it, Agrippa, thus far, that true 
heir Virtue and pure Religion is taught in plain 
* Language by theſe divine Miſſionaries: But 
| 110 it were far better for them to have left it in 
lecd, 
Tel- 


2 
rid, 
10 


Meyn 


died ſo many of the ſacrifical Phraſes, if they 
bY /iitutions and Atonements out of the Minds 
and Hearts of Jews and Gentiles, To me it 
zs evident as the Sun-beams, that while the 
Ney Teſtament reſtores natural Religion ta 
us in the brighteſt and faireſt Light, and lays 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations on us to perform 
all the Duties of it; yet it ſtill ſuppoſes the 
E Impoſſibility of our Salvation thereby, thro? 
our own Incapacity to perform theſe Duties 
5 perfectly; and therefore it ſets forth to our 
5 "OY View 


Ground of their Acceptance with the God of 


is true, Agrippa will ſay, Chrift and his 
PO apoſtles teach us all the Duties of Morality 


1 that plain Language, than to have ſuperad- 


meant utterly to root all the Doctrine of Sub- 
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_ who are in Chriſt 
as the Medium of their Pardon, and 4:4» T 


23 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, 


ter inward Religion and rea! Virtue, bur in 


the room of all other Sacrifices whatſoever, Þ* 
As for all 4 E 


whether Jeviſb or Gentile, 


'Fewiſh Offerings, they were but 8. P 
Types of the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and cou 


never really atone for the Sins of . * 


againſt God as Ruler of the World. And the 
Sacrifices of the Gentiles, what were they, 
but Subſtitutions and Offerings of Beaſts ©: 
Men upon their Altars, ſuch as God never 
appointed, and therefore would never accept, 
either as real Atonements, or as Figures of 
the true Propitiation and Atonement, This 
is the moſt evident Senſe of St. Paul, in Ros. 

viii. 13. There is no Condemnation to thei 
Feſus, i. e. who truſt in hin 


walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spin, 
1. e. who live holy Lives: What the La 
could not do in that it was weak, and unable 
to juſtify us throꝰ the Fleſb, i. e. throꝰ our In- 
ability to perform it, God has doe this by 
ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of finful Fl: h, 
and a Sacrifice for Sin, (as tis in the Gre 


Has condemned Sin in the Fleſh, &c. and why 
made a way thro? his Sacrifice of Atonement 


tor our Juſtification and Sanctificatin. 


Sect. II. 
View the bleſſed Sacrifice of the Son of God,, 
which is the only true and proper Atone- !? 
Nor does it ſet this A. 
tonement in the room of our Endeavours af. 


TIA > 
Fr 


ES inco! 
Hof th 
of th 
. repre 
4 this 
lad 
die, 
5 Wind 


Ws 


F 
I 


0d, But leſt the Force and Significancy. of any 
12 of theſe Scriptures ſhould be loſt for want of 

A. ga true Idea of what I mean by a proper and 
S at. compleat Atonement made for the Sins of Men, 
it m I would here give ſome general Explication 


ver, of what I intend by the Word. I don't pre- 


he 


nted BY fnition, as might be expected from a Civilian 
125 5 or a Divine; but I would ſpeak what I take 
-:-1 

che part of Mankind in this Matter, and more 
ncy, particularly the Senſe of the Writers of the 
is o O1d and New Teſtament, _ „ 
ever BY By Atonement for Sin therefore, I do not 
-ept, mean any ſuch thing as ſhall in a proper 
cs 0! WM and literal Senſe appeaſe the Wrath of God, 
This che offended Governor, which is ſuppoſed 
Rom. to be kindled againſt his ſinful Creatures, 
{bein an d ſhall 5c Ba 4 

111 was before determined upon Vengeance; for 
| 7: tho' this Doctrine may be fo repreſented 
p17”, ſometimes after the manner of Men, yet this 
Lois an Idea or Suppoſition in many Reſpects 
nable inconſiſtent with the Attributes and Actions 
ir in- of the bleſſed God, and with the Doctrine 
1s of the New Teſtament. In that Book God 
Fel, Nrepreſents himſelf as rich in Mercy, and for 
7702) $115 reaſon he pitied ſinful Creatures, who 


. 4+ is 2 5 


1 £615 nad broken his Law, and had deſerved to 


mem die, before he had received any Atonement 3 
and therefore God himſelf provided and ſent 
But his own Son to become a Sacrifice of Atone- 


* ment, 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 29 


tend to ſuch Accuracy and Exactneſs of De- 


to be the common Senſe of the thinking 
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| Read of Sinners. 


Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, in the room an 
ſtead of ſinful Men, as a Penance or Puni 
ment on the account of their Sins; and t!;;s Þ 


God the univerſal Governor, ſhall excuſe 


of Men, and ſhall make ſome Reparation 
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tho' 'tis laid on the Surety inſtead of the Of. 


Sufferings of Feſus Chriſt, his Labours 41d 


30 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. ii, Þ 


ment, and a Ranſom for them; he appoi' -- 


ed him to be a Surety for us, the Juſt fon, Pre 


Unjuſt, and to ſuffer Death in the rooma is 


eee 
=> 
ä 2 


By the Words Atonement or Propitiation, 
I mean therefore ſome toilſome or paint! Þ er 
thing to be done or ſuffered, or both, this 
ther 
ner, 


A 


br 
the penitent Offender from the Puniſhment Þ there 


by the wiſe and righteous appointment 


that was due, and obtain his Pardon, be-. Gov 
| cauſe it ſhall give a Recompence to the Au. bis 


thority of the divine Lawgiver for the Exe 
front which was put upon him by the Sins ner 
Kell 
and 


of Honour to his holy Law which was bro- ” 
By Of h 


ken. And this is not only intended to ma- 


nifeſt the evil Nature and the Deſert of Sin, at Si 


together with God's hatred of it; but it . in hi 
alſo anſwer the Demand and Deſign of he torn 
threatning by ſuch actual Pain orPuniſhmer:, Sinn 


tender; and thus it may ſecure the Law 
from being wilfully broken, in time to come, 
as effectually as if the Offenders themſelves 
had been puniſhed. Such a Pain, Penance, 
or Puniſhment, are the Humiliation and 


Sorrows: And 'tis in this Senſe that de 
Languige 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. J1 

Language of Expiation or Atonement, of 
Piropitiation and Ranſom is ſo often uſed “. 

is in this Senſe that he was ſaid to become 

a Sacrifice for us, to bear our Sins on his own 

%%, Body on the Tree, and tobe made Sin, or a Sin- 

nf! $5 offering for us, who knew no Sin himſelf : In 

this Senſe he is ſaid to be made a Curſe, and 
ard 1 Suffer Death for us, and to redeem us from it 
thereby, becauſe the Law curſes every Sin- 
ner, and. pronounces Death upon him. Now 
by theſe appointed Sufferings of the Son of 
Hod, in the room and ſtead of ſinful Men, 
nent there is an honourable Amends made to the 
EZ Governor of the World for the Violation of 
EZ his Law, and a glorious way made for the 
£3 Exerciſe of Mercy in the Pardon of the Sin- 
ner; and that without any Imputation of 
Reflection upon the Holineſs of God's Nature 
and Conduct, or any Suſpicion of the Juſtice 
of his Government, as if he would connive 
at Sin; ſince he diſcovers and declares, that 
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former Ages, and in pardoning and juy/tifying 
Sinners now who believe in Chriſt, he will 
manifeſt his Juſtice or Righteouſneſs by re- 
quiring ſuch a Sacrifice whereby Sin ſhall 
EZ be puniſhed, tho* the Sinner be ſpared. 
84 This 

* Chriſt, after he became our Surety, was not, nor 
could be delivered from thoſe Sorrows which were the 
Puniſhment of our Sins, he being as our expiatory Sacri- 


ice, not only on the Occafion of our Sins, but in our flead, 


to bear the Puniſhment of our Iniquity. M hitby on 
Heb. v. 3. 


jane, 
1 and 
8 and 
at the 
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in his paſſing by all the Sins of his People in 
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32 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. I. 

This is the plain meaning of the Apolilc, _ | 
Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Being juſtify'd frir' pg 
by his Grace, thre the Redemption that i: . 5 
in Jeſus Chriſt, whom Cod bath ſet fa, 7 © 
be a Propitiation thre Faith in his Blood. 0 =. 
declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſici: oy ch 
Sins that are paſt, thro the das” mW and C 
God: To declare, I ſay, at this time bi © it, 4 
Righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and 1 
Julſtiſier of him that believeth in Jas Whic 5 1515 
Text our Fathers have ever thought an 1 
anſwerable Proof as well as a clear Explic - reafo 
tion of this Doctrine. And I think ther: is 8 
abundant Reaſon in Scripture for us to {up- oY 

port this Sentiment of our Fathers, tho? all _ 
the modern Writers ſhould agree to oppoſe OY 
it. For my part, as I live at a diſtance from ny af 
London, I have converſed with very few of 7 | 
them, and ſhall ſtill converſe with fewer if = a 
they go on to forſake both the Language 7 . 
and Senſe of Scripture, and follow the Opi- IM 
nions of Agrippa. : 
Here Ferventio interrupted him. ac. 
knowledge, Sir, we live in a very degenerate 
Age, wherein antient Errors are revive, 
and new ones ariſe among modern Writers ; 
but as to the Doctrine of the proper Atone- 
ment of Cbriſt, I hope there are many who 
maintain and defend it ſtill, both in their 
Volumes of Sermons, and other Diſcourſes, 
which are publiſh'd on this Subject. Among 
others, 1 would point you 10 a valuable 
Trea: if 
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leſs Author, who has critically and learned- 
y eſtabliſhed this Doctrine againſt the mo- 
dern Diſbelievers of it, and has ſhewn much 
ot the Wiſdom of God in this Appointment, 


” CY 
<Q — 
* * * 8 — p 
1 


it. I confeſs, faith Ferventio, the Author 1s 
E ſuſpected not to be very orthodox in ſome 
= other important Points: But this makes it 
ſtill more remarkable, and gives us more 
rcafon to think that *tis the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, when it impreſſes itſelf ſo ſtrongly 
upon the Minds of thoſe Men who forſake 
the Doctrines of their Catechiſms in other 
= reſpects, I wiſh, with all my Soul, that 
= cvery Man beheld every Goſpel-Truth in 


and were as fervent and ſollicitous to vindi- 
cate and ſupport it; but in this one Article 
of the Atonement of Chriſt, Ithink I can ven- 
ture to recommend this Author. Forgive me, 
Paulinus, that T have interrupted you fo long, 
and I intreat you to proceed now in reading 
= your Paper. 

= 1 obey, ſays Paulinus, and thank you for 
che Interruption. Obſerve now, ſays he, tho? 
have not hitherto uſed the Word Satisfac- 
ion for Sin, nor will I zealouſly contend for 
k, becauſe it is not expreſly written in Scrip- 
ure, yet the ſame Senſe and Meaning is ſo 
plainly aſſerted there, that I make no Scruple 
do uſe it: and to make. the Innocency and 
- „ Propriety 


Preatiſe on Jeſus the Mediator, by a name- 


and of what Importance it is to us to believe 


the ſame ſtrong Light of Aſſurance as 1 do, 


34 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Se. if, 


Propriety of this Word appear, let us con- 
der the Ideas that belong to it. 

Sati faction is often made to a private Pe, 
ſon or a public Governor. 

Sati faction is often made to a private "= 
fon for an Injury done him, by doing or ff. 


fering ſomething which ſhall remove 
own perſonal juſt Reſentment againſt the Ct. 


fender, whether this be done or ſuffered h 
the Offender himſelf, or by a Friend or 
Surety for him: Now in this Caſe the of 


fended Perſon may acknowledge himſelf /: 


ti d with ſome very ſmall ſort of oom. 


Pence, according to his own Fancy; ſuch 15 


the mere aſking Pardon, the promiſing nat 
to offend again, or the Payment of a little 
Money, or ſome ſmall Penalty of Pain 

Loſs. But this is not properly the Cafe here 
in the Satisfaction which Chrift made to G 0 


his Father for the Sins of Men. 


The other fort of Satisfaction 1s, When“ 
public Law is broken, and the Governor. 
tho? he deſign to ſhew Mercy to the Guilty, 
yet demands ſome Satisfaction for the Ot- 
fence, ſomething inſtead of the Puniſhment 
of the Offender, which may equally ſecurt 
the great Ends of Government. A wiſe Go- 
vernor in this Cafe will uſually demand fuch 
a Satisfaction as may beft anſwer the Ends of 
the Law, and maintain the Authority of 
the Government, ſuch as may ſhew the Wiſ⸗ 


dom and * of the Lawgiver 1 in 4 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 3 5 
ſuch a Law, and appointing ſuch a Penalty, 
and may deter Perſons for the future from 
the like Offences, even tho? he deſign to par- 
don the preſent Offender. 


required of him as comes neareſt to the Exe- 
cution of the Penalty threatned by the Law, 
if any Circumſtances ſhould render it not 
proper for him to ſuſtain the ſame in all re- 


ſpects. I know not in Hiſtory a more happy 


Example of this than the Cate of Zaleucus, a 
Lawgiver of the Locrenſians, who having 
made a Law that an Adulterer ſhould loſe 
both his Eyes, and finding his own Son guil- 
ty of that Crime, he ordered one of his own 
Eyes to be put out, and one of his Son's. 
* Thus he render'd to the Law (ſays YValer:- 


= © us Maximus) the Puniſhment which it 


* claim*d, with a moſt admirable Tempe- 


rature of Juſtice, dividing himſelf into a 
** merciful Father and a juſt Lawgiver.“' 


The Eye of Zaleucus was here made a partial 


Sacrifice of Atonement for the Offence of 


the Criminal ; this loſs of his own Eye, to- 


& gether with that of his Son, gave ſuch a 
Satisfaction to the Government, and as ef- 


fectually ſecur'd future Obedience tothe Law, 


20 if the Adulterer had loſt both his Eyes *. 


Such 

* I preſume no Reader will be ſo weak as to train 
the Simile to an exact Parallel in all things, and to 1 4 
| 88 


1 


In this Caſe, if a 
Surety be admitted to ſtand in the room of 
the Criminal, this is a matter of mere Fa- 
vour; and ſuch a Satisfaction is generally 
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every Soul that doth amiſs : but God in Me: 


alſo provided a Surety, even his own Son, 


Death, and regards it as a Satisfaction for the 
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Fee of Atonement or Propitiation for Sin ; iv 
God having been /atisfy*d with the Hong 
518 that Men are to make half the Satisfaction to the 


more perfect Parallel. 


36 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. | an 
Buch a ſort of Satisfaction is that , are te 
the Sufferings and Death of CHriſt have ma pecul 
to God the Father and Governor of tiatio 


World, for the Sins of Men. Death +1; 
the threatned Penalty for Sin; the NM 
Sin is Death, Tribulation and Auguiſi 


juſt c 
the 8 
in thi 
ö CatiO! 
to the Offender hath not only admitted, m] in th 
and he hath accepted of his Agonies of Sou. 
and his bodily Death, in the room and it 
of our Agonies of Soul, and our eter. 
Violation of his Law by our Sins. He |: 
fatisfydas a Lawgiver and Governor by tis 
Sacrifice, and upon this account it is pro. 
perly called a Satisfaction as well as a $477! 


that God now can honourably pardon 
Sinner without any Imputation upon him. 
Telf, either of his own Remiſſneſs of GO VN 
ment, or of fooliſh Pity to the Offenc's:, 


which Chriſt has done to his Law and (© 
vernment by his Death. Juſtice and Mes 


Ang 


uſtice of God, and Chrift make t'other half, becauſe 


. 


this Atonement which Zalaucus made was but partial is the 
and did not ſave both the Eyes of his Son. The Simile of ia 
is juſt and proper ſo far as it goes; but I grant, if 44. Jews 
laueus had loſt both his own Eyes, it would have þec" ? lame 


— 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 37 
are temper'd here, and both ſhine with their 
E pcculiar Glories. *Tis only thro? the Propi- 
dation of Chrift, that God appears to be a 
uſt or righteous God, ib bis Mercy juſtifies 
the Sinner who believes in Feſus, and truſts 
in this Propitiation. See a further Vindj- 
cation of the Uſe of the Word Satisfaction 
E ir, this Controverſy, in the Treatiſes of Gre- 
ius and of Tyrretine, and others on that Sub- 
jcct, which I have read in my younger Years. 
l have diverted perhaps too far out of the 
way of Argument which I took; but *twas 
needful to give a clear Idea of what is meant 
by the Atonement of Chrij}, that the Purſuit 
of my Argument in this way of Query, might 
appear more perſpicuous, and might move 
E onward with greater Force. I have enquir'd 
of Agrippa already, whether it was poſſible 


the WR that St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. Jobn, by all the 
n- various ſacrifical Phraſes which they ſo of- 
ten apply to the Death of Coriſt, can be ſup- 
de, poſed to mean nothing more than a Martyr- 
nn dom for that Doctrine of his which excites 
(-0- WW dinners to Repentance by a Promiſe of Par- 
don. I proceed to the next Enquiry, _ 
are 


e Very II. I N the ſecond Place I would de- 
. lire Agrippe to tell me, What 
artial, s the true Intent and Meaning of this ſort 
imile of /acrifical Language, when *tis uſed by 


Jeu os Heathens ? And why ſhould not the 
lame Language have the ſame Meaning, 


When 


38 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. Il, 
when *tis applied to the Death of Cr i. 
the New Teſtament ? What is the Senfc of 

ſuch Phraſes when they are made uſe of by 
Moſes the Lawgiver of the Fews under Go, 
conſidered only as their Political King, and 
the Civil Governor of that Nation? What 
is the Meaning of Sin-offerings and Sacrifi. 
ces of Atonement? What does the Few 
Lawgiver intend, when the People {}: ul 
have been ouilty of ſome Violation of the 
Statutes of God, as King of the Land. or 
Neglect of his Ordinances, that they mu 
flay a Lamb or a Goat, and burn it upon th: 
Altar, that the Prieſt ſhall make Atonenon! 
for them hereby, and the Offence ſhall be for. 
given them? And even if the Ruler or any 
of the common People ſhould commit 2 di 
thro Ignorance againſt the Commandment. af 
the Lord, they were to lay their Hand un 
the Head of the Goat, as a Sin-offering, is not 
this confeſſing ſome Iniquity which then 
came to their knowledge, and transfer: ing 
It as far as poſſible upon the Head of the Ani. 

mal, and devoting it to Death in their ſtend 

The Sin- offering v was to be ſlain before che 
Lord; the Prieſt was ordained to take /-? 
Blood thereof with his Finger, to put it on (%t 
Horns of the Altar, and to pour out the rej; al 
the Altar's Foot; the Fat was to be burn! up- 

on the Altar, the Prieſt was to make Alu. 
ment in this manner for the Sin that they bad 


committed, and it ſhall be forgiven them 1 ee 
. ey, 


2 
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Lew, iv. And in the great Day of Expia- 


© of tion, when an atoning Sacrifice was offered 


" by [for the whole Nation to remove their annual 


och Guilt, ſome of the ſame Rites were to be 
and MF nſcd, the Beaſt was ſlain and offered to God 
V hat on the Altar, and the Blood was carried in- 
if. tothe moſt holy Place, and ſprinkled before 
che Preſence of God, that the bleſſed God, 


hall who dwelt in a viſible Glory on the Mercy- 


the MP ſeat, might (as it were) fee and accept of the 


nuſt Nof the Life of the offending Jeus. See 
th! WW Levit. iv, v, vi, and xvi. 

nen Thus 'tis evident, that the Deſign of thefe 
for- WM bleeding Sacrifices of Atonement, was to 
* A | . . 0 

amy ſhew not only that the Criminal deſerved 
% Death in the fight of God, according to 
, ſtrict and ſevere Juſtice; but that God would 
%% ew Mercy to the Criminal, by ſparing 
not him upon his Confeſſion of Sin, and his Re- 
then pentance, and would accept of the vicarious 
ring Death of another Creature in his ſtead, This 


Ani- Vas the plain Caſe and evident Deſign in the 


ea? frſt Inſtitution of Sacrifices given to Adam 
che after his firſt Sin, and it runs thro? all the 
e Offerings of Atonement in ſucceſſive Ages“. 
% uſt confefs, ſaith Paulinus, it has been long 
/z at | EY "5+. WP 
up- * gee this Matter ſet in a goo Light by an anony- 
0X4" 9s Author in the Treatiſe, intitled, Revelation ex- 
had Rnd with Candour, Part I. pag. 140, c. who has 
Go {MF omiled to ſhew how the Death of Chriſi was figured 

i that Covenant with Adam, wherein Sacriſices were 
Lev. Winkitated, Hr - 


* 


or Blood or Life of other Creatures in the room 
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my ſettled Opinion, that *twas God's o. gi. 
nal and eternal Decree and Purpoſe of . 
king his SonFe/as a proper Sacrifice of Atouc- 
ment for the Sins of Men, that gave Occ 
ſion to all the ſacrifical Rites of Atonem nt, 
and the ſacrifical Phraſes which were cv 
uſed, and were ſo well known by the Putr: 
archs, and which were practiſed by 4: 
and Aaron, and were eſtabliſhed in the 
;/þ Nation, and which indeed were conv<'/< 


by Noah to his Poſterity, tho' they were , 


mally corrupted in the Heathen World. 1 ri” 
nut to return to Jewiſh Sacrifices, Tho a 75 
who will ſcarce acknowledge theſe Cercmo- WE 6 A* k 
nies to be proper Types of the Sacrifice d (1H 
Chriſt and his Blood, yet, I think, they ge- N 
nerally allow thus much, that by the appci"t- og 0 s 
ment of God, theſe Sacrifices were to make 3 
a ſort of political Atonement or Satisiac- Wl - ig ; 
tion to God their political Lord or King, * bor ; 
far as they were capable, for breaking WM, t 
of his Statutes; and when this was done, e 84 
Offenders ſtood right in his fight as King d die by 
the Nation, and he did not execute hs ical 


Threatnings upon them. The Life of the 
Sacrifice was a Ranſom for their Lives; and 
the Blood, which was the Life or animal 
Soul of the Beaſt, was a Ranſom for theilt 
animal Soul, 7. e. their bodily Life . NO 


Wen 
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need w 
be kille, 
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might k 

| ® Some have obje&ed here, that the Beafis which wer Bi it tai 

brought to the Prieſt for Sacrifices, were mere Mali d Fine 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 41 
hen this ſame ſort of Language in the va- 
rious Phraſes of it, is uſed in the New Teſ- 
E txament, and in a moſt expreſs manner ap- 
pied to the Death of Chriſt, to the pouring 
out of his Blood, which is called the Blood 
„ Sprinkling, and the real Atonement or 
Propitiation which is made thereby in the 


the Governor of the immortal Souls or Spi- 
rits of Men, why ſhould not we ſuppoſe that 
the Words bear the ſame Senſe ? Why are 
ve not to underſtand by theſe Expreiſions, 
that Chriſt made his Soul an Offering for Sin, 
that eus Chriſt by his Death became a true 
W Sacrifice of Propitiation for ſinful Men, by 
dying in the room and ſtead of the Offen- 
ders, and obtained the Pardon of thoſe Sins, 
| Choſe real Immoralities or Impieties, from 
ubich they could never be juſtify'd, or releaſ- 
Jed, by the Law of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. and 
for which there was no Sacrifice appointed 
by that Lawgiver ? What? Muſt the Blood 
V Bulls and Goats make a real Atonement for 
| the Sins of the Jewiſb Nation, i. e. their po- 
litical Offences or ceremonial Defilements 

7 in 


Hines impoſed on the Offender. But I anſwer, What 


need was there then that the Beaſt ſhould immediately 
be killed befare the Lord? What need of the Hand of the 
Offender ta be laid on the Head of the Sacrifice, that it 
nig he be accepted as an Atonement for him! Lev. i. 4. 

If the Beaſt were not to die in the Offender's ſtead, why 


a Fine doth not require Blood. 


y Sight of God, the Lord of Conſcience, and 


— 


—̃ —„— 
= © — 
= — 


io it ſaid, Without Blaod there is no Remiſſian ? Heb. ix. 22. 
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and Governor, fo as to reſtore them to- 
na Bleſſings ; and ſhall the Blood f the Co 


gurative Atonement for the Sins of [vi+n, 


42 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. I a 
in the ſight of God, as their peculiar K? Cad, 7 


I. e. ret 


be conſtrued to make only a typical an -. 13, 
| S | wW 
which deſerve eternal Death, in the gt WMeant 


of God, the univerſal Ruler of all Nat ns, {Wner of 
and the Lord of Conſcience ? If any of the MWupon h 


be typical and ſhadowy, good Agrippa it Cod ww 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats be the 'I rpc Does h 
and Shadow, as St. Paul, in the gth Chapter MWiway < 
to the Hebrews, declares, and not the B!-od MWRepen 


of the Son of God; nor let the Expreſſiom ¶ Doctri 


that relate to it be explained all away, ain this 
be made to vaniſh into Type, and Trope, I dom? 
and Metaphor, when they are apply'd to the takes 
Subſtance and Antitype. The gth and by his 


Chapters to the Hebrews, I think, might apply 


ſufficiently convince any willing and urp:c- Mp Senſe! 
judiced Reader, how much the Apoſtle hid Apoſt 
his Eye and Heart fixed upon this Doctrine r, 1 . 
of the real Propitiation made by the Bloc 7 


of Chrift, as typify'd by the Jewiſb Sac f. Eon 


ces and Propitiations : And when theft ar. 8, 9 
ſaid to ſanctiſy to the purifying of the Th nd . 
1. e. to remove boditf or outward Impurl g 70 ( 


eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spo! , 
| Cod 


ties, ſo as to ſet the Offender right in te. But 
ſight of God as King of the Nation, or vil- ¶ little fi 
ble Head of the Church, dwelling in the ing of 
Holy of Holies on the Mercy-ſeat, how mut bimſe! 
more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who thro' i Eriene 
Judai/ 
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2 purge your Conſciences from dead Works, 
i. e. remove the Guilt of thoſe Works from 
"ny Confcience which deſerved Death ? Heb. 


1 would enquire further, What 1s the 


Meaning of John the Baptiſt, the Fore-run- 
ner of Gori, when in John i. 
1 upon his ſight of Jeſus, Behold . Lamò of 
Cod who taketh away the Sins of the World? 
Does he call him a Lamb, becauſe he takes 
Liway Sin by his Doctrine of Pardon upon 


he ſays, 


Repentance, and by his Death confirms this 
Doctrine? Did Lambs ever take away Sin 
n this Manner, by Doctrine and Martyr- 
dom? Is there any Senſe in which a Lamb 
takes away Sin, but as an atoning Sacrifice 


by his bloody Death? And how can this be 


apply'd to Chriſt in this Place, in any other 
Senſe? And this is plainly expreſs'd by the 
Apoſtles John and Peter : If we conſult Pe- 
ler, 1 Ep. i. 18, 19. he ſays, Je were redeem- 
h the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
Aptos blemiſh., And Fobn tells us in Rev. 
8, 9. The Elders fell down before the Lamb, 
te ſaid, Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 
us to God by thy Blood. 

But I ear purſue this Second Query a 
little further ſtill. What is the true Mean- 
ing of this ſort of Expreſſions, when God 
himſelf uſes them to Eliphaz, and the other 
Friends of Job, who had nothing to do with 
J Kaaim, and probably were born before 
Moſes ? 
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44 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect, Il #7 
Moſes ? Take ſeven Bullocks and ſeven Ram, His pl 
and offer up yourſelves, ſaid he, a Burnt-Of. Ves, 

fering, for my Wrath is kindled againſt ,, 
and my Servant Fob ſhall pray for you, fir bin Mitbout ſe 
Ul! vill accept, leſt I deal with you after u Ces ? Anc 
4 Filly, Here is an Atonement plainly en join. ae g 
i" ed, that God might honourably pardon them. J dies: 2 
What does Balak the King of Moab mem Now t 
by his Queſtion put to Balaam, as it is re- {pnbcere: 
corded by Micah the Prophet, chap. v. 6,;.M 3 2 
Mill the Lord be pleaſed with thouſanc: i fevera] 
Rams, or with ten thouſand Rivers of Oi All and, 
Shall 1 give my Firſt-born for my Tranſgr ſim, 7 God 
or the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Sui! 3 
Does not this Language plainly ſignify u 44% 
Atonement for Sin? tho' Balaam by the Pre. beush? 
bl ſcription of moral Duties ſhews him, that on. 
= alltheſe expenſive and bloody Sacrifices ar , ere th 


not ſufficient to pleaſe God without Holincſ = 
1 „ Th Hens to f 


| | PE. a rant of 
V Since I have mentian'd this Text to ſhew the Seng nd, tha 
and Meaning of Balak in his Inquiries, it is neceſſary | table t. 
ſhould more at large explain Balaam's Anſwer, becaue uud Piety 
the Men of A4prippa's Creed boaſt of this Text as a Prod! de origin 
of their Doctrine, vix. that all Sacrifices are uſeleß Wicrifices 
things toward any real Atonement for Sin: For wi! ppeech of 
Balak puts the Queſtion, ſay they, Wherewith fal lity and 
tome before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high Cad? Hut which 
1! Shall I come before him with Burnt-Offerings, auith CaπÜ, WF God. 
of a Year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thou/ard . Con 
FNeams, or ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil, or the Sac /jit N netime, 
of my own Son? Balaam refers him only to the Pracué i eds as 
of Natural Religion: He hath ſteaved thee, O Man, a "ly N, 
Ii gods and what doth the Lord require of thee, but lte f 
Jufily, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Go de the 
| . Witnd IT 


* i * 
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Pris plain therefore, that others beſides 


:11;, Ek 
Oeus, uſe this Language in the ſame Senſe, 
, | Yet 
11 Without ſo much as any poſitive Approbation of Sacrifi- | 
%! And (fay they) this very Anfwer of Balaam the 
015 WHeathen is cited by Micah, a Prophet of the, Fews, as an 
1 SWintruQtion for them how to pleaſe God, 7. e. by moral 
em, MWDuties, and not by Sacrifices. „„ 
nean Now to give a fair Anſwer to this Matter, let it be 
« 6. onfdered. 3 3 
65 | 1, Balak was the King of Moab, and imagined God 
„%a to be engaged on his Side by Sacrifices: therefore 
e ſeveral Places be built ſeven Altars, and offered a 
Ou Mil and a Ram on wery Altar, that he might prevail 
Ws a God to give him Victory over 1/rael, Numb. xx111. 
„„ hen he found all this was vain Labour, he may then 
01," e ſuppoſed to enquire of Balaam, Wherewith hl I 
ty ug befre tbe Lord? Are not my Sacrifices young 
Pre. rough? Mult they be Calves g a year old ? Are they 
Hat ot large enough ? Shall I bring a 7houſand Rams inſtead 
" WT ieven, or Rivers of Oil inftead of a ſmall Quantity? 
S ate r are they not precious enough? Shall J offer y own 
16153, Dtn inſtead of Brute Beaſts? Whereupon Balaam 


ems to ſay, Alas, you are quite miſtaken : It is not for 
rant of younger or larger Sacrifices, of of any other 
ind, that God neglects you: If you would become ac- 
zptable to him, you muſt mind the Duties of Morality 


> Senſe 
Clary ! 


zecaule Md Piety, do Fuftice, live Mercy, and humble thyſelf (as 
1 Proof Me original Words are) to walk with thy God. So that 
uſcleß Nlerifces are neither encouraged nor forbidden in this 
x when Nbeech of Balaam; but Balak is pointed to that Mo- 
gay and inward Religion which he wanted, and with 
I Gl! t Which no Sacrifices whatſoever could be acceptable 
ö C aut | God. 405 | 

{larnds! 2. Conſider that Balaam was a Heathen, who was 
Sach ift etimes inſpired, but not always. Now if theſe 
Pracuce Bi" erds as Tpoken by Balaam were not inſpired, then it 
11, ce ly Micah the Fewi/s Prophet's Citation from a Hea- 
, e put the Fews in mind how much more accept- 


Vis the Duties of Morality are to God than mere Cere- 


monies. 
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— — 
8 bd: 


ane 
Yet again let me aſk, What is mean: h“ uſec 
all the Phraſes of the like kind, when tha cheir 
5 a e . 
monies. The Fes were much of Bala#'s mind, an guilty 
thought Ceremonies and Sacrifices ſhould do all fo: Wi zent, a 
them, while they neglected moral Duties. Baan What c 
ſilent about Sacrifices, and directs Balak only o hen th 
and Morality ; and Micab, for the ſame Reaſor cite "— 
the ſame Sentence to the Feaus, that while he reproves J . A 
them by the Mouth of a Heather, he may ſhame then plum 
into Virtue and Piety. | t Une 
Probably Balaam, among the reſt of the Heathe»;, ral Hina / 
loſt the original Inſtitution and Deſign of Sacrifices, ne * © 
the Light of Nature could not teach it him again a BY Gs 
therefore he makes no Anſwer about them; nor {zi IMC 
any thing of them; but the Light of Nature could teac lers, by 
him, that 70 do uh, Fc. was neceſlary to pleaſe Gacrifice 
But on the other hand, Suppoſe Balaam was inipirel 
to deliver this Sentence to Balak ; and ſuppoſe, lit voted 
he preaches Morality, he had gone 10 bo as to hae 0/227 / 
ſtrongly deny'd the Uſe of Sacrifices here, it can m*aM:0ds ar 
only a comparative Denial, i. e. a Preference of Mora). 1... c 
when compared with Ceremonies ; for Compariſons at 
expreſs'd often in this manner in the . ale Languages 0 dang 
by a Negatiop of one thing, and an Affirmat ion of Hes. 
other, as is abundantly evident in this very Caſe, H/ te their 
6. J defired Mercy and not Sacrifice, and the Know: e; 
God more than Burnt- Offerings. | / 1MPt 
3. Conſider yet further, . when the Prophet 1/aid ich t! 
reproves theFews for the want of moral Virtue, he peaHnto the 


more expreſly againſt Sacrifices than Balaam does hel 
He tells them, Their Oblations avere wain, their b 
Moons and appointed Feaſts were an Abomination, Iſal 
11, 12, &c. not that God had not appointed then 
but becauſe they were not attended with moral Vit: 
And upon this account he ſays, Bring no more wain® 


40 Vevs, 


lations : To what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sac! if 5 
unto me ? Jet all this Language of the Prophet does a or 
prove that Sacrifices were utterly uſeleſs under that Oe ce on J 
conomy wherein they were preſcribed ; for at wy Ming in 


by 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 47 
ge uſed by the ancient Heatheus, as we read 
I their own Writings, when either Beaſts or 1 
Men were devoted to Death, in order tofſave | 


ale 


We cuilty Perſon or a Nation from Puniſh- | 
ent, and the ſuppoſedAnger of their Gods ? | 
2: hat can be the Meaning of theſe Phraſes l 


$i 


Frei 
Clltes 
proves 
e them 


hen they are uſed upon this Occaſion, A. 
erruncare malum, or deorum iras, luſt rare 
pooulum aut exercitum, piaculum fieri, or 
nu, vl £10, 4 S, expiare cni- Ml 
un hanna, ſcelus, reatum ; I fay, what does all = 
Wh _ 115 mean, but to make Atonement for Sin, 

- o remove the Puniſhment from the Offen- 

3 tcaciWers, by letting it fall upon the Surety or 
Gacrifice? So the two Decii, Father and Son. 
pin evoted themſelves to Death, and ſaved the — - 


wh. * : 
ro hat man Army from the ſuppos'd Anger of the 
n mealrods and Deſtruction. So Menwceus is ſaid 


lorailt 
{ons at 
guage) 
of tis 
Haſ. vl 


u/eagt! 


Ohave devoted himſelf for the City of Thebes, if 
n danger of being deſtroyed by the Ar- | 
ves, So the Maſſilians were wont to expi- | 
te their City, by taking a Perſon devoted, | 
dy 1imprecating on his Head all the Evil to 


r 


t lich the City was liable, and caſting him i 
e (peabiito the Sea, with theſe Words, teln | 
es NOW yr, Be thou our Propitiatory Sacrifice. 
er M e 1 


| Ifai. So 
| chen 
Virtus 
Vain 
Sacrifi 


2 — IE A — 


„ —.ͤo ͤ 1 
Dk tt : 3 r 


n 


me the very ſame Prophet, as well as others, reproves 
lie Fewws for the neglect of the Sacrifices and Offerings 
bich God had appointed, Ja. xliii. 23. Mal. v1. 8. 
ach kind of Language therefore, whether uſed by a 


12 0 ue ora Gentile Prophet, only ſhews that a Depen- 
t "ak ce on Sacrifice without real Virtue and Piety, is worth 
t a by hing in God's Account. 
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learned Volumes *. Now when this is tht 
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48 Type Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect 1], 
So the Egyptians, as Herodotus teſtifics, u 
their Imprecations on the Heads of thofe th 
were devoted ro Death, that all Evil mit 


16 


— 


be turn'd from the Sacrificer, and from 


Egypt, and laid on the Head of the Sacrifice 


See many Citations and Inſtances of thi 
kind in learned Writers. Conſult G76. 


little Book of the Satisfaction of Chriſt, and 
let Agrippa anſwer thoſe Arguments better 
than any of the $9c7n7ans haye done before he 


renounce this Dottrme, Conſult another 


very ſhort Effay on this Subject by the lat 


learned Dr. Owezx, at the End of his Treatik 


of the Trinity, where, as I remember, ht 


ſhews the true Meaning of one Perſon's dig 


for another among the ancient Heathen 


and the Doctrine of Atonement for Sin 3 


practiſed among them, which may be caſi 


review'd without running to more largo and 


plan 
* Tt will be granted that the Heathens ſpeaking d 


their Sacrifices and Atonements for Sin, uſe ſome ſuc 


Expreſſions, as appeaſing the Wrath of their Gods, hy tM 
Blood of their Sacrifices, &c. which cannot proper) b 
apply d to the Sacrifice of Chriſ in their literal Senf 
becauſe in Propriety of Speech, God has no WII 
awakened in him by Sin, nor can any Blood prof! 
appeaſe that Wrath. But let it be remember'd, tha: tf 
ut God condeſcending to the Weakneſs of Mel 

Mmetimes ſpeaks in their Phraſes, and hath been ple 
ed to repreſent himſelf as angry on the account of git 
and as appeaſed by the Sacrifices of Atonement in {ev0" 
places of Scripture, tho the true and proper Ideas e 
theſe things are evident and obvious enough, as dhe 
have been explain'd before. 
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plain 


purgin 


among 
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Writin 
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plain Meaning of Atonement for Sin, or 
Loring away Sin by Sacrifice, fo well known 
among the Jews, and amongſt the Heathbens, 

. e. thro? all the World; I would aſk A- 

grippa why ſhould not the ſame ſort of Ex- 
che preſſions be permitted to fignify much the 
„ius ome thing, when they are made uſe of in the 
aud New Teftament, and apply'd to the Suffer- 
bettet ings and Death of Chrit, as an Atonement. 
we he tor the Sins of Men? : — 

\Ot her Were not the Apoſtles ſent to preach the 
\c l Goſpel to the Gentiles as well as the Jes? 
reatie Ml and if it could be fuppoſed that they uſed 


ame 
TrOM 


+ — 
1 N E 
Fill ! 


er, E theſe Expreſſions of Atonement only in con- 
in ormity to Few Cuſtoms and Phraſes, 
then Why did they uſe them ſo much among the 
Sin MGentiles? Did they not deſign to preach in 
call ſuch Language that the Gentiles might un- 
ge audi derſtand their Meaning? But if theſe Phra- 
ie the ks were well known among the Healbens as 
paz vell as the Jes, then why ſhould we not 
akg ſuppoſe theſe Expreſſions, when apply'd to 
me fac the Death of CHriſt, to be underſtood in the 


's, by L 


| common Senſe of Mankind, both Fews and 
perl) 8 | | . 


Centiles? 


al Sent 5 5 
„ WMI T'o confirm all this, let me enquire here, 
profei i What was the Senſe in which the primitive 
; that Chriſtians underſtood theſe Expreflions of 
ot e and his Apeſtles? How do they de- 
een ple. bo: SY : A po. 
nt of du eribe and fer forth their Conceptions of theſe 


in {ever 
4 Ideas 0 
, as Wd 


great and momentous Doctrines in their 
Writings ? Do they not ſpeak plainly and 
3% D ſtrongly 


n —— am wee I ppg - 


50 De Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect 11, 


ſtrongly of the Atonement of Chriſt for in, 
and his dying as a Sacrifice to expiate ir 
Offences, and their Intereſt in this Fore: vc. 
neſs by Faith? Now if primitive Writer, 
inform us this was the common Sent in 
-which the firſt Chriſtians underſtood be 
Speeches of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
| ſhould we not imagine that they took then 
in the right Senſe ? Why ſhould the Chucch 
be ſuppoſed to wait ſo many hundred Years 
for the true Meaning of the Chriſtian Doc 
trine till the Days of Socinus ? Why wis it 
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perſtition and myſterious Darkneſs, as the 
Doctrine of Atonement for Sin by the Deiin 
of Chrift, if theſe Speeches meant not lung 

_ elſe but natural Religion, or the Confirma- 
tion of it by the Martyrdom of a Prophet! 
In Doctrines and Expoſitions of leſſer Mo- 
ment I eaſily ſuppoſe many of the Father 
may greatly miſtake, but methinks in Doc- 
trines of ſuch vaſt Importance, Chriſt wid 
not ſuffer all hisearly Churches to be miſtaken. 
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Query III. A G AIN, I would aſk Ai. 
| pa, Was not Socrates raiſed 
up by Divine Providence to inſtruct a col. 
rupt Nation, and to reform a degener«ts 
Age, as he ſuppoſes Jeſus Chriſt to be ? Did 
he not teach the Unity of the true Cod, and 


Devotion of the Heart, in the midſt of man 
6 3 | Grecia 


left to wander ſo long in ſuch ſtrangt Su- 


the trueWay of worſhipping him by inward 


0 
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ward 
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» Wh Grecian Idolatries and Superſtitions, as Jeſus 
be taught the ſpiritual Nature of God and in- 
WW ward Religion, in oppoſition to the Tradi- 
f . tions of Fes, and mere outward Ceremo- 


lies? Was not Socrates accuſed for ſpeaking 
Wl 2cainſt the Idols of Athens, and the publick 
44 Religion, as Zeſus was for his reproving the 
corrupt Manners of the Jews? Was he not 
condemned by wicked Men, and put to 


"ears 7 — 5 | . 
Ig death by Poiſon on this account, as Chriſt 
88 was by the Croſs? Did he not bear his Teſ- 
e  fimony to the truth of his Doctrine, and 
_ ſeal it with his Death as 7eſ/us did? Do not 
Yall the Deiſts cry him up as a Martyr for the 
,. MW Unity of the true God, and the Rules of Virtue, 
thing 28 | : | | 
ba 5 ur modern Chriſtians make Chriſt a mere 


nen Martyr for his Doctrine of Reformation? 
Po. And had he not ſeveral Diſciples who taught 
his Doctrine concerning the Unity of God 


athers | 1. a 500 
Do and the Divine Perſections? And do they 
_— not declare the true Sentiments of Socrates 
Aken. ! <1 Maſter, as the Apoſtles declare the true. 


Doctrines of Chrift But does Socrates him-- 
elf, or any of his Diſeiples ever talk in ſuch 


its manner about his Death and the Cup of 
4 cor- b oiſon, as Chriff and his Apoſtles do about 
merle de Crucifixion of the bleſſed Jus] Do the 
> Did Cee Philoſophers lay out fuch. ſtrange 
J. abd0 Language upon it, and ſuch various and hard 
ward Fropes and F 1gurcs to repreſent the great 
F man Importance of his Death to their Practice of 
> eric N irtue, or the obtaining the divine Favour?, 


KATE D 2 Does 


World but that is not my preſent Buſineſs. 
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neſs to the Truth of his Doctrine, and to 


convince the World that he was ſent to pub- 


lin it; ſince his Crucifixion and Death, ac- 
cording to St. Paul's writing, lies as the 


Foundation of the Goſpel, that is, of the 


bleſſed Tidings of Peace and Reconciliation 


to God, and the Recovery of ſinful Men to 
Holineſs and Happineſs. : 
The Goſpel is ſo much concerned in the 


atoning Sacrifice of Chrift, that *tis repre- 


ſented by the Apoſtle, as a conſiderable and 
very important part of the Meſſage or Ford 
of Reconciliation committed to bim. 2 Cor. v. 
19, 21. God was in Chriſt reconciling the 


Werld to himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes * 


to them, ---- for he hath made him 10 be Sin 


for us who knew no Sin, that we might be made 


the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 


very IV.II WOULD yet further aſk 

5 Agrippa, Why St. Paul ſhould 
frequently repreſent the Goſpel as a great 
Myſtery *, a deep and ſacred thing which the 

F D 3 SIE 
It is known Mr. Locke has taught ſome Perſons to 
imagine, that in almoſt (if not entirely) all the Places 
where the Word Mystery is apply'd to the Goſpel, it re- 
lates chiefly or only to the preaching of it to the Gen- 


ales as well as to the Jews, and the Admiſſion of the 


Gentiles into the Kingdom of the Megiah. I grant it 
may include this in two or three Places; but tis ſuffici- 
ently evident, that in ſeveral other Scriptures it refers 
tothe Doctrines of the Goſpel itſelf, without any ne- 
ceſſary reference to the Reception of it by the Gentile 
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World knew not, nor could know till it ww. 
reveaPd? A Mytery which was hid from g 
and Generations, which was hid in God f 


all the antient Ages, or from the beginning 
of the World, the Fiſdem of God in a Ne. 


ry, the manifold Wiſdom which is nude &1 en 


by the Church to the Principalities and Pos 


of Heaven, (or which the Angels them(:!e; 
defire to pry into, as St. Peter ſpeaks) d 
winch is made known to the Nations by preach 


ing the Myſtery of Faith, the great Myſtery 


W 


of Godlineſs ? Is there any ſuch depth of d., 


vine Wiſdom manifeſted in the common 
Truths of natural Religion? Is there ny 


ſuch hidden Myſtery in the Doctrines whic! 


the Light of Nature teaches, as that the for. 
mer Ages of the World could not 


poſſibly 
find it out, and which Angels are forcc 
pry into, in order to learn it? Is there any 
thing that deſerves ſuch Language in th* 
Dictates of Reaſon, even if you ſhould add 


the happy Reſurrection of the Body to them, 


which is diſcovered by Chrift as the Reward 


of his Faithful Followers? But that the Son 


of God, who dwelt in the Boſom of the Tale. 


Before the World was, who was with God, and 
' who was God, ſhould take Fleſh and Bloc. 
upon him, that he might be capable of y- 


ing, and that he ſhould actually die in the 
room and ftead of guilty Men as a Sacrifice 


of Atonement, that he ſhould reconcile 14: 


10 God by his Death, that he ſhould riſe a- 


gain, 


C 


gain, 2 
j Salvati 
| Pardor 
ferings 
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| crdthe Operations of the Spirit. 55, 
aan, and reign in Heaven to compleat this 0 
© WT Silvation, and that finful Men muft obtain ih 
Pardon of Sin and eternal Life, by the Sut- 1664 
g eerings and Death of the Son of God as a Sa- ji: 
crifice in their ſtead, and by Faith in his 
Blood; this is ſuch a Doctrine unknown to 
the World, ſucha divine Myfery as deſerves 9 
all theſe Expreſſions of Wiſdom and Honour 
which the Apoſtle applies to it. Tho? the 47 i 
8 Heathens as well as the Fetus might eaſily un- 1-10 
| derſtand this Doctrine when it was preach | Ml 
| to them, according to the Notion of Expi- 
| ation by Sacrifices, which was familiar to 
| them, yet it was organ a Myftery which [ 
they could not have known without expreſs 4 
Revelation, and they were averſe to receive | 
it when*twas reveal ec. 


Very V. T WIL L make another Query, all 
I andaſk Agrippa and his Friends 
| again, Why St. Paul ſpeaks of the Goſpel 
| of Chriſt as ſuch a Matter of Folly and Ri- 
dicule in the eſteem of the wife Men of this 

World, or the Heathen Philoſophers, if it 
| were little more than the Doctrine of the 
Light of Nature, the Rules of Virtue, and 
the Favour of God to thoſe who followed 
them with a Repentance of their former Vi- __ 
ces? Why ſhould he call this Goſpel be 
Foolifhneſs of preaching, by which it pleaſed- Foil 
Cod to fave them that believe? Why ſhould 106 
| ke ſpeak of his venturing to preach it as a | 
255 D. 4. Mat- ih 
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Matter of Courage ſufficient to boaſt c 2»! 
that ſeveral] times over; that be 75 net of 11:7 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt , that be is no! ap 4 t 
| preach it even at Rome, and that he 1 


call the Cr ofs of Chriſt his Glory 5 Rom. i. 


and 2 Tim. i. 12. and Gal. vi. bearing wp 


boldly thro all the Reproach and Shame hat 
Was cal upon his Doctrine by the Men ot 
Wiſdom and Philoſophy? If the mere R 


ration of natural Religion was the g and 


£ Subject or chief Theme of his Mini, ry, 
Would the Heal ben Philoſophers have © 


onounced Foolifhneſs upon it; or have jut 
75 to ſhame for ſuch ſort of Doctrine as 
their own Reafon might teach them, an {c ſe⸗ 
veral of them did teach? It is evident thure- 
fore, that the Name of Chrift crucified, in 
the Apoſtle s Lips, includes in it the Rccon- 
ciliation of ſinful Man to God, by the Sut- 
ferings of the curſed Death of the Croß 
which Jeſus endured, and which is laid at 
the Foundation of his Religion. This is 
that which ſome of the Philoſopher. 0 
Greece would deride andcall Foolifhneſs, (c 
for one Perſon to hope for Pardon of S 
and eternal Life by the Sufferings and Duath 
of another; and this is the Doctrine of vu 
St. Paul is not aſhamed, but makes it dhe 
Matter of his Sermons and his Glory. 


Ro. VI. M GHT 1 be permitted 
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| Son of 


Might 
9 


4 


interrogative Manner, I would enquire of 
|  Agrippa and his Companions, Whether a 


much meaner Perſon than they themſelves 
believe Jeſus Chriſt to be, might. not have 
been ſufficient to be ſent from God as a Pro- 


phet, to reſtore natural Religion, and teach. 


the World all the Doctrines which Chr/# 


taught them? I. ſuppoſe they believe him, 


according to Scripture, to be the on begot- 
ten Son of God, who lay in the Boſomof the Fa- 
ther before the Foundation of the World, the 
Brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon, by whom and far 
ohm all things were created in Heaven. and 
Earth, wvifible and invifible, who is Lord 


of Angels, and to whom all the Principalities 


and Powers of the upper World are made ſub- 


ect, and are but his miniftring Spirits, Now 


was it worth while for fo very illuſtrious a 
Being, who is ſo near to Godhead even in 
their Senſe, to be ſent down on this Earth to 
ſpend a Life in Labour and Sorrows, to be 
ſcourged and buffeted, and nail'd to a Croſs, 
and expire there in the midſt of Shame and 
Agonies, if his chief Buſineſs had been to 


| reſtore natural Religion as a great Prophet 


or Teacher, and to die in the Confirmation 
of it > Might not 7/aiah or Jeremiah, or one 
ok the old Prophets have been raiſed to Life 


| for ſucha Purpoſe as this, rather than the only 


Son of God ſent down to die ſo cruelaDeath? 
Might not ſome new Prophet have been 
b 9 D 5 | 
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ed to the World, and then died as a Marty; 


Saviour ever pronounce, which the Tong 
of a much inferior Perſon could not wre 
; pronounced ? What viſible Miracle ai „nage 


Is the Choice of ſo divine a Meſſenger or 


fice? Surely if we believe the Hiſtory o. 


* 8 — 
2 > 
= ay 


„ r 
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Miiſſion and Death of a meaner Perfon could 


— 
FE 


erifice of himſelf ; or as Jeſus himſelf informs 


tion | 
and 1 
the fa 
great 
Salva 
2735 

all thi 
5s the 


raiſed up amongſt Men, and been furniſ 50 
with the Power of Miracles like MC,, tc 
have atteſted all the Truths that /e preach- 


for them, and roſe again to give them ( on. 
firmation? What Doctrine did our biet 


} 
vl 
i 
7A 
%s 


work, which a Moſes or an Elijah could no: il 247 ge: 


have wrought by Commiſſion from Heaven! ng 7 hi 
el. i. 


his BI 
the In 
every ( 
ated, 
I thy 
Chriſt, 
ſelf wi 
from 
ces.” 
| Matte 
Perſor 
- atta 
ove 
Hear 
urpo 
Death 
An 
Son of 
might 


ſuch Purpoſes of a mere Prophet, as mg 
have been fulfilled by much meaner Peri, 
agreeable to the Conduct of ſupreme Vi. 
dom? Or had the great God fo little 
for the Peace and Happineſs of his beſt c 
loved Son, as to make him a needleſs Brent 


Goſpel, and the Language in which it 1. 
preſſed, our own Reaſon would teach us {0 
to believe, that ſo glorious a Perſon as J 

ſus Chrift was ſent down and died for ſor 
ſuch grand and important Deſign as ite 


never effect, i. e. as the Apoſtle Pa! cx. 
eſſes it, io purge away our Sins by the Se- 


us, 70 give bis Life a Ranſom for ſinful Men 

And*tis well worthy of our Notice, at 
in feveral Places of the New Teſtament, 
where the Death: of ri and our Redemp- 


tion 


aud the Operations of the Spirit. 59 
tion by it are mention'd, there the Dignity! ht 
and ſublime Character of our Saviour is at |: 
the fame time repreſented, to ſhew us how 
{ oreat a Perſon this was who muſt die for our 
| Salvation, as in the Text now cited, Heb. 1. 
| 2, 2. The Son of God who is appointed Heir of 

all rhings, by whom he made the World, who 
's the Brightneſs of his Glory, and his expreſs 
Image; and it is this glorious Perſon who 
purged away our Sins by himſelf, i, e. by offer- 
ing himſelf a Sacrifice, as Heb. ix, & x. 50 
Col. i. 14. In whom «we have Redemption thro 
bis Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins; who 1s 
the Image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of 
every Creature, for by him were all things cre- 
ated, viſible and inviſible, Heb. ix. 13, 14. 
I” the Blood of Bulls and Goats purified the 9 
Heſb, &c. how much more ſhall the Blood , Wt 
Chriſt, who thro the eternal Spirit offered him- il 
ſelf without Spot to God, purge our Conſciences | 
from dead Works ? and in feveral other Pla- 11 
ces. Do not all theſe Repreſentations of te 
Matter teach us, that the Death-of a meaner 
Perſon than the Son of God was not ſufficient 
to attain theſe Ends, and conſequently that 
lo very glorious a Perſon was ſentdown from 
Heaven to live and die on Earth for ſuch 
Purpoſes as an inferior Perſon's Life and 
Death could never have attain'd ? | 
And as a much meaner Perſon than the 
Son of God, (viz.) a Prophet or an Apoſtle, ., 
mghthave been ſent from Heaven to hs 
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all the Doctrines which Chrif taught, an t0 
become a Martyr for them; ſo in fact the 


_ Apoſtles and a thouſand Martyrs in the pri- 


mitive Times did teach the ſame Doctrinas, 
did bear witneſs to the ſame Truths, and did 


actually die in Confirmation of them: They 
_ ſuffered Deaths full of Barbarity and Anguiſh 


in vindication of the ſame Goſpel, they ſea]- 
ed the ſame Covenant of Grace with tl 
Blood: And yet it is never ſaid concerts 
any of them, that they redeemed us with their 
Blood, that they were made a Curſe for us, or 
a Sin-Offering to reconcile us to God: They 
are never ſaid o make Atonement for our Sins, 
nor to give their Lives as a. Ranſom for is: 


They never are repreſented as bearing cu, 
Sins on their own Body on the Tree, tho? ſeve- 


ral of them were crucify'd as well as Chr:/} ; 
nor are we ever ſaid to be waſt*d from our 5:45 
in their Blood. Theſe are Expreſſions far above 
the Dignity of their Sufferings, and ſuch as 
belong only to the bleſſed Fefres : It would 
be a ſort of Blaſphemy againſt the Son of 
God to ſpeak thus concerning the Apcliics 
and Martyrs. And yet why might not thei? 


Ko ag be as well apply'd to the Apoſtlis 
f 


the primitive Martyrs, eſpecially ſuch 

as were inſpired of God to teach the ſame 
Doctrines, and appointed to die in vindica- 
tion of them, if their Sufferings were de- 
ſigned for the ſame Purpoſe, and meant the 
ſame thing as the Sufferings of the . 
8 80 
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Cod? At this rate we might have a hundred 
| S1viours and Redeemers, a hundred Sacrifices 
for Sin, and we might waſh: away our Ini- 
quities in the Blood of a hundred Martyrs, 
| Whereas, alas! the higheſt and beſt of them 


who ſtand before the Throne. of God in white 


Garments, Rev. vii. 14. they all waßß'd their 
| Robes and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb, tho! they themſelves came out of great 
Tribulations, laid down their own Livesas Wit. 
neſſes to the ſame Goſpel, and ſet the Seal of 
their Blood to the Truth of the ſame Promi- 
les. Surely the bleſſed Jeſus, our only Re- 
dcemer, died to accompliſh more ſublime 
Purpoſes than ever they could pretend to; 


he laid down his Life to procure. and obtain 
that Pardon and that Salvation both for them 
nd for us, which no meaner Perſons could 
ver obtain by. a thouſand Lives, or the Blood. 
i ten thoufand Martyrdoms. FN 
Perhaps Agrippa will tell me, that Christ 
umſelf expreſsly aſſures Pilate, John xvili. 
87. To this end was I born, and fer this Cauſe 
Fame I into the World, that 1. ſhould bear wit 
to the Truth; and therefore it is evident 
rom his own Words that his prophetic Of- 
Ke was the very, Deſign of his. Incarnation. 
ut I. hope Agrippa will allow. this Anſwer, 
Pz.) that Chriſt came into the World for 
verat Ends, of which this was but one, 70 
Far witneſs to the Truth : And he himſelf as 
preisly tells his Diſciples, that there is be | 
Ks. other 
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other End alſo for which he came, and it 


would have been to very little purpoſe to have 
told Pilate of that, Matt. xx. 28. The »:y q 


Man came to give bis £ife a Ranſom for 
and John x. 10. 1 am come that ihe A 


might have Life; and in ver. 11. he inf 


us by what means he procures this Lil fo 
his Sheep, (viz.) I am the good Shepherd 


giveth his Life for the Sheep ; and ver 15 0 i 
received Commandment from the Father . be) 
down his Life, and take it again. St. au 
teaches the Jews the ſame Doctrine, and 
aſſigns the ſame End for ChrifPs Incarintion, 
Heb. ii. 14. Becauſe the Children wor: Par: 


takers of Fleſh and Blood, Chrift Bi, eil 
part of the ſame, that thro” his own De: 0 
might deſtroy the Devil and his Works 


Heb. x. 5, Sc. becauſe the Fexw!/b Sicrifice 


and Offerings of Beaſts could not take ay ay 


Sin, Chriſt had a Body prepared for hin. thil 
thro the offering of this Body of Jeſus o. 4 


all, we might be perfected by his own v9 
ce. And Peter aſſures us, 1 Pet. i. 19. 


that we are redeemed by the precious 55 11 i 


Chriſft,.. who was fore-ordained from the bl. 
dation of the World, but was manifeſt . thelt 
loft Times, Thus it appears that the gre. 
End for which Chrift came, was to btain 
Pardon of Sin by dying for us. 

Let me add to this, that not only the 
Decree of God, but in the very firſt P: omiſe! 
en to Man aſter his F all, Chris is repre: 
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ſented as one appointed to ſuffer, Cen. iii. 


Wi: The Serpent who bruiſe bis Heel, In 
me firſt and moſt ſignificant Figures of him 


| by Sacrifices, his Death and Blood were pre- 
toured : In the various Promiſes of the Me/- 


, eſpecially by Jaiab and Daniel, he is 
beld forth as a Saviour from Sin, by his be- 
cut off, by his /uffering and dying, and 
0 i being made a Sin-offering. Are not all theſe 
dings ſufficient to teach Agrippa, that our 
bleſed Lord was not merely put to death by 
che occaſional Rage of the wicked Jets a- 
„ eainſt him as a Teacher of Holineſs, and a 
„Reformer of Mankind, as he ſuppoſes, but 
chat he was originally deſigned and appoint- 


ed to die a Sacrifice for Sin? ' Tis plain, that 
n be was early foretold and prefigured in the 
"3 WM Promiſes and Types and Prophecies under 
dis Character of a ſuffering Saviour, that 
hat he came into our World for this End, and 


„hat he was at laſt delivered, or given up into 
dhe hands of his Crucifiers, by the determi- 
0. e Counſel and Fore- knowledge of God, for 
cis Purpoſe, As ii. 23. And as ſuch he is 
e (eſcribed and preached by himſelf and 
„us Apoſtles. * 
elt Paulinus was going on with his Queries, 
tall 


when one in the Company (I think it was 
Cavenor) interrupted him thus: I have lately 
heard, Sir, that {ome of the Friends and Fol- 
wers of Agrippa have been made ſenſible, 
at a mere Martyrdom to bear witneſs to the 
| Truth 
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Truth of the Goſpel, is not. —_— to aver 
the Purpole defign'd by the Blood of Cl 

according to Scripture ; and therefor: the 
have found out a new way to explain the 


Phraſes of making Atonement for Sis, and 


dying as a Sacrifice for our Sins; they ſup. 
poſe them to reach a little further, d 
ſignify to us, that as he Mages or F. i. 
ment of Sin is Death, ſo the Death of (i 
was deſigned to ſhew us what Sin defer ved, 


and by this means to diſcover to us the great 


Evil of Sin, and to excite us thereby t. Re. 
pentance and a Life of Holineſs ; and that 
tis chiefly in this manner that we are {id ty 
be ſaved by the Death of Cbriſt, or r Salvo; 101 is 
aſcribed 1 his Blood. 

I grant, ſays Paulinus, this is s ſomething 
nearer to the Purpoſe than the former Opt 
nion of mere bearing witneſs to his Goſp:! 3: 6 


Martyr: but ſtill it falls far ſhort of che 


grand Expreſſions and the plain . Aſſerrions 
of Scripture, concerning the Sacrifie 0 
Chriſt : and tho' the Death of Chriſt 1 


Atonement muſt needs include this 2+ one 


Deſign of it, (vz.) to ſbew what our Hi de- 


_ ſerved, yet this cannot be the whole Doc: r1ne 


which is meant by the ſacred Writers, hen 


they teach us expreſsly the other En and 
Deſign of Sacrifices, (viz.) ſuffering i it 
room and ſtead of the Sinner in a much ſtrong- 
er manner, and apply it to the Death of 


"DE laying, that be died for our Sins, lat 


he 


1 0 
* + 


GM 


he gave 


are rec. 
made pe 
redet me 
ing mas 
in bis I 


| tho* the 
Sia, ye 


Surety 


fenders 


Deſign 
which 
meant 
comme 
the De; 

I wo 
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and of 
their ſa 


meant 
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ond the Operations of the Spirit. 65 
are reconciled to God by his Death, that he 


redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, by be- 
ing made a Curſe for us, that he bare our Sins 
in his Body on the Tree, &c. all to ſhew that 
| tho" the Juſtice of God required Death for 
Sia, yet the Mercy of God accepted of a 


| fenders. Why muſt this more important 
which is far leſs, were the only thing that was 


common Reader into a groſs Miſtake about 
the Deſign of the Death of CHriſt? 
I would inquire earneſtly of the Friends 
of Agrippa, It the Ideas of the holy Apoſtles 


their ſacrifical Expreſſions concerning Chriſt, 
than to teach us what Sin deſerved, Why do 
they not ſpeak theſe Ideas in proper Lan- 
| guage, more plainly, directly, and expreſſ- 
ly? Why ſhould ſuch Phraſes, be ſo frequent- 


ciling us to God by his Death, and taking away 
our Sins by bis Sacrifice, if the Scripture 
meant no more than to ſhew us what Sin de- 
ſerves ? Is it not ſtrange that neither Chriſt 
nor his Apoſtles ſhould ever once uſe that 
Expreſſion among all their Speeches or Wri> 
dogs, .or;ever once tell us that the Death of 


he gave himſelf a Ranſom for Sinners, that we 


made peace by the Blood of his Croſs, that he 


Surety to die in the ſtead of the principal Of- 
Deſign of Sacrifice be only exprels'd, if Pother, 


meant? Would not this lead almoſt every 


and of Chriſt himſelf went no further in all 


| ly uſed, as making Atonement for Sin, Tecon- 
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66 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Se fl 


When Man had ſinn'd at firſt, Did get 


of the Sinner, not only to ſhew what Sin de. 
ferved, but thereupon he granted the er 


us, Acts xiii. 39. The Few Sacrifices them- 


and 
but, as I 
Land prop 
Faults as 
their pol 
jon, ane 
ment; 2 
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Chriſt was confined to this Deſign, if it 
deſigned nothing more? 

Beſides, Did not all the bloody Sacrifces 
which were offer'd under the Law, which 
are faid to make Atonement for Sin, disco. 
ver that Sin deſerved Death? And wha: did 
the Death of Chriſt do more than they? 


God appoint Sacrifices to be ſlain in the room 


a viſible Continuance in Life, ts ſhew that 
His Guilt was transferred to the Anima! which 
was ſacrificed ? Had not all the whole rain 
of expiatory Sacrifices from Adam down to 
Cbri, this ſame: Signification ? and yet we 
are cold, Heb. x. 4. It is not poſſible that tht 
Blood of Bulls and Goats foould really 12% d. 
coay Sin, ii e. remove the Guilt of our Sins 
from before God, who is Judge and Lord 
of Conſcience. What did they do then? 
Why; they did that typically and in e way 
of Emblem, which the Blood of the Son of 
God was to do really and effectually. I 
very plain, that the Sacrifice of Chriſt was to 
effect that which all the  Moſaztal Sacriſices 
could not do: It was to remove from Men 
ſuch moral Guilt as the Fewiſh Sacrifices could 
not remove, and juſtify us from that Guilt, 
from which the Law of Moſes could not i 


ſelves did not only ſhew the Deſert of . 
lt,4 


and the Operations of the Spirit, 67 
but, as I have ſaid before, did make a real 
land proper Atonement for civil or ceremonial 


their political Lord and the King of the Na- 


jon, and freed the Sinner from civil Puniſh- 


before God, as the Lord and Judge of Souls 


and Conſciences, i. e. they were the Types 


er Nrere not much underſtood by the Fews of 
? p | 


old, yet they were to be accompliſhed and 
fulfilled by the bloody Sacrifice of the Son of 
God, or his offering up his own Life in the 
room of Sinners; Ft *ts by this Doo 
Sacrifice of our Saviour, that the moral Guilt 
of Sin is really removed from the Souls and 
onſciences of true Chriſtians, as the cere- 
mie! Defilements or political Guilt pf an 


but it require ſuch a Dignity of Perſon as 
Was found only with the Son of God, to take 


ment for the moral Guilt of the Souls of Men, 


But to return to my Paper of Queries; I 


upon theſe Repreſentations of things too long, 


Faults and Defilements in the fight of God as 


ment; and they did alſo make a Hical A- 
tonement for the moral Guilt of the Offender 


ſuch an Atonement. And tho? theſe Types 


Mraelite was taken away by the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, All theſe meaner Sacrifices would 
be ſufficient to ſhew that Sin deſerved Death; 


away our Sins, f. e. to make a real Atone- 


of which all the former were but Shadows 
and Figures. Zow win Ll Aff co Te. 


muſt now entrext your Excuſe for dwelling. 


and perhaps tor rehearſing them too often: 
ERS | But 
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68 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sc. 
But as I am ſenſible of the great Ini irc 
of the Conteſt that is between us, Ian con. 
tent to be called a Repeater, if I may be þ 
happy as to hit the Soul of the Mn why 
hears or reads this in a right Vein, at con 
vey the Doctrine of the Propitiation oi vi 
for Sin with ſome Light and Force to the 
Mind by all this Variety of Expreſſion, and 
this Repetition of Ideas. 
Here ] deſire it may be obſerved, tht fe 
veral of the Queries which I have matt con- 
cerning the Atonement of our Sins by the bab 


of Chriſt, might be alſo made with the {ame 


Juſtice concerning the San#ifcaticn aal 
Natures by the Holy Spirit; which two great brit /P 
Doctrines are eminently and peculiarly ſor 100 C0 
of the prime Subjects and.Glories of ti. Gol N 

pel, and are equally left out of Avri991 al gurd, 

Creed. Can Agrippa ever ſuppoſe that ali” jor ev, 
the illuſtrious and magnificent ExpreſHπ¹i tions 
which are uſed concerning the Work of theſo0roina 
Spirit of God on the Souls of Men, to ſub- Jainly b 
due their Sins, to give them new. Hurts, 0 bo th 

ene to e 


change ond any Bi into. Holineſs, ud 


comfort them by. g But I p 


dding abroad a Goritgl 


the Love of God in their Hearts, can be Mear 
conſtrued into a mere Philoſophica! LW?” The 
and Practice of Virtue and Picty, raised YE by 
the rational Conſideration of thoſe r no? 
which were taught the Apoſtles by the 1 0 « 
ſtruction of the Holy Spirit, or which we re the $ 
confirmed among Men. by his. extract nn. muste, 
b Piet) or 
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Gn, 
for as we ought, but the Spirit bimſelf = iris th 
Interceſſion for us, Rom. viii. Thr Chr pre Cuil 
both have acceſs by one Spirit unto the "ther Pro" the 
Ep h. 11. If ye thro the Spirit 40 m, 15 . Phraſes 
Bad: of the Body, ye tall live, Rom. vi he Goſp 

e thre the Spirit wait for the Hope „ Ne be cal 
 teouſneſs by Faith, Gal. v. G04 HA fag Wc me e 
_ the Beginning choſen 1 you to Salvation th, u ifficult 
Sauctiſication of the Spirit, and Belief ef th juſt Rea 
Truth ? 2 Theſſ. ii. Javed us by the con ter pret 
of Regeneration, and renewing of . * erning 
Ghoſt, Tit. iii? And does St. Peter mean Ven in a 
no more than extraordinary Gifts, vc be d confi 
lays, Eleft according to the Farehnowi, ape if erely a 
God thro Sanctiſication of the Spirit unto Ohe. oſpel a 
dience, 1 Pet. i. 2. and in ver. 22 + bal Vorld ? 
Puri d your Souls in oveying the Tru. thil do with t 
the Spirit? And does St. Jobn mean only oP fe Ne 
extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit, whe ed Yes 
he ſpeaks to all: Chriſtians, to Farther. ve vid Teſt 
Men and Children, and tells them, , bart [Ll lo en 
an Undtion fre om the Hel One 3 avideth briſtian 
in au, and teaching you all things, 1. i al Apect fr 
things neceſſary to Salvation? And niany 0 01s Spiri 
ther Expreſſions. there are of this kind ie Ahauſtec 
are ſcattered thro” the New Teſtame! N briſtian 
Man can ſay aſus is Lord, but b 1 ne 
Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. I are: ihe Epiſtle 3! C by thout 
written, not with Ini, but with the $S' irit if omforte 
the Living God, 2 See m. If the Spirit N 0 
him that r aiſed Feſus from the dead 211 79 V] 


ns he ſoall quicken-your mortal Bodic: h bi 


: iris 
2 


iris that dioelleth in you, Rom. viii. 27 
ore builded together for an Habitation of God 
pro the Spirit; with many and various 
Phraſes to the ſame purpoſe, And 1s not 
he Goſpel itſelf ſuppoſed on this account 
to be called the Miniſtration of the Spirit ? 
Let me enquire now, Would it not be a very 
wAcult and painful Tafk for any Man of 
uſt Reaſoning, and a ſincere Conſcience to 
nterpret all theſe Scripture-Expreſſions con- 
erning the Work of the Holy Spirit on 
Men in a juſt Conformity to Agrippa*s Creed, 
Ind confine them all to extraordinary Gifts, 
erely as an Evidence of the Truth of the 
oſpel at the firſt Promulgation of it to the 
Vorld? What! have we had nothing to 
lo with the Operations of the Spirit of God 
the New Teſtament for thefe ſixteen hun- 
red Years ? Were all the Promiſes of the 
od Teſtament, concerning the Bleſſed Spi- 
it ſo entirely fulfill'd in the firſt Age of 
kuiſtianity, has we have nothing now to 
Apect from them? Are all the Comforts of 
us Spirit in the New Teſtament ſpent and 
xhauſted, ſo that none of them remain for 
iriſtians in our Day? And is the ſame Goſ- 
| now become a ſpiritleſs Goſpel to Men, 


thout a divine Converter, or a divine 
eomforter! 2 


Wy VII. N the ſeventh Place 1 would 


alk En to put this Que- 
ſtion 


and the Operatious of the Spirit, 71 
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52 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sc II. 
{tion-alſo to Agrippa and his Friends. 1 
not the Sacraments of Baptiſin and the 7 
Supper generally and juſtly eſteemed 0 oh 
_ comprehenſive Emblems of the peculiar Glo. 
ries of Chriſtianity, and were they . 
ſtituted to keep in mind the chief and moſt 
ſpecial Bleſſings of the Goſpel, the f. ar 
and important Doctrines of the bleſſed e. 
ſus? Now what is it theſe two Sacraments 
_ repreſent to us? Does not Baptiſm duſign tn 

exhibit the Purification of our Souls rom 

Sin, and the change of our Tempers te Ho. 
lineſs by the Spirit of God, which is r« pre 
ſented as Rivers of Water, as clean WW: 
either poured out or ſprinkled _ WS, hich 
ſhall make us clean and holy? And In alk: 
ſion to this, Does not Chriſt himfelt i: 
that wwe muſt be born of Water and of the We 
rit, if ever we would ſee the Kingdom o O 
that we muſt be waſh'd and purify'c 0 _ 
our ſinful Habits by the Spirit of Gor, ar 0 
become penitent Pa holy in Heart and L. fe! 


and that we muſt enter into the Protection n of 


Chriſtianity by Baptiſm as the Symbol ol 
this inward and divine Purification * But 


where is this to be found i in the Creed of 


Agrippa! 

Abe other Ceremony of the Goſpe! tne 
Lord's Supper; and what does this re; reſent 
in the Inſtitution of it by our hleſſed Sion 
Does not he himſelf tell us in the Form 0 


this Inſtitution, that it is the Repreſents: 


4142 0 
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I and the Operations of the Spirit. 73 
re of his own Body which cas broken for us by 
WM Wounds upon the Croſs, and his own Blood 
b- bie was ſhed there for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
o- WM under the two plain Emblems of Bread and 


- WM Wine ? But are not theſe ſacred Repreſenta- a 
of: WM tions of ſuch important Truths explain'd a- | 
ar WM way by a forced Conſtruction of the Words? * 
Ca ſuch ſtrong Expreſſions of a dying Re- N 
etz deemer receive due Honour by a Confine 
1 10 nent of them to a mere Memorial of a dying 1 
om Martyr to confirm his Doctrine, or by ſink- 1 
10 Ing them to a mere figurative Manifeſtation i} 
De- of what Sin deſerved, without any proper 73 
% Expiation of it? Would an expiring Pro- 1 
nich phet utter ſuch Speeches as would naturally » 1 
e- 1cad his Diſciples into ſo/great a Miſtake? Fi | | 
Would the Saviour of the World in his laſt 1 
II. Converſation with his Friends, betray them ll ” 
04 "i ifto ſuch ſuperſtitious Errors as Agrippe ſup- Wl | 
rom Wl poſes the Doctrine of his Atonement for Sin 19 
aa e be? Would his Wiſdom and his GOOd. 
zie! ves either incline or permit him to tell his Wil 
ol Diſciples ſo expreſsly, that his Blood was 0 
0) or ſhed for the Remiſſion of their Sins, and mean 1 

by no more by it than Agrippa docs? Ae 
ed 0 | / | | th 

ur VIII. AFTER I had proved | bl 
s 116 by the Force of the for- | 1 
cient mer Queries, that the Goſpel doth evident- 19 
our! Will ly reveal this Doctrine of Chriſt's Atonement 4 


m of ſor Sin, and our Sanctiſication by theHoly Spi- 
41.0088 , then to confirm this yet further, I Wi 
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14 - The Sacrifice of Chriſt, 


10 bow , before the moſt high Cb with 


Sect. II. 


would inquire of Agrippa in the next Place, 


What were the moſt neceſſary and mot n- 


ortant Bleſſings which Mankind in thei: Gn. 
ful and miſerable Eſtate ſtood in nec | of, 


and which accordingly the Goſpel reg 


and beſtows ? Tell me, Agrippa, Wh arc 
our chief Neceſſities, and what are the chief 
Favours which we want from Heaven? 
Do we not find ourſelves guilty befor: 
God by our many Iniquities and V1olation 


of his holy Law ? Do not our Hearts +: 


and condemn us? And do we not 425 <> in 


need of divine Forgiveneſs ? Is not the «- 


waken'd Conſcience of Man in his naue! 
Eſtate, ſollicitous how he ſhall obtain . 


don of the great God? Has not this be the 
Inquiry of thoughttul Perſons in ail g, 


What jhall I do to appear before the Ford and 
Acceptance? Has there not been a Sener! 
Tradition among Jews and Gentiles, thi the 
Anger of God was to be removed by it 
fices, or the putting to death of lome ant 


mal Creature in the room of criminal 
Whence came this univerſal Traci. 10 


Whence this general Senſe of Mankind. 
there muſt. be an Atonement for Sin Br 

by Sacrifices? It does not look like t: in 
vention of Man, as Porphyry has ſhewn ng 
ago, to cut living Creatures to pieces, 4 and 
burn their Entrails, in order to plea. ht 

Maker. Is it not highly * therefore 


that 


a} 
thatit 
or dn 
Promi 
cy fro 


ſuch S 


| this pL 


ſome 1 
A nd 1 
(roſpe! 
the fol. 
Men ? 
found 

Atonel 
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. 
dat it was ſome original Inſt itution of God, 
or divine Appointment, attended with a 
1 WT Promiſe or Encouragement to hope for Mer- 
„cy from an offended God? And what could 
sach Sacrifices of brute Creatures ſignify to 
irc chis purpoſe 3 but as they were Figures of 
i-\ WH ome more valuable and richer Sacrifice? 
And is not this the very thing which the 
re WM Goſpel of Chrif reveals, and hereby anſwers 
e ſollicitous and anxious Inquiries of guilty 
Men? even that there is Forgiveneſs to be 
in WM found with God, and that the Sacrifice of 
i- Wl Atonement is his own Son, by whom we have 
11 WW Redemption from Puniſhment z bis Blood, 
ben the Forgiveneſs of Sins thro the Riches of 
e %s Grace ? 5 
05, Again, What is the next chief Concern 
„and Inquiry of an awaken'd Soul? 1 find my 


Nature prone to Sin, my Senſes and Paſſions 
lead me aſtray from the inward Dictates of 
my Duty : Temptations in this World are 
great and many, my own Strength to reſiſt 


chem is but Weakneſs, they prevail over 
ne notwithſtanding all my better Reſolu- 
ons. Is there no Aſſiſtance in this difficult 
Work to be obtain'd from Heaven, whereby 


de may keep myſelf from the Defilements of 


Im finful World, and ſerve and pleaſe my 
ng Maker and my God ? And is not this alſo 
and mother Bleſſing which the Goſpel reveals? 
bs WW ven the Spirit of God promiſed to mortify 
ore our Sins, to renew our Souls to Holineſs, to 
E 2 ſanctify 
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76 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec. II. 
ſanctify us and reform us toa heavenly Hm. 
per, to enable us in ſome meaſure to do our 
_ preſent Duty here, and fit us for the Enjoy. 
ment of God hereafter ? 5 

Thus that ſacred Book, the New Teſt. 
ment, diicovers to us thoſe two moſt 1 


nent and important Bleſſings which an awa- 


kened Sinner feels himſelf to ſtand in ccd 


of; and yet Agrippa has left them both out 


of his Creed. 
Query IX.C vl N C E the Goſpel has re. 
vealed theſe two Bleſſi in 
ſuch expreſs Language for the Relief of (i 
ful Man: What is there in the Deſcription 
or Propoſal of them in the Goſpel that s 
croſs to the Dictates of right Reaſon ? Va 
is there in the literal Senſe of theſe Doctrine 
that is contrary to the Nature or Perfcc::0:!5 


of God, or diſagreeable to the Reaſo! - 


Man? What is there that ſhould conti 
Us to conſtrue them into a metaphoricalꝰ den 
and to explain them merely as Figures and 
Emblems ? It is granted, indeed, thi: e 
Reaſon of Man could not find them out; yi 
when once they are revealed and prope 


to us, Do they not appear very content 


with our beſt Reaſonings about God or an, 
and conſiſtent alſo with all other Parts ot di- 
vine Revelation ? 

It muſt be confeſs'd there are ſome things 
ſo deſcribed in Scripture, as makes it nec 
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— 


and Figures; as for inſtance, there are ſe- 
veral Expreſſions which repreſent God to us 
as ſeeing with his Eyes, as hearing with his 
Eos, as working with his Hands, as rejoicing, 


- as grieving, as repenting, Sc. and theſe can- 
5 not be underſtood in their literal Senſe, be- 
al cauſe it is contrary to the Nature of God who 
is a Spirit, contrary to our Reaſon in our beſt 
Apprehenſions of God, and 'tis allo contra- 
- ry to other Places of Scripture where God 
If 


is declared to be a Spirit, who hath no bodi- 
iy Parts or Paſſions : And theſe are ſufficient 
Arguments to conſtrain us to forſake the li- 


3 tera] Senſe, and to conſtrue theſe Expreſſions 
at in Scripture as mere Figures and Reſemblan- 
ies ces of divine Things, ſpoken after the man- 
me ner of Men, So in the Lord's Supper, when 
0! Chrift ſays, This Bread is my Body, it cannot 
a be underſtood in the literal Senſe, becauſe 
105 tis contrary to the Teſtimony of our Senſes, 
10 our Reaſon, and the Scripture, that the 
W Body of Chriſt ſhould be handled and eaten 
yer by the Apoſtles, and yet at the ſame time 
8 be ſitting at the Table and eating with them, 
wich a hundred other Abſurdities which attend 
an, the Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; 
d. it muſt be therefore a figurative Expreſſion, 
and *tis hard to conceive how any reaſonab je 
1 and honeſt Mind ſhould miſtake the tru e 
75 Meaning, (viz.) this Bread is the Sign or Fi- 


dure of my Body. 


E 3 But 


fary to explain them by the help of Tropes 


78 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec, I. 
But in the plain ſcriptural Doctrines © the 
Atonement of Chriſt for Sin, and the Afſiitan. 

ces or Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit, towards 

the reſtoring of our Natures to Hol: neſ, 
there is nothing abſurd, nothing inconſiiten: 
with Reaſon, or with other Scriptures, 14 


as to make it neceſſary to conſtrue then by 


| Tropes and Figures. This may be made 
ſufficiently to appear, if we aſk but a fs 


ueſtionson each of theſe Subjects. And hit, 


of the Atonement of Chriſt for our Sins. 
ls it not a moſt reaſonable thing thi: 4 
Penalty ſhould be annexed to the Franc 

ſion of God's holy Law, in order to «ter 


Men from finning againſt God? Is not Leat). 
a proper Puniſhment for Sin? Hath not the 


Tranſgreſſor well deſerved it? Is not the Ex 


ecution of this Threatning a proper Man: 
to ſecure the Honour of God's Author!ty, 
his Juſtice, and his Government of the 
World? But is there no room for Mercy to 
interpoſe and fave here and there a Criminal 


May not divine Juſtice receive the ſame Ho- 


nour, and the Authority and Government 


of God be as effectually ſecured in theWor!d, 


by making it appear that Sin is puniſh: 
and the Penalty executed upon a willing and 
avow'd Surety, as if the Sinner himſeli were 
uniſhed ? Will not the World learn herb) 
| Foo dangerous a thing it 1s to tranſgreſ the 
Law of God, when it appears that 


Mercy itſelf will not releaſe the Sinner with- 
wy out 
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out ſome atoning Sacrifice, without ſome 
Demonſtration of the Juſtice - of the Law of 
God, and his Hatred of Sin? And when 
ſo glorious a Perſon, and one fo dear. to God 
1s his own Son, becomes the Surety, How 
goth this more abundantly manifeſt that God 
ill not ſpare wilful Criminals, fince even 
his own Son muſt be ſmitten when he be- 
comes a Surety for the Sinner, rather than I} 
Sin ſhould go unpuniſh'd? J would afk yet Wa 
further, Why Agrippa ſhould think this Doc- " 
trine unreaſonable? Is not Suretiſhip for 
Debts a common thing among Men? Is it 
not practiſed daily? And is not the Surety 
ſeized, and the Debt exacted from him, it * 
the principal Debtor be inſolvent? Is he not 
made to ſuffer Impriſonment, and all the 
Hardſhips: of it on the account of the Princt- 
pal? And is not the Debtor diſcharged if 


the Surety pays the Debt? In criminal Caſes * 
indeed Suretiſhip is not ſo frequent among [ig 
Men, for they have not ſuch abſolute Pow- Wl 
er over the Life or Limbs of themſelves or 
others, nor have they ſo much Love for 11 
their Friends. But what good Reaſon is 
there, or can there be, why the Son of God, 1 

who had Power over his own Life, and whoſe = 
Compaſſion to guilty Man was exceeding. 1 
great, might not become his Surety, and 


ſuffer Death in his ſtead, 7. e. pay the Debt Will 
of Suffering, which the ſinful Creature owed 1 
to à juſt God ? e | * 

E 4 | 3 
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Is there not hereby a new and ſenſi! 


Honour done both to the Mercy and th: 


Juſtice of God the univerſal Governor, 7! 
{ing from this Contrivance of his Wiſdom, 
to puniſh Sin on ſuch a Surety, and yet to 
ſave ſinful Creatures, both which could 
hardly have been glorified any other way ? 


for if the Penalties had been fully exccuted } 


on the Sinner, Mercy would have loſt is 
Honours ; or if the Sinner had been per 
don'd without an Atonement, the Tutlic: 
and Authority of God the Governor, would 
{ſeem to have been too much neglected ni 


diſhonour'd. Thus this Doctrine of Atone- 


ment is ſo far from diminiſhing the Hour 
of the Attributes of God, that it high ex- 
alts them. 5 Be 
As to the ſecond Doctrine, (viz.) the Hifi. 
ences of the Spirit of God to ſaniFify our Nature, 
what is there more agreeable to Reaſon tian 
this When God ſaw the weakneſs of hi 
Creature Man fince the Fall, to change 51s 
on Nature into Holineſs, and to fulfil 1s 


Duty, how agreeable is it to our beſt Ap. 
any ofthe Mercy of God, to ſuppole 


that he would afford ſome divine Aids i 
thoſe who ſeek them? that he would grac!- 
ouſly aſſiſt the feeble Endeavours of 1 
Creatures to repent of Sin, and to ſpend _ 
Lives in Obedience to their Maker, and the 
by the Operations of his own Spirit; = 
that by this Spirit of his he would el 
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weak Creatures to overcome their powerful 
Temptations ? a Od : 

But I am very brief in theſe Enquiries, be- 
cauſe the Objections againſt theſe Doctrines 
have been often and abundantly ſatisfy'd in 


Anſwers that have been given to Socinian 


Writers in former and later Times. Since 


therefore there is no neceſſary Reaſon that 


requires us to conſtrue theſe ſcriptural Ex- 
preſſions into Tropes and Figures, Why 


ſhould we not underſtand the divine Deſcrip- 


tions of theſe Bleſſings of the Goſpel in their 
own molt evident and proper Senſe ? Why 
ſhould not Agrippa underſtand them as we 
do in their plain Meaning, ſince I am per- 


ſuaded Agrippa wants them as much as we? 


Why does he not humbly receive them, and 
live upon them as the Favours of a conde- 


ſcending God? Or let him boldly declare, 


that he does not want them, and therefore 
he cannot believe them. 


ND now the very laſt En- 
| quiry T ſhall put to Agrippa 
and his Friends, is this, which I mention'd 


Query X. 


before in my Diſcourſe, When you turn 


theſe peculiar Glories and Bleſſings of the 


Goſpel into Tropes and Figures, what is it 


you aim at, or expect to gain by it? What 
s the Advantage pretended or hoped tor by 
all this Force upon the Scripture, but by 
ripping the Religion of Chriſt of its pecu- 
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liar Honours, to make it appear more like Were 

the Religion of Nature, both to ourſelve and 
and our Infidel Acquaintance ? But give me hinte 
leave to aſk in the Name of God, Why ar: {MI Cerip 
we ſo much aſhamed of theſe peculiar and Place 
ſupernatural Glories of the Goſpel, which, WOE] 
were ſent from Heaven as the choiceſt Ba- ed on 
ſings to a wretched World? Muſt al the WW We! 
reveal'd Doctrines of God and his 561: 92 1JoCtr 
brought down to the Relith and Guſt of I. God « 
fidels, before we who call ourſelves (. no Te 
ſtians dare to believe them? Is there no Truth Reve] 
of God to be credited unleſs it ſquare with the di 
their Opinions? Why ſhould we bs ſo 0 honeſt 
licitous to avoid the Diſpleaſure of thoſe v ſuſpeẽ 
deny and ridicule theſe Articles of Falch, them 
which are the obvious and facred Menng Senſe 

of the Words of Scripture, and Which a! ucles 
given us to be the Life of our Souls ? W'y | But w] 
are we ſo fond to pleaſe and flatter those by Ch 
Men who deny the plain and expreſs Doc- Life-t 
trines of the New Teſtament, and ce{tro) | plain ] 
the moſt natural Senſe and Deſign of th- two WE by Pet 
Sacraments, the two only Ceremonies of the not on 
Chriſtian Religion? Why ſo zealous a1 al 
Mnes « 


fooliſh to compliment the profeſs'd Av! WM ** 
ſaries of Chriſt and his bleſſed Goſpel ti 91 and wh 


dear a rate, as to part with the nobleſt F., I erte 
- vours of Heaven to humour and pleaſe them! Langy 
To conclude, if theſe were Doctrines dt Seat a 

Propoſitions only. mention*d. occafionally, N of t 


and but once or twice in the Bible; if the) ls toret 
4 were WW: ens 
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were only taught in Emblems and Metaphors 
and dark Prophecies ; if they were only 
hinted in the warm and pathetic Parts of 
Scripture, and never mention'd in thoſe 
Places where the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
wereprofeſſedly taught ; ifthey were preach- ; 
ed only by one Apoſtle, or only written in 1 
one part of an Epiſtle; if they were ſuch | 
Doctrines as ſtood contrary to the Nature f it 
God or the Reaſon of Man; if they receiv'd & 
no Teſtimony or Support from the former þ 
Revelations of God, or from other Parts of : | | 
| 


the divine Diſpenſations towards Men, an 
honeſt and ſtudious Man might be ready to * \ 
ſuſpect, whether the Words which expreſs ü 
them ought to be conſtrued in the literal » 
Senſe 3 or at leaſt, whether they were Ar- 7 
lickes of any Importance in Chriſtianity. Wn, 
But when this Scheme of Truth is ſpoken of * 
by Chriſt himſelf as far as was proper in his 1 
Life-time, and that both in Parablęs and in 0 
plain Language; when it is 80 taught | 
by Peter and Jobn as well as Paul, and that 1 
not only in one part of their Writings, but | 
in almoſt every Place where the great Doc- mM 
trines of Chriſtianicy are deſignedly taught, ö 
and where ſuch Truths might properly be 1 

8 

9 


wy 


inſer ted; when their Epiſtles are full of this 
Language whercſocver they ſpeak of the wo 
great an imporiunr Doctrines of the Goſpel, 1 
or of the practica! Uies of them; when it 1 
8 toretold by the ancient Prophets, prefigu- WW 


F 


Þ 
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red in the chief Ceremonies of the antient 


Church, and held forth in the Sacraments of 
the New Teſtament; I ſay, when I put all 
theſe things together, and others which | 
have mentioned as Proofs of theſe two cmi- 
nent Articles of Chriſtianity, I am fo over- 


power'd with Evidence concerning the true | 


and plain Meaning of the Language of 
_ Scripture, that J am ready to wonder how 
it is poſſible for any Man of Reaſon in die 
ſincere exerciſe of it, to read the New e 


tament, and not ſee there theſe great Articls 
of the Atonement for our Sins by the Blood i 
Chriſt, and the Sanctification of our Hearts | 


by the Holy Spirit, | 
I would therefore intreat Agrippa and his 


Friends toconſider once again, whether the) 


may not be miſtaken 1n their ſtrange Inter. 
pretations of the Word of God. I would 


intreat them once again to read the Gol- | 
pels and Epiſtles with an honeft Heart and | 


without Prejudice or Byaſs from their {o1- 


mer Opinions. And with their Studies get 


them join their earneſt Supplications to c 
great God ro guard them from Error, 


lead them into all Truth; and at the fat 


time let them maintain a pious Refo/iition 
to ſubject their Belief and Conſcience 0 
every thing that ſhall appear to be the FH 
Meaning of God in his Word : He giveth 
Wiſdom to them that ask it; he giveth to 16 
who are good in bis ſight, TELE 2 
andi; 
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ſtandin 
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ſanding, and Knowledge : He beſtows Wiſdom 
n the humble, and the meek will he guide in 
his way; he will ſhew them the Secret of his 
Covenant, and lead them into his Salvation. 


dp hp pre , E, pes 
 "SROCT MH: 

The Importance of the Doctrine of Chrijt's 
Atonement for Sin argued, 


AE NO R was one of the Friends 
and Diſciples of Agrippa, tho“ Pauli- 
nus knew it not. When he heard 


with a ſenſible Surprize to find the whole 
Current of Scripture run ſo contrary to the 
Opinions he had lately embrac*d, and he now 
confeſs'd he had never well conſidered theſe 
Matters before. The Caſe in ſhort was this: 
He had fallen into Company with ſome Per- 
ſons who were almoſt weary of Chriſtianity, 


| and had dropt as much of it as their Conſci- 
ences would let them part with at once : He 


was too eaſily led away from his former Faith 
by the Ridicule which was often caſt by the 
Diſciples or Friends of Agrippa on theſe Doc- 
trines which Paulinus defended: He was 
born down by the Bounces and Boaſts of juſt 
Reaſoning, which they never faild to make, 
and which, as they pretended, lay all on 
their ſide. However, he ſeemed at preſent 
r | aſtoniſh'd 


theſe Queries of Paulinus, he was ſtruck 


1411 
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aſtoniſh'd to obſerve, that the glorious De. 


{igns of God and his Grace in the Goſpel, |=! 


us plainly into other kind of Dorn nes than 


what is contained in Agrippa's Cree. and 
particularly that concerning the Auen 


of Chriſt for Sin. He could not at once fie 8 


and utterly renounce his Errors, yet he was 
a little afraid to perſiſt in them. 
ſenſible Concern about his cternal Interch. 


He t, 


and fell to inquiring, upon Suppoſition i ha 
this Scheme of Agrippa concerning the De 


ſigns of the Neath of Chrift ſhould prov 7et0 
be a Miſtake, whether it were not an in 


cent Error. Are there not many Miſta «cs, 


„ ſaid he, concerning ſome Truths 0 tit | 


* Chriſtian Religion, and concerning the 
“ Senſe of many Texts in the New 1 Teſta. 


„ ment, which are very pardonable things! 


And what greater Miſchief is there in de- 
„ nying the proper Atonement of C9 
„ than in many other miſtaken pine 
« which Paulinus himſelf would grant 
“ might be received and embraced vr in- 


„ nocently, and without danger to our | 
«© Chriſtianity ? ? 


Ferventio, who was a very warm and 200 


lous Defender of the common Faith, and 


much in the ſame Sentiments with Pains 


as to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, ima jedi 


ately took fire when he heard Caen, aſk 


ſuch a Queſtion as this: hat miſebicf, fal, 

he, is there in theſe Opinions? There 1s 3 
» . | 3 long 

| 105 
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long and dreadful Train of mighty Miſchiefs 
in them, there's a great Appearance of Infi- 
delity, and a large Step toward it: There is 
| bold Affront offered to Scripture in ſome 
of its plaineſt Revelations, and a Denial of 


the bleſſed Goſpel in ſoine of its chief Glo- 


ties: There is unſpeakable Injury done to 


the Honour of God both in his Juſtice and 


his Grace, there is a ſinking of the Dignity 
of the Son of God asa dying Mediator into 
mere Prophet and Witneſs ; and there is a 
dreadful Riſque and Hazard to the Souls of 
Men, by encouraging them to venture into 
the Preſence of God without a Sacrifice. 
This is not a little Diſpute about the Logical 
Relations of the Atonement of Chriſt to our 
Pardon; nor whether the Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt as a Propitiation for Sin muſt 
be properly imputed to us, or whether we 
muſt rely upon their Merit merely as the 
Price of a Salvation purchaſed for us: This 
; not a Strife about Words, nora lefler Con- 


| iroverſy whether Faith is an Iiſtrument to 


receive this Atonement, or a Condition of 
having the Fruits of it beſtow'd upon us: 


No, the Conteſt here is, Velber our Lord 


Veſus Chriſt made any Atonement for Sin at all 
or ne, by all his Sufferings ? And whether his 
Death laid any ſuch fort of Foundation for our 
bope of Pardon? We may bear with a hun- 
dred Errors and Miſtakes in the leſſer things 
of Chriſtianity, the doub7ful Diſputaples In 
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Opinion and Practice, as the Apoſtle call; WM were : 
them, Rom, xiv. Thefe may be fafely de. Manne 
bated on both ſides among wiſe and humbe Law? 
Chriſtians of different Sentiments; but I nope Ml poſe fi 
the Doctrine of the proper Atonement of Cort fuch a 
for Sin ſhall never be number'd among the Wl apenit 
doubtful Diſputables: I own I have ſuch WM of it 6 
formidable Idea of the Denial of it, t! almoſt 


tions of Ceremonies and Rites, and * 
acrt 


can hardly think ſuch a groſs Error ous! to WM loloph 
be born with in a Chriſtian Church, wiecre MW wheret 
it is openly avow'd and maintaind in oppo- Wl lome 
fition to ſo many expreſs Scriptures. Le: WI Sin fre 
us but take a more particular Survęy of tlc indeed 
Miſchiefs of this Opinion, and then let Ca-. Doftru 
venor tell me whether it be ſuch a harmlcis IM nitents, 
Miſtake as he 1magines. their 
iſt, Is not a Denial of the Propitia tion of Sacrific 
Chriſt for Sin a very evident Renuncſation In tl 
of one of the chief Glories and Bleſſing of trine © 
Chriſtianity? And to make this appear, I Europe, 
would enquire, Was not this Doctrine one Wi for Sin 
of thoſe noble and needful Revelations WM with a 
brought to us by the Goſpel of Chriſt, which, ¶ Mabun 
| as Paulinus has intimated, the Hæathe, PH. bea gre 
| loſophers never knew, and which the Kca-· ef Sin, 
| ſon of Man could never find out? Is it net and the 
| ſuch a compleat Atonement and ſuch a d Hell: 
. vine Medium of obtaining Pardon of 51" fire te 
. it rent 
5 and Peace with God, which all the C7 than th 
Þ World ſeem'd to want, and which he) Proper 
[| ſought for in vain among their endleſs Inve- all the 
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were acquainted with but in an imperfect 
Manner by the Types and Figures of their 
Law? Where is the Religion that can pro- 


ſuch a Balm as this for the broken Heart of 
apenitent Offender ? And does not the Denial 
of it fink the Goſpel of Chriſt in this reſpect 
almoſt down to the Level of Heathen Phi- 
loſophy and to the Religion of Nature, 
whereby a ſincere Penitent might derive 
lome kind of hope of the Forgiveneſs of 
din from the mere Mercy of a God? Nor 
indeed does it leave us ſo much of this divine 
Doctrine for the Comfort of mourning Pe- 
nitents, as the Jets themſelves enjoy'd under 
their Veils and Emblems, and ſmoaking 
Sacrifices. ; 


In the two laſt Centuries, when the Doc- 
tine of Socinus prevail'd in ſome Parts of 


Europe, who deny*d the Satisfaction of Chriſt 
for Sin, our Fathers were wont to charge it 
with a Reduction of Chriſtianity to a ſort of 


| Mabumetiſm ; for the Turks confeſs Chriſt to 


dea great Prophet ; they believe the Pardon 
ot Sin, and the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and the future Recompences of Heaven and 
Hell : But how much more does the Scrip- 
ure teach of the way to obtain Salvation 
than the Alcoran does, if the Doctrine of the 
proper Sacrifice of Chriſt be ſer aſide, with 
all the bleſſed Truths and Duties which are 

derived 


dacrifices, and which the Jes themſelves. 


poſe ſuch a Relief for a guilty Conſcience, 


—— $1: 9 ent — 
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a 
derived from it? The Socinian Error (ait the co: 
Dr. Arrow/mith in his Tactica Sacra) em the Do 
properly called à ſubtil Mahbumetiſm, andi: nins tl 
opens its Mouth as a Whirl-pool of Iii, and has 
And Grotius himſelf in his Epiſtle G V. vealed 
{zus, ſpeaking of the Sycinfans, ups this nons 
account will not allow them de Dach. 
Chriſtians ; for they have preſerved, u de, de Sac 
Chriſtianity in the Name, but they bc d. Een 
frroy'd the Thing ; and therefore I can ne once, 
little difference between them and the Ha WM i; 74 
tans, who never ſpeak evil of Chriſt. Wis 4+ 
The Papiſts, who have corrupted Chri- A.; 
ſtianitybeyond allthat ever went before tn, gina 
yet have not debaſed it to this extrem De- ¶ what ce 
gree; for tho* they have introduced theton who 
Faſtings and Scourgings and various Pena acepty 
to make a ſort of Satisfaction for their 515, WM which i 
yet they never renounced the proper Ato¼]- · Wand the 
ment and Satisfaction of Chriſt, but is what ſh 
maintain'd that Doctrine in honourable Lan. ſuch a! 
guage; and they lay the Foundation cen am 
all the Merit of their own Mortificatons Wi ventig, 
and their Devotions upon the ſuperio: Merit sas, ta! 
of the Son of God: But Agrippa and h. Par. ing the 
ty in this reſpect are worſe than the Papi jor Sin, 
. themſelves; for they renounce and cance! dor whe 
Merit of the Death of Chriſt, and exc! 1! ¶ bn to n 
from making any Atonement at all {or the bunded 
Sins of Men. 1 | Cave; 
In the preſent Age the late Dr. % Write 
Clarke, tho? he hath publickly departed 10 ll wor 
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the Doctrine of the Trinity, yet ſtill he main- 
tuns the Satisfaction and Atonement of Chrijt, 


Wa and has vindicated it in his Treatiſe of Re- 
"0! vealed Religion, and in ſeveral of his Ser- 
7 mons which have been printed ſince his 
et 


Drath. He tells us, Vol. IV. p. 122. that 
the Secrifice of the Death of Chriſt, which is 
the Foundation of God's accepting our Repen- 
tence, conſiſtently with the Honours of his di- 


ri. Men; yea, the Fountain and Spring, and the 
15 mginal Foundation of all other Bleſſings. Now 
E- 


what could Dr. Clarke think of their Religi- 


been who deny the very Foundation of God's 
=. accepting our Repentance, who deny that 
ins, 


vhich is the greateſt Bleſſing of God to Men, 


end the original Fountain of all others? Or 
wal what ſhall we think of ſuch a Doctrine, or 
„. ſuch a ſort of Chriſtianity as this? 5 
en 0 


c I muſt confeſs, in my Opinion, ſays Fer- 


1005, Wi "*ntio, Dr. Clarke, as great a Man as he 
oy Was, talked very inconſiſtently in maintain- 
. ug the Doctrine of the Satisfaction of Chrift 
44 67970 


97 jor Sin, while he deny'd bis true Divinity. 5 
; „. br where is ſufficient Excellency in the Per- 
1.0 1 bn to make ſuch Atonement, if it be not 
„the bounded in ſupreme Godhead? _ 3 
Cavenor was a little warm'd to ſee ſo great 
Writer accuſed as abſurd and inconſiſtent. 
won't pretend, ſays he, to defend Dr. 
| bs Clarke's 


2 
from 


the 


the common Faith in his Book written on 


vine Laws, was ingſtimably the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſng that ever was confer'd on the Sons of 
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conſiſtency between them as you ige 
Godhead in. our bleſſed Saviour that alone 


that Text ſtand ? Now ſince Dr. CH Heu 


emplcy'd by the Father in making this \\ orld 


when they are all the Works of his anch! 


vert the Current of your Zeal: Nor would 
ſays Ferventio, ſuffer this to go unan weed 
but I muſt now proceed to ſhew wha: oth 
Miſchiefs are contained in a Denial of f 
Atonement of Chriſt. 


from him that noble and glorious Satisfaclio 


and 
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Clarke's Sentiments about the Perſon of CU 
or about his Sacrifice of Atonement; e 
I may venture to ſay, there is no ch la. 


Does the Scripture expreſsly ſay, 'tis rem 
can make Atonement for Sin? Whr:« Joy 
lows him to be ſo excellent aBeing, us to be 


and all the Inhabitants of it; Is there nol 
Worth and Merit enough in the MAT tc 
die asa Ranſom for the Things that ud! 
Is he not a Being of ſufficient Dignity o re 
deem a World of Mankind by his Dcati 


But this only by the way: I would 0 a 


— 
* 


2dly, Is it not a foul Diſhonour and [ng 
Jury to the holy Law of God, as well as 
Affront to the Wiſdom, the Authority, alk 
the Juſtice of the Lawgiver, to take de 


which the Death of Chriſt has made 0 th ps 
Sins of Men? Does not this Denia! of i * | 
Atonement conſtrue his Death either 110 0 5 
mere Martyrdom, or at beſt into an <P! July, 


Sign and Figure of what Sin deſerve c 


Haris 


— —— . 
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Apa does not ſeem to have any Notion of 
"ri he Mercy and Juſtice of God accepting of a 
i rety inſtead of the Death of the original 
8 * Fender, and thereby conſenting to forgive 


tis Offences. Was this all the Son of God 
lied for, to be a Sign and Figure of what 
din deſcrv'd? Theſe are uſeful things in Re- 
gion when they are invented and appointed 


io: - 
;, WW Go, as Emblems and Types of that more 
: ubſtantial and more important Sacrifice 


which ſhould effectually take away Sin from 
the Conſcience : Such a Sign and Figure was 


* liz Blood of Bulls and Goats, which were i 
„km under the Leviizce] Diſpenſation; and iy 
M's Honour enough for Bulls and Goats to ö l 
© It ; O . < 1 
eth have their Blood made a Shadow or Type of y 
= uch 4 Sacrifice. But *tis certainly a Diſhonour 7 
„the Great God and his Son, to fink the bil 
110 18020 of the Death of Chriſt to fo low a 4 
nl lurpoſe tis high Dithonour to have thoſe 4 
the erat, important, and ſubſtantial things, 7 
F 2.) the bloody and painful Death of the {it 
defſed Feſus, and the real Atonement which Wh 
ass made for Sin thereby, and which was i 
wy hz Price of the Ranſom of our Souls, redu- | 
ry, and ted only to a Figure and Sign of the Puniſh- 1 
wal nent which Sin deſerv'd, without any real ial 
facto Expiation of it: And hereby the Sins of 4 
or th Men are ſappoſed to be forgiven without "n 
„Ha Reparation of the Diſhonour done to the 1 
into Law of God. 5 ol 
empt 3dly, This Doctrine of Agrippa, which | | 


denies 
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. 


_ denies the Propitiation of Chriſt, ltaggets le had 


88 


the Faith of a humble penitent Chriſtian it attain'd 
breaks in upon his Hope, it Eg $ is ariſing 
Soul in its daily Tranſactions with Gol, it Wand a fi 
weakens his Efforts in Duty, and conte und believe 
his ſweeteſt Conſolations: For he he been WMe/s 2 
inſtructed by the plain Language of this New Wi nets, 
Teſtament, to build his eternal Hoj-s on Wins, 47 


the atoning Sacrifice of the Son of God, and nes 


to draw his ſureſt Expectations of Paten leved t 
from thence. He has been taught to dra Ct a 
near to God in Prayer 4 the B. 2 of Jeſus Faith 


in this new and living way which he ha,, hope 


crated for us, Heb. x. 19, 20. Fc i: hee! een 
taught to aſk Forgiveneſs of Sins une lu fectual 1 
Chrit, or for his Sake, Eph. iv. 32. 4 Blood o. 
truſt in the Blood of Feſus as a Propitiatim} Þ 1 Me 
which cleanſes from all Sin, Rom. i 1 en. 
1 John i. 7,9. The Prophets, the Apt, BP hun 
and the Son of God himfelf ſeem all i© c 
ſpire to teach him this Leſſon, and have fiery, 
pointed out to him this Hope and K-!vye Wn ? B. 


What Trembling and Terrors will it bring be vain, 


into his Conſcience, and how will i: f pake I The | 
his Soul off from her ſolid and peacctu! . Rare f 
dation, when he ſhall be told that the De 1 WM ords u 
of Cbri made no proper Atone mant fo! Love of 
Sin, and that his Hopes which were bull i Heart 
upon it were all vain and grounds, my wo mad 
8 kind 
conſtrued quite to another Meaning. ea 


under the Influence of this ſacred Truth, thut d Chy Z 


he 
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ke had arrived to a Stability of Peace, and 


16 
. attzin'd to a conſiderable Degree of Holineſs, 
rising from the Love of a forgiving God, 
+ Wn a ſuffering Saviour. He could not but 
„ it | , ; 
nd; believe what St. Zobn told him, that , we 
on WM confe/s our Sins, and walk ia the Light of Ho- 
e lnefs, God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
nus, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son 
1nd ceanſes us from all Unrighteouſneſs : He be- 
en leved the Leſſon St. Paul taught him, that 
C, ſet farth for a Propitiation for Sin 
, Faitb in bis Blood; and his Encouragement 
hope for pardoning Mercy upon fuch a 
cn Foundation, was much ſtronger and more ef- 
7 ns ectua to relieve his guilty Fears, while the 
od of the Son of Godappear'd in Scripture 
, Ws i Medium of Atonement for the Sins of 
„en. bo ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
ces humble and believing Penitent, when 
con. C will jaſtiſy upon this foot? YVbo ſhall 
ave denn, when Chriſt has died to procure Par- 


face, en? But he is quite confounded if this Hope 


„obe Vain, 

31108 : 

ha „ Thc humble Chriſtian has been taught to 
In- WWcioice in Life and in Death with theſe 
1-1 WM ords upon his Lips, and the Senſe of the 
t for Love of God has been ſhed abroad in many 
bu Heart by Faith in a dying Saviour, who 
„ for as made peace by his own Blood. This 
it be s kindled thro' all the Powers of a good 
Twas lan a warm and ingenuous Love to God 
that ad Cr; to God, who ſent his own be- 


I loved 


+ ara. * ˙ nate 


96 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sc. IIl 


A. 

loved Son to die as a Sacrifice for his Sins, Wl fon o 
and to Feſus Chrift who loved him, and gare gree, 

himſelf to Death for him: And this Love from 

riſing from a Senſe of the Death of C/-// WM upont 
for his Salvation has richly abounds: into it not 
all the Duties of Holineſs. Gratitucs io 1 Was 


Redeemer who hath died in his ſtead, nath dent! 
_ conſtrained him to ſpend his Life to his Ho- come 
nour, as 2 Cor. v. 15. He died for a., th: Muſt 
they who live ſhould not live to themſe! vi Ml mu 
to him who died for them, But what 201." WW many 
and what new Amazement mult over” M lndig 
the Spirit of ſuch a pious Man whe. = paint 
inform'd that neither Pau! nor Fe er Wi 
be underſtood in this Senſe, and that me 
never died with this Deſign to make . Work 
per Atonement for his Sins? How 1! 8M with | 
Hopes languiſh, his Addreſſes to Go.) Blood 
and fail, and the Springs of his 49 
and Obedience be weaken'd, When e. 
prived of the Doctrine which hath a 3.078 
been the Life of his Faith, the Lang g 
his Prayer, and the Support of his {19% 
A and which he thought he had built upon (nd 
moſt expreſs and undeniable Teſtimony % 


the Word of God? What can I believe, 1! x7 
he, if this be not true? Or what hc | WM the De 
reſt upon, if this Foundation be deftro,”! © Way 
4thly, This new Doctrine of render 
does it not ſhamefully diminiſh and 4c0 much 
the glorious Deſign of the Incarnation of til of ing 
Son of God? Does it not ſink the Condeſcai fdels, 


{10 
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fon of ſo divine a Perſon to fo low a De- 
gree, that one of the antient Prophets raiſed 
from the Dead, or a new Prophet brought 
upon the Stage of the World, mig: almoſt, 
if not altogether, have ſupplied his Place? 
Was this all that a Being of ſuch tranſcen- 
dent Excellency as the Son of God, muſt 
come down from Heaven for? What? 
Muſt the Son of God himſelf be expoſed to 
e much Pain and Shame, and go thro* fo 
„nanny Humiliations ; muſt he ſuffer ſo many 
nM Indignities, and endure ſuch a bloody and q 
ne 15M painful Death, merely to become a Martyr 1 


to or Witneſs to the Truth of ſuch Doctrines as 9 j 

17 © meaner Prophet might have taught the | 

ro. World, and might have confirm'd them 5 

hi with his death, or ſealed them with his 1 

| 220 Blood? Or was this curſed Death of the bleſ- 7 

| 00 {ed Jeſus deſign'd for no nobler a purpoſe 1 
than what the Blood of Bulls and Goats con- «i 


tinually performed, that is, to teach Man- 
kind in a way of Emblem that Sin deſerv'd | 
Death? But Paulinus having intimated the Cl. 
| Diſhonour of ſuch Sentiments, I purſue it 
no further, but proceed. 4 
5. This Opinion of Agrippa concerning 4 
the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, by taking i 
way one of the chief Glories of Chriſtianity, 4 | 
renders the Chriſtian Religion a Thing of on 
much leſs Value and Importance. Inſtead 1 
of ingratiating the New Teſtament with In- i 
dels, and reconciling their Minds to it by 
F explain- 


98 Ne Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. Ill 


upon many of them, and tempt them to {ay, 


Argument, fuck warm and vehement 


4 1 " 
- # 


% Aprippd's Creed ? 
chief Defigns or Pretences of Agrippa 1nd 
his Friends is loft thereby, which was to 


by ſinking the Doctrines of it almoſt to 
Level with Natural Religion. Agri, 
Creed has debaſed it ſo far, that Infidelity 


without a Goſpel than with it, ſince it n14k6s 
Juch a pother to ſo little purpoſe. 
And indeed there are ſome Perſons, v9 


explaining away ſome of its nobleſt R. 
tions, it will probably have a contrary Lg 


What is the New Teſtament worth, it it] 
tells me ſo little more than the Light of} 

Nature teaches 2 Why ſo much Pains and 
Labour, ſo much Criticiſin and toilſome 


4 Zeal to ſupport the Divine Authority of| 
% the New Teſtament, and the Relig of 
Chriſt, if we learn no more from it than 
And thus one ot the 


bring Chriſtianity into Eſteem with the Def, 


may take no Diſguſt at it, and ſo tar ſtrip. 
ped it of its faireſt Honours, till the Infide 
ſhall ſay, there is but little in our Keiigion] 
that differs from his, and that he is better 


| by ſuffering themſelves to be ſeducc4 ine 
1 Agrippa's Scheme, have already carnt 4 
undervalue the Writings of the bleſſed c 
tho? he was the greateſt and beſt of all the 
Divine Writers. They find ſo much of the 
Atonement of Chriſt in his Epiſtles, that tie 
reject them at once becauſe they will not be 
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leve this Doctrine. They repreſent him as 
1 Jew of a warm Imagination, an Enthuſiaſt 
WM with his Head full of Propitiations, Sacrifi- 


i J ; ces, and other Phariſaical Notions, to fuch a 
. * Degree that he deſerves no Regard, and that 
ra e New Teſtament would be much better 
—_ without his Writings. Another Step, and 
i the Goſpels will be turn'd out too, when 
bey have learnt of the Deiſts to fay, that the 
wen! Lermons and Speeches of Chriſt, ſo far as 
e bey are Rational and Intelligible, contain 


NE nothing but mere natural Religion; the reſt 

"W's all Enthuſiaſm, and it is not worth while 
5%, Jo defend any of theſe Goſpels as Divine. 
5 Thus the Belief of Agrippa's Creed has an e- 


5 4 vident Tendency to make Men diſbelieve 
N the New Teſtament itſelf. 
* 6. When we refuſe to receive a Doctrine 


ge chich is ſo clearly and expreſsly revealed in 
ehe Word of God, as the Atonement of Chriſt 
Sor I, when we are taught to deny a Doctrine 
lich is ſo ſtrongly aſſerted there, and ſo 


every Occaſion, it evidently abates that Ve- 


WO 
into cation which even Chriſtians themſelves 
nt 40 ave or ſhould have for the New Teſtament, 
Pall, ho it ſhould not prevail ſo far as to turn 
Il the them into Infidels. It teaches Men to grow 
of the doo bold with Scripture, and twiſt it to any 


Purpoſes : It diſgraces the Word of the liv- 
ng God, and ſinks the Character of it into 
i mere leaden Rule, as the Papiſis call it, 
2 which 


frequently introduced and repeated upon 
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which may be bent to ſerve or ſupport any | 
Opinion. It tempts us to turn the brighteſt | tion te 
Diſcoveries, and the peculiar Glories of it | will t 
into mere Leſſons of Morality. When ve when 
explain away one of the moiſt evident and. their! 
ſubſtantial Doctrines of it at this rate, it gerous 
gives us a fort of Effrontery and ungodly WM Hirit. 
Courage to oppoſe the moſt expreſs T ruths Pet 
which are written in Scripture, if we can Heat 
poſſibly conſtrue and tranſlate them into an. freque 
other Senſe. It introduces a fort of prop ne that I 
Hardineſs into the Conſcience, and iin, thoug 
dens us to renounce the moſt evident Leflons Life-t 


2 


of St. Peter, Paul, and Jchn, and deny the ſparing 
Truth of them even to the very Teeth of iv t ab 
ſacred Writers. | BEST: 
Such a Practice as this ſhews our great bear th 
Unwillingneſs to ſubmit our Opinions io the} with t] 
Dictates of Heaven, and argues an unbe- they p! 
coming Pride of our own reafoning Powers. Dodtri, 
It draws us into the very Spirit as well as of bis | 
the Sentiments of Socinus and his Followers, | of his 
who have ventured to affirm, Ji. ſhould le Lomb 2 
Written in the Holy Scriptures not due 1 Blood 0 
but often, that Chriſt made Satisfaction !' n Si 
for Sin, I would not therefore believe the Mai. hereby 
ter as you think, And again, Even the Heel. Which & 
eft Force is to be uſed with ſuch Words rather by the | 
than take them in the obvious Sen/c. Thus WM *©9uarn 
ſpeaks Socinus in his Treatiſe of Sa , jm 7 * 
and in his Epiſtle to Balcerimicius. Howl e Ren 
evident is it that ſuch Men refuſe 2 Subſec for us 79 

| £2001 if the 4 
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ton to the Revelation of God himſelf, nor 


1 ill they abide by the Deciſions of Scripture 
vw. WY when it doth not ſpeak ſuch Things as ſuit. 
and their unhappy Reliſh ? And tis a very dan- 
„it gerous Thing to enter into this Temper and 
ly Wl Pritt. 58 5 
107 Peter and the beloved ohn, when they 
u treat of their Maſter's Death, aſſert with 
\\ Wl fcquency and great ſtrength of Expreſſion, 
chu Doctrine which their Maſter himſelf 
. W thought proper to give ſome Notice of in his. 
dens Life-time. Tis true, he mentions it more 


de paringly, becauſe their Prejudices then were 
(che not able to bear it, John xv1. 12. 1 have 

% many things to ſay unto you, but you cannot 
ert bar them nom. but when they were fill'd 
” he WM wich the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
be- Hey publiſh'd and explain'd their Maſter's 
„ers. Doctrines more at large; they then tell us. 
11 as e bis bearing our Sins on his Body on the Tree, 
| o his redeeming us by his precious Blood as a 


Wers 
e Lemb without blemiſb, of the ſprinkling of the 
- 1/1 Blood of Feſus upon us, of our being waſh'd. 
„Vom Sin in his Blood, and redeemed unto God 
110; MW iiereby ; and uſe the fame ſort of Language 
ot WM ich St. Paul, who learnt his Goſpel alſo 


by the Revelation of Feſus Cbriſt, and who 


Aber i f 

Thus WM *quaints us that he gave up his Life a Ran- 
«im; Jom for ſinful Men, that bis Blood was ſhed for 
TIF the Remiſſion of Sins, that he was made a Curſe 


jar us that he might redeem us from the Curſe 
File Law, which pronounces Death upon 
K every 
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every Sinner, and that be has taken away in Ml loterp 
by the Sacrifice of himfelf, and made Perc v1 MY ule of 
the Blood of his Croſs between God and Man, gross 
But the Indulgence of Agrippa's Scheme en- may | 
courages us to contradict Chrift and his u- freque 
poſtles at once, by taking away the o5v1u;s Ml cther 
and natural Senſe of their Words, under a no mc 
Pretence of making their Doctrine more ho- /ews 
nourable and more conformable to the N:- Wl than v 

ture and Reaſon of Things. be. ten 
When a Man has once perſuaded his Con- and l. 


ſcience to deny this Doctrine of the Propit.- Trop: 
ation of Chrift for Sins, which is ſo plainly Apoſt 
taught in Scripture, and in ſuch various WEI An: 
Forms of Speech, what is there of Doct: ine: WM ticula! 
the New Teſtament which they may no! k- ject, 
ny or turn into an Allegory and Figure? I py D. 
ſhould be ready to fear that neither the per- >oul; 
verſe Sentiments of Mr. Yoclſton, Who turn. Wl not da 
ed the Miracles of Chrift into Allegory, nor WM ſtruct 
any other idle and unſcriptural Scheme of WM not pr 
Interpretation would be very hard to defend if ture t. 
upon ſuch Principles, and after ſuch à Step ente 
as this. If the Propitiation of Sin by the Sand; 
Sufferings of Chriſt may be thus interpreted that 1 
away by pretended Figures, and explained il er th 


into the Doctrines and Duties of mere natural Truth, 
Religion, what may not Few!/b Tropes andi Suns, 
Figures be capable of doing? What Doc ent : 
ti ine is there - they cannot evaporate ad the 4 
Ceſtroy ? leems 
In ſhort, if we accuſtom ourſelves to ſuc" been c 
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laterpretations of Scripture as Agrippa makes 
uſe of, *twill gradually lead vs: into ſuch a 


groſs Abuſe of Words and Phraſes, that we 


may bring our Conſciences and our Lips 
frequently to ſpeak one thing and mean an- 
other : And if Chriſt and his Apoſtles mean 
no more when they preach the Goſpel to the 


Jes or Gentiles in all theſe ſacrifical Phraſes 


than what Aprippa pretends, I fear Mea will 
be.tempted to ſet up for a Defence of looſe 
and large Equivocation upon the foot of 
Tropes and Figures, and make Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles their Pattern and their Example. 

And that I may multiply no more Par- ,y< 
tieulars on this awful and difpleaſing Sub- 


ect, Ladd in the /9ft place, that this unhap-- 


Souls into Queſtion and Danger. I Would 
not dare pronounce damnable Hereſy or De- FP 


not pronounced it; and yet I would not ven- 


ture to approach within the ſweep of ſuch a 


ventence,. I ſhould be dreadfully afraid of 
landing under the Terror and Vengeance of 
that Text, Heb. x. 26. If we fin wilfully af. 
ter that we have received the Knewleape of the 
Iruth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
dins, but à certain fearful looking for of Fudg- 


nent and fiery Indignation which ſhall devour” 


the Adverſary. 


The Caſe here deſcribed. 
ſeems to be this: 


The Sacred Writer had. 


deen diſcourſing in the beginning of this. 


Epiſtle 


F 4 


. i 3 
a. And 
— 1 


py Doctrine brings even the Salvation of our 
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Epiſtle about the Dignity of the Perſon of = 
our Bleſſed Lord, and had introduced him Atone 
in the following Chapters into his glorious, 6 o 
Office of an High-Prieſt: But in the oth W e ma 
and 10th Chapters he deſcribes very par- fewwuſ 
cularly his becoming a Sacrifice for the Meir | 
Sias of Men, and ſhews how he made Atone- dad 
ment for our moral Tranſgreſſions in the | ſemolie 
fight of God as the Lord of Conſcience, Ve lay: 
as the Blood of Bulls and Goats under the . “ 
Fewijſh Law made Atonement for legal De- 3 dep 
filements or ceremonial Faults before God q fror 
as King of their Nation, or as viſible cad g of 11 
of their Church. This is called, Heb. x. MW. > 
13. Sandtifying the unclean to the purifyiig f. 5 ; 


the Fleſh ; and he then argues, How wwch 
more fhall the Blood of Chriſt, abo thro 162 
eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot t 
God, purge your Conſcience from dead HM, 
or Works deſerving Death, hat you my 
ſerve the Living Gold. i 
And to make it further appear that this is 
not a mere Matter of Speculation or Op!- 
nion, he ſubjoins a further practical Ute of 
it in the 10th Chapter; when he had ſiniſh. 
ed this Doctrine in the 18 v. he ſhews us in 
the ſucceeding Verſes what uſe we are t0 
make of it; and that is to enter into the Hs. 
lieſt, or addreſs the God of Heaven wit Con- 
fidence by the Blood of Feſus, and draw tr 


to him in full Aſſurance of Faith, having vi! Vas 
Hearts as it were ſprinkled with his Blood o! WM 
| | 355 Atone- nat 


” ith, „ „„ 4 ak 


and the Operations of the Spirit, 


evil or guilty Conſcience. 


ſemblies and Worſhip, v. 24, 25. 


* eyacuate this Sacrifice of CHriſt.“ 
If Blood was appointed to make Atonement for 


ton of Levitical Defilement to be obtained 
under the Zewih Law without ſhedding of 


a moſt holy Place, nor: appear before God 
there ee the Blood of the 


Mer into Heaven ta appear there in the Pre- 
[ice of God for us, without his Blood, Heb: 
u. 12, 24. ſurely they run a moſt dreadful 
iſque of unpardon'd Guilt and divine In- 
nation. 2 renounce the only effectual 
E. 5; 


10 55 
Atonement, and delivered thereby from an 
He proceeds then. 
| to make another Inference, (v/2z.) that the 
Fewihh Converts or Hebrews ſhould hold faſt 
their Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith without 
wavering, and not forſake the Chriſtian A. 
60 for, 
* ſays he, if we fin wilfully after we have 
received the Knowledge of the Truth, if we 
0 depart from Chriſtianity, and particularly 
* from the Great and Important Doctrines 
* of it which my Pen has juſt written, that 
is, the Sacrifice of Chriſt for the obtaining 
« the Pardon of our Sins, and that after ſuch: 
evident Conviction and conſtraining Rea- 
* {on to believe it, there remains 10 more 
1 Sacrifice for Sin to thoſe who deny or 


Now: 


the Soul, Levit. xvii. 22. if there was no Re- 


Wood; if the Prieſt was never co enter into 
crifice, Lev, 


wi. if Chriſt himſelf as the High Prieſt and 
epreſentative of his People, would not once 
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Sacrifice for Sin, even that which the Son of 


God has offered, and venture into the Fre- 


ſence of God without the Blood of ſprink!in; | 
Pon them, without Faith in the Blood of | 
Chriſt. The very cloſe Connexion of theſe 
dreadful Words of threatning, with ſo long | 
and particular a Diſcourſe on the Atonement | 
made by the Blood of CHriſt, ſeems to point 
this threatning, not merely againſt thoſe who | 
are Apoſtates from all the Chriſtian Doc- | 


trine, but particularly againſt thoſe who for: 
fake and renounce this great Truth of the 


Sacrifice Chriſt for din. And let it he cb. 
ſerved that the form of the Threatning, TK 
remains no more Sacrifice, ſeems to have a 
peculiar Reference to the Denial or Renun- 


cCiation of this Doctrine. 


Some think the Words of St. Peter may 
confirm this of St. Paul, Ep. 2. ch. il v. I. 
where he foretels: of falſe Teachers, 50 f, 
bring in damnable Herefies, (in Greek, He— 
reſies: of Deſtruction) denyiug the Lord t 
bought them, and bring on themſelves fu, De. 
Now as in Natural Religion, 4 
Denial that. God made us, is in effect the ame 
thing as a Denial of the God that mads di, 
ſo in Neveal'd Religion to deny that tb HU 
Jeſus bought us, is it not much the fame at 


ftruttion: 


deny the Lord Jeſus that bought us? For td 


Renouncing him under that Character 


Office by which he becomes a Suv10ur, and 
therefore /wi/t Deſtruftion follows upon 1 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 107. 
But I will not inſiſt on this, the other is 
ſufficient. 


„ dr ogg E, E E. G 
SR ee . 
The Neceſſity of this Doctrine repreſented 


in the expreſs Words of two Learned 
Men of well-known Charity,. and of a 
Catholick Spirit. 


UT that I may not appear to ſtand alone 
in this Sentiment, which may ſeem un- 
charitable, ſays Ferventio, Iwould appeat- 
to the late Reverend and Learned Dr. John 5 
Evans, who in a Book he wrote in expreſs 
Vindication of Chriſtian Charity, entitled, 
A Second Letier to Mr. Cumming about Scrip- - 
ture Conſequences, p. 88, &c. expreſſes him- - 
ſelf in ſuch ſtrong Language as I would re- 
hear ſe at large, that the force of his Arguments. 
may appear. I have tranſcribed it: into a 
letle Pocket Bok to carry it always about 
me im theſe Seaſons of Error and Apoſtacy, 
that I might have it ready to ſhew upon e- 
very Occaſion, how zealous a- Defender of 
this Doctrine he was, tho' we know he was 
a Man of ſome Latitude in other Points of 
ric Orthodoxy. * There are ſome Scrip- 
2 ture Paſſages, ſays lie; which contain Pro- 
2 Poſitions that are declared in the Paſſages 
"themſelves neceſſary to be believed in or- 
FE 6 der. 


2 
— 
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108 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. IV. 
der to Salvation, as that Jeſus 75 the M. 
«© fab, John vii. 24. that he is come in the 
% Fleſh, 1 Jobs iv. 2, 3, Sc. This, fays | 
he, are the firft ſort of Fundamentals or | 
e neceſſary Articles, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is | 
„ Scripture hath expreſsly made the Belief of 
* them Terms of Salvation. Then he add 
fecondly, I think the Spirit of God may 
have ſignify'd the univerſal Necefliiy of 
«e believing ſome Truths, by other ways «of | 
« expreſs Declaration, which are as full d 
** obligatory, ashisfayingin ſo many Words, 
«c that he that believes them ſhall be ſaved. or 
*c he that believes them not ſhall periſh : As, 
* when the Revelation of a Doctrine is very 
* expreſs and plain: When it is ſet in ſe— 
« veral Lights, or expreſsd by ſc vera 
«©. Phraſes, all pointing very forcibly to one 
* and the ſame common Senſe: When de 
Spirit of God lays great ſtreſs upon it, 
either by mentioning it at every turn ii 
* the ſacred Writings, or by interweaving 
it with the main Doctrines and Inſtitu. 
tions of Chriſtianity ; or by making the 
“ Bleflings,. without which we cannot be 
< ſaved, to depend upon it, and even upon 
* the Belief of it; or by repreſenting it as tie 
Foundation of Practical Godlineſs. When, 
& I fay, I find thefe Marks affix'd to an) 
Doctrine of Revelation in the Revelation 
« itſelf; I mean, all or moſt of them con- 
— curring; I apprehend them to be an cx. 

8 2 preſs 


—— — 


— — 


i WM and the Operations of the Spirit. 109: 
„ © prefs Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, that 
the Wl © ſuch a Truth is univerſally neceſſary, fully 


as WM © equivalent to the former. I ſhall only in- 
or Wl ſtance in one Truth, which tho? it hath, 
% WM © as 1 have juſt obſerved, che former Mark 


of Wl © alſo of univerſal Neceſſity, has theſe ad- 
additional Marks too, viz. That Chrift died 
1 WH © 4 Propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins. 
| * I know no Truth more plainly ex- 
of Wl © preſsd, or more frequently inculcated in 
| Wl © the Scriptures, and this in a Variety of 
* Phraſes of obvious Meaning, eſpecially 
* comparing the Old and New Teſtament 
together: That God laid on him the Iniqui- 
* ties of us all; that he was wounded for our 
* Tranſgreſons, bruiſed for our Iniquities; 
died for our Sins; was deltver'd for our O 
* fences ;, bore the Sins of many; bore our l 
* Sins in his Body on the Tree ; made his Soul — 
* an Offering for Sin; was made Sin and a 1x 
* Curſe for us; ſuffered, ine Tuſt for the Un- i 
* juſt ; gave himſelf a Ranſom for all; made | 
I © Reconciliation for the Sins of the People; ts 
* ſet forth as @ Propitiation : beſides many 1 
other Phraſes uſed in the Caſe; with the ö 
plain Senſe of which JI cannot but think. 
. any honeſt Mind may be ſafely truſted, 
' tho” he knew none of the Hypotheſes built 
* upon it on the one hand, and notwith-- 6 
ſtanding all the Subtilties of the Socinians | 
| to enervate the force of them on the other. 
At the ſame time I find the greateſt Toe 
: laid 
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110 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec, IV. 


laid upon this Doctrine in the expreſs De. 
clarations of Scripture. Divine Perfec. 
tions are ſaid to be eminently diſplay 

in it: His Love; Rom. v. 6, 7, 8. Gd 
commendeth his Love tu us, in that while cbt 


were yet Sinners Chriſt died for us. 1 John 


iv. 10. Herein is Love, not that we loved 
God, but that be loved us, and ſent his Si 


to be the Propitiation for our Sins, is 


Wiſdom, Eph. i. 7, 8. In whom we hae 
Redemption thro his Blood, the Forgivene/: 

of Sins according to the Riches of his Grace, 
wherein he has abounded toword us in all 
Wiſdom and Prudence. His Righreouſnek, 


Rom. iii. 25, 26. Num God hath ſet 115 h 
\ tobe a_Propitiation thro? Faith in his Bloss 


to declare his Kighteouſueſs for the Remijj a. 
of Sins that are paſt thro the Forbearance i F 
God: To declare, I ſay, at this time vii 
Righteouſneſs, that he might be Juſt, au 

the uf Mer of him which believeih in Je 


ſus, It is the Scope of the Epiſtle to tlc 


Hebrews. to ſhew, that the Moſaica! 5 
CC 


crifices were intended to prefigure it. IH 
great Bleſſings: of the Covenant are «*- 
- preſsly made to depend upon it, (viz.) duſ 
Redemption. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Foras mud 
as ye know that ye were not redeem'd with 
corruptible things as Silver and Gold fri 


- Jour vain Conver {ation received by Trad:!:l 


from your Fathers, but with the precio 


Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without ble = 
ee 77 
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* and without ſpot. The Pardon of our Sins, 


[4 Eph. 1. 


e 


(. 


crated for us. 


In whom we have Redemption 
thro his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins ; 
which Words are repeated in Col. i. 14. 
and again, Heb. ix. 14, 26. How much 
more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who thro the 


Eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot t9 


God, purge your Conſcience from dead Works 
70 ſerve the Living God ? v. 26, ----- Once 
in the Fnd of the World hath he appeared 
to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himpelf. 
Our: Acceſs to God, Heb. x. 19, 20.. 
Having therefore, bee boldneſs to en- 


* ter imo the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus, by a 


new and living way which he hath conſe- 
Our eternal Redemption, 
Heb. ix. 12. Neither by the Blood of Goats. 
and Calves, but by his e«wn Blood he enter- 
ed in once into the holy Place, having ob. 
tained eternal Redemption for us, And the. 
whole Covenant of Grace, Heb. x. 29. 

The Blood of the Covenant wherewith be. 
was ſan#tify'd. Heb. xiii. 20. The Blood of. 
the Everlaſting Covenant. The only two. 


viſible Rites inſtituted” under the New. 
' Teſtament, Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup-- 
per, are expreſsly deſcribed, as referring, 
to it and Repreſentations of it: Rom. vi. 


3. Know ye not that ſo many of us as were, 
baptized into Jeſus Chriſt were baptized 


85 inte his Death? Matth. xxvi. 28. Tor this. 


* is my Blood of the New Teſtament which is 
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be deftiroy'd 5: Likewiſe reckon yourſelves /9 


ce 


Ir2 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sed, II. 


Joed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins, 1+ 
is repreſented as the great Encouragemer; 
to Chriſtians under their guilty Fears, 
Rom. viii. 34. Who is be that condemnct,? 


It is Chriſt that died. And *tis often in- 


culcated as a principal Motive to CH. 
ſt ian Practice. Rom. vi. 3----11. We or: 
baptized into his Death, that as Chil 
was raiſed from the Dead, we alſo bn 
walk in newneſs of Life: Our old May i; 
cruciſyd with him, that theBody of Sin mich! 
be dead unto Sin. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, for we IA 


judge -----that he died for ail, that they 
ſhould not live to themſelves, but to him 0 


died for them. Tit. ii. 14. Who gave im. 


ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 


Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peciliu“ 
People zealons of good Worts. It is ſport 
of as the Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, 
1 Cor. i. 23, 24. But we preach Chil 
cruciſ d, unto the Fews a Stumbling-Bluk, 
and unto the Greeks Fooliſoneſs; but nts 
them which are called, both Fews and Greeks. 


Chriſt the Power of God and the Wiſdom e 
| God. Tis that which the Founders of it, 


under Chriſt, chiefly gloried in. Gal. vi. 
14. But God forbid that T ſhould glory ſave 
in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And 
tis made the chief Subject of their Preach- 


ing, 1 Cor. ii. 2. But I. determined not 10 
3 . O66: bug 
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« know any thing among you ſave Feſus Chriſt 


« and him crucify'd, Beſides this, our actual 


« Juſtification is expreſsly annexed to our 


« Faith in his Blood, Rom. wi. 25. Ina 
« word, this Doctrine is interwoven in the 
Revelation itſelf with the whole of the 
« Chriſtian Religion. Theſe Things laid 
together would oblige me to conclude 
« this Doctrine to be moſt Fundamental in 


« Chriſtianity ; even tho? it had not the fr ſt 


Character annexed to it,” (v/z.) an expreſs 
Declaration of Scripturechat *tis neceſſary to 
our Salvation. 

Thus much ſays this learned Writer, 

And as Dr. Evans, who was well known 
to be a Perſon of large Charity, makes the 
Belief of the Propitiation of Chrit neceſſary 


New Teftament in their hands to lead them 
Into all Chriſtian Truth; ſo the late Vene- 


neceſſary as Dr. Evans docs. See his Preface 
lo the firſt general Epiſtle of St. John, where 


eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man and arink his 
Blood, you have no Life in you: And then 
adds, The expreſs Words of Chriſt clearly 
declare the Neceflity of Faith in his Body 

given, 


to Salvation, at leaſt to thoſe who have the 


table and Learned Dr. Whitby, who was no 

Favourer of the peculiar Principles of ohn 
| Colvin, nor an Enemy to extenſive Charity, 
makes Faith in the Atonement of Chriſt as. 


he cites the Words of our Saviour, Fobn vi. 
53. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except ou 


reer eee —_ L ” - pe F 
- Er ————— > \ x ar. TIS". IS 
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given, and his Blood ſhed for the Remiſſion 
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of Sins, to Juſtification and Salvation, we 


being jufified by his Blood and tbr Faith in 
Biß Blood, as Rom. iii. 28. and v. 0. 
He goes on to prove the fame Point from | 
the plain Declarations of St. Paul, who a- | 
mong the many Things he preached to the | 
_ Corinthians, as things by the Belief of 2 ] 
they ſhould be ſaved, mentions three Articles, | 
_ Firſt of all, hat Chrift died for our Sins cc. 
that he 
_ was buried; and Thirdly, that he roſe from 
- the Dead,” 1 Cor. xv: 1, 2, 3, 4. The Doc-J 
trine of the Sufficiency of Faith in Chri!!'s } 
Death for Futification without the Works of | 
the Law, is by the ſame Apoſtle declared to, 


cording to the Scriptures , Secondly, 


be to neceſſary, that he ſaith of. them h 


gainſay'd it, Chriſt is become of no Ef: 40 
you, ye are fallen from Grace, Gal. v. 25 
Thus far Dr. Vhbitby. Now what would 


theſe Gentlemen have ſaid to Agrippa, i 


Had acquainted them with his Scheme. if v* | 
may judge of their Sentiments by theſe Cita- 
tions ? All their Charity would not have al- 
lowed him a Place in a Chriſtian Church, 
nor thought him worthy of the Privilege 0! | 
our Holy Communion, . | 

Ferventio having cited two ſuch Authors | 
as theſe, ſuppoſed he had ſufficiently ſecure! g 
himſelf from the Cenſure of an uncharitable 
Spirit: But to defend his Sentiments Vet 


farther, he proceeds thus. I would tain be | 
5 N 1 5 1 
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ſays he, what is Charity, when the Word is 
uſed in: this fort of Debate. Tho” Charity is 
laid by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. #0 believe all 
things and to hope all things, yet can we ever 
think that Charity obliges us to believe that 
Man to be a Chriſtian who: renounces one 
chief Office of Chriſt ? Or to hope that Agrip- 
ja has all the Neceſſaries of Chriſtianity, 
when it is ſo evident by his own Confeſſion 
that he wants ſeveral of them? Will Chari- 
ty require us to ſay, that any Man will find 
Propitiation for his Sins thre Faiih in the 
Blood of Chriſt, who denies that this Blood 
harh made any rea! Propitiation for Sin, and 
had no Faith in it for that purpole, and who 
continues to do this after the whole New W- 
Teſtament is put into his hands, and theſe 
Scriptures which ſo plainly aſſert it, are point- 
ed out to him in Abundance and Variety ? 

Chriſtian Charity, my Friends, tho? it 
ought to be ſtretch'd to a large Extent, yer 
it ought not to renounce Truth and Scripture, 


vor muſt it be boundleſs and unlimitable. 


El modus in rebns, ſunt certi denique fines, 
Dos ultra citraq; nequit conſiſtere rectum. Hor. 


There is a Mean in Things, its Bounds are ſure: 
Nor Truth nor Goodneſs can Extremes endure. 


Charity is a neceſſary Duty to Men by 
the Authority of God, and in God's Name 
let. 


116 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. IV. 
let us exerciſe this Chriſtian Grace, according 
to the true Meaſures and Degrees and Kind, 
of it toward all where God requires, 4 9 
whom Chrift or St. Paul would have cxcr- 
ciſed it. But as they are our Leaders or 


Standards, let us not pretend to pleaſe God | 


better, or ſeek the Name of better Chri- 


ſtians, by going beyondthe Bounds that they | 


have appointed. Perhaps my Charity woul: 
extend ſo far, as to include a Heaihen Di 


according to the general Revelations of (1 cc | 


made to Adam or Noab, if any ſuch Prin 
thould be found diligent and ſincere in the 


Search of Truth by the Light of Nature, ad 


conſtant in the j daily Worſhip of one t 


God, and zealous to practiſe the common | 


| Rules of Virtue among Men, who is hum- 
bly penitent where he falls ſhort and truſts in 
the general Mercy of God, while he has ne. 


ver yet heard of the Goſpel of Chriſt, nor | 


ever enjoy'd any Opportunity of Acquiin- 
cance with 7eſus and his Salvation. Bur 
where the New Teſtament is known, and 


fufficient Evidences of the Truth of the Go. 


pel ſhine round about us, where a Man ha: 
Capacity and Leiſure to read and ſearch ov! 
the Truth, if he ſtill obſtinately perſiſt in 
his Infidelity, may not Charity itſelf allo 
that there is ſome very criminal Prejudice 
blinds his Eyes, and that he lies expos'd to 
that dreadful Sentence, He that believes #0 


Hall be damned? And in the ſame Manner, 
Where 
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where a Perſon reads the New Teſtament, 


and has all proper Opportunities for under- 
ſtanding the Senſe of it, and yet renounces 
this Doctrine of the Death of Chriſt as a Sa- 
crifice of Atonement for Sin, I think J have 
ſufficient Ground to ſay, 'tis owing to ſome 
criminal Prejudice indulg?d ; and in that 
Caſe, to repeat the Language of the Apoſtle, 
There remains no more Sacrifice for his Sins, but 
a certain fearful Expeation, = 


TOE TOE TE COLO 


"SECT. v. > 
Queries urged againſt the Neceſſity of be- 
lieving this Doctrine. 


LL this while Cavenor fate fitent : But 

it was eaſy to ſee by the Changes of his 
Countenance, and the Paſſions of his Face, 
that he was not unmoved. At laſt he decla- 
red the Muſings of his Soul in this manner, 

I am as much ſurpriz'd now with Ferven- 
lids Zeal in proclaiming the Neceſſity of this 
Doctrine of Atonement in order to Salvation, 
as ] was before to find ſo many Arguments 
which I never thought of to defend the Doc- 
ine ibſelf among the Queries of Paulinus; 
ho Jam bold ro fay that the Reaſonings of 
Paulinus carry more Force and Evidence 
With them than the warm Diſcourſe of Fer- 


ventio on this Subject. What ſhall I not be 


118 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. I, 
a Chriſtian, and can I not be ſaved except! 


become a Convert to this Opinion? Surely 
thoſe Truths ſhould be moſt exceeding plain, 


both as to the Expreſſions and the Senſe of | 
them in Scripture, which demand our Faith | 
under ſuch a Penalty. I confeſs I have been 


learing toward the Opinions of Apr pa, 
but my Reaſon in its ſincere Exerciſes is al- 
moſt won over by the Arguments of Pa. 
linus, and I am ready to become his Dilciple, 


I muſt acknowledge alſo that I would take 


care of my immortal Intereſts, and I dread 


the Thoughts of being found in ſo dangerous 
a Miſtake as Ferventio has repreſented, But 
Pray Ferventio, give me leave to doubt a little 
of the Force of your Reaſonings, and permit 


me toaſk you a few Queſtions on this Head, 


Query I. 


ample to be imitated by us, and who te- 
ceives him honeſtly under all theie Charic- 


ters and Offices; 7 ſay, cannot ſuch a Man 
be accepted of God, if he be ſincere in all 


this, tho' he doth not know any other Cha- 


racter | 


AN no Man partake of 5a. 
vation unleſs he be partic!- | 
larly acquainted with all the Mediums of it? | 
Shall not a Perſon be accepted of G0 who 
| acknowledges Jeſus Chriſt to be the Son af 
God and the Saviour of the World, u 
confeſſes him to be a great Prophet to h. 
ſtruct us, an High- Prieſt to intercede for u 
a King to rule and defend us, and an EX. 
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nder or Office which Chi ſuſtains in the 
Work of our Salvation ? Shall not he who 
receives the Propoſals of the Goſpel, and 
Wl :ccepts the Salvation of Ct as the great 
1, Mediator between God and Man, in all its 

W Rules of Holineſs and its Promiſes of Hap- 


= W pineſs, ſhall not he be made a Sharer in this 
1 Wilvation, unleſs he be acquainted with all 
. the Mediums whereby it is provided, procu- 
„ Wd, and applied to Men? As for Inſtance, 
„e Will you ſay, he ſhall have no Benefit by 
ad Wi Original Covenant of Redemption be- 
is een God the Father and his Son Feſus Chriſt, 
zu ho doth not know that there was ſuch a 
EE Covenant? Will you tell me, he cannot pol- 


ſbly be one of the Elect of God, who hath 
Dot learned the Doctrine of Election? Muſt 
he not be a Partaker of the Bleſſings ariſing 
from the Sacrifice or Atonement of ' Chriſt, 


YU : - 5 
_ ho is not acquainted with this Atonement ?_ 
oe Can he not be enlightned or ſanctify'd by the 


Holy Spirit until he know and acknowledge 
\ of i the Holy Spirit as a Divine Enlightner and 


. Doctrine if the Spirit does not? Shall he ne- 
er obtain perſevering Grace who hath not 
Fl learnt to conſtrue the Promiſes of the Cove- 
„re- ut to extend to this Perſeverance ? Pray, 
ne. beventia, tell me, Are you very ſure that 
ou know, underſtand, and receive every 
Divine Medium whereby this Salvation is 
kanſacted between God the Father and Fen 
ON 


hot dnctifier? Who ſhall enlighten him in his 


120 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sec, IV. 
Son 7eſus, or between Feſus Chriſt an 1 > 
People, ſo far as they may be revealed in the | of thi 
New Teſtament? And will you venture ro Wl fer fo 
exclude yourſelf from that Salvation, if111-70 WM lief Of 
ſhould happen to be ſome or other of hee Accex 
Divine Mediums mention'd in the Scrivture] ſelf ha 
which you have not yet learnt or und: ſtood 1 his 
in the proper Senſe of it? Why then hovid Efron 
Agrippa be utterly excluded from the Bleſ. 
ſings of the Goſpel, (if he be ſincerely illing Very 
to receive this Salvation in the Holine!: and 
„ HFappineſs of it) merely becauſe he hath not have a 
yet learned the true Doctrine of the Sacrifice demni 
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of Chriſt as one Medium to procure it? Shall Folloy 
he have no part in this Saviour and the Be- ſtrued 
nefits of his Offices, while he is willing to tler Se; 
receive them in general, and ſubmit i chem rently 
merely becauſe he does not deſcend into all bave 7. 
your Particularities about them? Muſt fuchh *oun 
a Soul be cut off from all the Privileges ol of the 
the Prieſthood of Chriſt who receives the ticular 

High Prieſt as an Interceflor, but docs n0 /her e 
underſtand and receive his Sacrifice in the P Ex 
true and compleat Scriptural Senſe of it , 1 
*Tis my Opinion there may be many Ih. ingy Hing t 
neceſſary in the Divine Tranſactions rclatihg * tain, 
to the Salvation of Men, towards the cong 2 true 
triving, procuring, and applying this Sale N 
vation, which perhaps may be alſo ſome "nk 
way intimated in the Word of God, which — W/ 
erſal ] 

yet may not be neceſſary to be known a". 
believed by every Luer that ſhall partal 3 A 
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of this Salvation: Nor do I think it is pro- 
per for Men to make the Knowledge and Be- 
lief of any of theſe Things neceſſary to our 
Acceptance with God, but what God him- 
ſelf has made ſo by moſt expreſs Language 
in his own Word ; which I cannot ſee con- 


00 | 

110 cerning the Atonement of Chriſt. 

leſ-1 TR ED 

ling Very II. MI Y not ſome of the Texts 
= of Scripture which you 
a have mention'd, as pronouncing the con- 
gel demning Sentence upon Azrippa and his 
- 1M followers, be very fairly and juſtly con- 


Be- 


18 10 ; ; ; 

em ently means fuch a ifa Sinning after we 

„ a *9ve received the Knowledge of the Truth, as 
uch amounts to a ſtubborn and wiltul Rejection 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and not of one par- 
ticular Article in it: And for ſuch Perſons 
there remains no more Sacrifice, &c. And 
the Expreſſion of Peter concerning thoſe who 
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s Sall deemed the Jetos for his People, as 'cis ex- 
on i preſs'd in Deut. xxxii. 6. 75 he not thy Fa- 
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hing the Lord that bought them, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
certainly implies either a Denial of God, 


verſal Renunciation of Chrif in all his Of- 
ices, and not merely a Denial of his Arone- 
ment or the Purchaſe of Sinners by his 


ſtrued and explained into a milder and gen- 
tler Senſe ?2 That in Heb. x. 26. moſt appa- 


bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction, by de- 
the true God, the Father, who bought or re- 


ber who bath bought thee ? or a more uni- 


G Blood 


- — — 
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Blood Where is there any ſuch Sentence 
of Damnation in Scripture denounced againſt 


thoſe who do believe the Goſpel, but diſbe- 


lieve the proper Atonement of CHriſt, as our 


Saviour in Mark xvi. 16. pronounces againſt | 
O 


thoſe who under proper and ſufficient Evi. 
dence utterly reject the Goſpel itſelf? Con- 
cerning fuck Perſons *tis ſaid, He that be. 


tieveth not ſhall be damned: But this is not 
aid concerning thoſe who diſbelieve a real | 


Atonement, and without ſome ſuch plan 
_ Expreſſion, *tis hard to pronounce luch 3 
Damnation merely by Conſequences. 


Query III. FRAY, Ferventio, be ſo 
good as to inform me win | 
this Doctrine of the proper Atonement of | 


Chrif began to be neceſſary to Salvation. 
Tis certain it was not neceſſary. in CY 


Life-time, for St. Peter himſelf did ut 
know that Chriſt ſhould die when he ſald, 
Far be it from thee, Lord, Matth. xvi. 22. 
which was not long before his Death. At the I 


Days of Pentecgft, after the Reſurrection 0: 
Chriſt, when the Goſpel-Kingdom Was let 


up in the World, Peter in his firſt Sermon 


doth not ſpeak a Syllable of it, Act. li. And 

as it is granted that %s in his own Life 

hinted it but now and then, fo in the whole 
Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, which 

contains an Account of the Primitive Mini 

ſtration of the Goſpel to the Jes and vow 
| | | Hits, 
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4 tes, this Doctrine is very little mention'd. 
ff | muſt confeſs Paulinus has ſhew'd to my 
e- ſurprize how continually this Doctrine is 
Ur infiſted upon in the Epiſtles of Paul, Peter, 
if and John Yet if we make Scripture Hiſto- 
'!- Wrjour Rule of Judgment concerning Facts, 
N- it ſeems probable that Multitudes of Souls 
be. became true Belie ers in Chriſt, with very 
wo WM little Acqua intance with this Doctrine, or 
cal N the Profeſſion of it, before thoſe Epiſtles 
ain 


: VPriting and Publiſhing thoſe Epiſtles be 
the preciſe Date of this fundamental Article? 
Which was the Year, and which was the 


'9 Wl Day, when the Canon of Scripture was fo 
ken compleated, and divulged, and received in 
ot e Churches, that all the fundamental Ar- 
08. ucles were ſettled at that Period ? And who 
"> Wave Ferventio the Notice of it? 


a Were. IV. OU PPOSING it could be 


2 10 made out that this is the ge- 
e era! Rule of Scripture, as it is now com- 
1 0 pleated, that be that truſts not in the Death 
let er Christ as @ proper Atonement for Sin, ſhall | 
en ever be pardond; yet is it not poſſible that 
135 the great and gracious God may know the 
— baticular Circumſtances under which ſome 
whole Men are placed, the ſpecial Prejudices that 
vhich my be wrought in their Minds even from 
Wu Infancy, and the unhappy Influences they 
1 may be expoſed to in their growing Years, 


G 2 which 


were written. Muſt then the Time of the 


C 
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| gent 

. 5 „ 8 
which may greatly excuſe their Ignorance, valu 
and diminiſh their Crime, tho, they may Day 
not yet undcrſtand nor receive the Doctrin: Min 
of the Atonement of Christ in its full and A 
proper Senſe? And may not ſuch a View 01 ing t 
Things in the All-ſurveying Eye of God, it an 
the merciful and righteous Judge of Mer, bs op 
give occaſion to mollify the Rigour and penit 
Severity of this Rule, and to deſcend tos Mak, 
milder Sentence? Nathan the Prophet be- vet fi 
ing ſent from God, did not condema Daz:4 | Scrip 


to die, tho? the general Rule of the Ferwiſh 5,1 
Law puts the Adulterer to death. "Tis ne- W ny 4 
ceſſary indeed that the Words of a publick | cere i 
Law thould be ſtrong and poſitive : But it W order 
the Expreſſions in this Caſe were poiitive W and y 
and ſtrong, is there no ſuch Thing as «  ſuadec 
Court of Equity in the Breaſt of God, where- | Propi 
in ſome unhappy Perſon may find Relic, Death 
who may ſtand expoſed to the genera] Sn tance, 
tence of the publick Law, by ſome early and lineſs 
ſtrong Prejudices which may have darkned their © 
his Judgment, and led him aſtray from WW with : 
Truth and Duty? May not God have f?? him as 


on ſuch a Creature and fave him? W 1{n0r, 
1 | tonin 
Query V. IS it not a poſſible Thing tht I 2 
one good Man may be ſuffer- eerning 
ed to fall ſo far into a Miſtake, as to believe WW of gne; 
the Atonement of Chri# is but Figuratye effectu: 
and Emblematical, and not Real and Pro- | 


oy rt of G 
per? Is it impoſlible that a fincere and ap 1 
| | : 
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gent Searcher of the Truth, who loves and 
values his Bible, and reads it Night and 
Day, with Prayer that he may learn the . 
Mind and Will of his Maker there, ſhould It 
fall into the Sentiments of Avrippa concern- 
ing the Death of Chr: ? Do you pronounce | 
it an utter Impoſſibility that a Man ſhould — | 
be convinced of Sin, ſhould be humble and | 
penitent before God, ſhould return to his if 
Maker in all the Ways of known Duty, and il 
yet ſhould miſtake the true Senſe of ſuch 
Scriptures as ſpeak of this Atonement ? Sure- 
ly, I think, thereare two or three Perſons of 
my Acquaintance, whoſe Souls are very ſin- 

cere in their Searches of Divine Truth, in 
order to practiſe all the known Will of God, 
and yet they have not hitherto been per- In 
ſuaded to believe that ChriZ7 was a proper 100 
Propitiation for the Sins of Men by his 
Death in your Senſe: Is all their Repen- 
tance, all their Love to God, all their Ho- 
lineſs and ſincere Deſires to pleaſe him, all 
their Truſt in Jeſus Chrift as a Mediator 1p 
with the Father, and their, Submiſſion to "TY 
him as a King, is it all made void by their i 
; 


ju an on 8. 
AS IE _— - 7 — 
„ 


Ignorance of this one Doctrine, (viz ) his A- 
toning Sacrifice in the ſcriptural Senſe of it? bil 
I defire alſo to put in one Word here con- Wt 
fer. cerning thoſe who have all theſe Characters = 
of ſincere Chriſtians, and yet doubt of the 
%effectual and irreſiſtible Influences of the Spi- 
W ' Gad in our Day, turning the Heart of 

| M Sinners 
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which may greatly excuſe their Ienorance, 
and diminiſh their Crime, tho? they may 
not yet undcrſtand nor receive the Doctrin: 
of the Atonement of Chriqt in its full and 
proper Senſe? And may not ſuch a View o. 
Things in the All-ſurveying Eye of God, 
the merciful and righteous Judge of Mer, 
give occaſion to mollity the Rigour and 


Severity of this Rule, and to deſcend to 2 


milder Sentence? Nathan the Prophet be- 
ing ſent from God, did not condema Davis 
to die, tho? the general Rule of the Few/p 
Law puts the Adulterer to death, T's ne- 
ceſſary indeed that the Words of a publick 
Law ſhould be ſtrong and poſitive : But it 


'S 


in ſome unhappy Perſon may find Relict, 
who may ſtand expoſed to the genera} Sen. 
tence of the publick Law, by ſome early and 


ſtrong Prejudices which may have darkned | 
his Judgment, and led him aftray from 
Truth and Duty? May not God have vi! 


on ſuch a Creature and ſave him? 


Quer) V. TS it not a poſſible Thing thut 
one good Man may be ſuffer- 


ed to fall ſo far into a Miſtake, as to believe 


the Atonement of Chri# is but Figurative 
and Emblematical, and not Real and Pro- 


per? Is it impoſſible that a ſincere and dili. 
© 


the Expreſſions in this Cate were politive | 
and ſtrong, is there no ſuch Thing as a | 
Court of Equity in the Breaſt of God, wherc- | 
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gent Searcher of the Truth, who loves and 


vo 
values his Bible, and reads it Night and 


Day, with Prayer that he may learn the 
Mind and Will of his Maker there, ſhould 
fall into the Sentiments of Agrippa concern- 
ing the Death of CHrit Do you pronounce 
it an utter Impoſſibility that a Man ſhould 
be convinced of Sin, ſhould be humble and 


penitent before God, ſhould return to his 


Maker in all the Ways of known Duty, and 
yet ſhould miſtake the true Senſe of ſuch 
Scriptures as ſpeak of this Atonement ? Sure- 


ly, I think, there are two or three Perſons of 
my Acquaintance, whoſe Souls are very ſin- 
cere in their Searches of Divine Truth, in 


order to practiſe all the known Will of God, 
and yet they have not hitherto been per- 


ſuaded to believe that Chri/Z was a proper 


Propitiation for the Sins of Men by his 
Death in your Senſe : Is all their Repen- 
tance, all their Love to God, all their Ho- 
lineſs and ſincere Deſires to pleaſe him, all 
their Truſt in 
with the F. ather, and their Submiſſion to 


him as a King, is it all made void by their 
Ignorance of this one Doctrine, (viz his A- 


toning Sacrifice in the ſcriptural Senſe of it? 
I defire alſo to put in one Word here con- 


cerning thoſe who have all theſe Characters 


of ſincere Chriqtians, and yet doubt of the 
elfectual and irreſiſtible Inſtuences of the Spi- 


rit of God in our Day, turning the Heart of 


. h Sinners 


Feſus Chriſt as a Mediator 
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Sinners to God, and with an Almighty Pow. 


er changing the Bent of their Souls to Hg. 


neſs, May not the bleſſed Spirit belton 


this Favour on any of thoſe who know not 


this Doctrine? Is ſuch an Ignorance an cer. 


nal Bar againſt his enlightening and convert. 
ing Operations? Can they be enlighten'd i: 


this Truth without his Influences; Will 1 | 
for ever deny theſe Bleſſings to thoſe hone! | 
Souls who happen to miſtake the Extent of 
his Influences, and limit them n 0 Hy 
primitive Times ? I might repeat almoſt I 
Queftions with regard to this | 
Doctrine alſo, and afk if Fer ventio would | 
judge and condemn all ſuch Perſons, and} 
leave them no Hope. ö 

I with Ferventio would anſwer ſuch Que- 


the former 


ries as theſe : I beg you would take them, 


Sir, into your further Conſideration when | 
you are alone and retired. In the mean time 
J would appeal to Charifes here preſess 
whether there is not a great deal to be fd 
on the negative Side of this Queſtion, cou 
cerning the Neceſſity of believing theſe Doc. 


trines in order to the Salvation of Men. 
And J, ſays Ferventio, will appeal to (Cle. 


riqtes too, tho? I believe, by what I have 


heardof him, that his Charity is ſometimes 
ſtretch'd to a Length beyond my React 


8 1 
But before he pronounces his Opinion, *| 


beg leave to make theſe TWO Or three K i. 71 
on Cavenor's Queſtions. 


The 


and the Operations of the Spirit, 127 
The Firſt is, that he has not ſo much as 
attempted to refute my Arguments for the itt 
Neceflity of this Doctrine, except only in Ih 
mollitying the Senſe which I have given of 1 
two Scriptures : So that almoſt every thing | 
T have ſaid ſtands in its full Force, tho? he | 
has been making Queries on the contrary i 


Side: And Wi 

Secondly, I beg Chariftes to obſerve that il 
- FW the greateſt Part "of Cavenor's Defence may: 
the be applied to Deifs and Infidels, as well 


as to Agrippa, with a little Change of the 
this | Words, 

ould And my lajl Demand 15 this, chat Canna 
and ſuppoſes a Man may be truly Pious and | 
Religious, in the Practice of Faith, Re- 1 
J1e- | pentance and Holineſs, who renounces this (i 
em, great and important Doctrine of che Goſpel 1 
hen of which we have been treating ; bur this 1 
time is what I cannot well aſſent to: And beſides, 1 
ſent, U think there is a great deal oi difference lad 
Cid | between the mere Ignorance of theſe Doc- [if 
con- trines in a Perſon who has no Advantages | 1 
Dec: for Knowledge, and the renouncing them 1 
when they are ſet in fo plain a Light as: 10 
Cha- to appear to be the exprels Language and hi 
have! Dictates of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And. bil 
mes now I intreat you, Charijies, and I join 9 
ach :| with Cavenor to beg this favour of you, that bil! 
n, vou would. tel] us your Sentiments on this. bill 
74 2 Subject. | | 
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SECT. YL 


The Doctrines affirmed, and their Neceſſity 


limited and adjuſted. 


TED 0 HAR ISTES Was very unwilling 


to become an Umpire in ſuch an a 


and difficult Debate; yet being much impor- 


tun'd, he did at laſt prevail upon himſelf, nd 
began to explain himſelf in the following 


Manner. 


With regald to the Arguments uſed by 


Paulinus in Vindication of theſe DoCtrines, ] 


think, when put all together, they carry ſuch | 


Weight and Force with them, that I do noc 


ſee how any reaſonable Perſon, who reads 


the New Teſtament, can well reſiſt them, 


except he lies under the powerful and pre- 


vailing Influence of ſome culpable Prejudice. 
J muſt acknowledge alſo the Reaſonable- 
neſs of Ferventio's Zeal in a Matter of ſo gre:' 


Importance in Chriſtianity. As theſe Doc- 
trines are ſo evidently a Part of that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, Ido 
not wonder to ſee Ferventio contend ſo earn/t- 


ly for them. *Tis proper to have their Im- 


- portance ſet before the Mind in a ſolemn 
and awful Light; and moſt of the Argu- 


ments he has uſed ſeem to carry ſuch a De- 


gree of Evidence in them, as ought to 
| awaken 
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awaken the Spirits of thoſe who are ſearch- 
ing after Divine Knowledge, to take heed 

leſt they drop any. neceſſary Part of the 
great Salvation. I am of PFerventiv's Opi- 


ty . 2 

25 nion, that our Charity muſt not be boundleſs: 
It muſt have its proper Limits according to 

1 Scripture: Yet, I fear, he has expreſs'd 


S himſelf with a little too much Severity and 
too little Charity in ſome Parts of his Diſ- 


ws W courſe on this Subject. ” ks 
yy And ] fear then, ſaid Paulinus, I ſhall fall 
” under Cenſure upon the ſame account. Per- 


haps my Zeal for theſe great and bleſſed, 
Doctrines of the Goſpel may have given too 
much Sharpneſs to ſome of my Expreſſions, 
while I was purſuing a Courſe of Argument: 
But you will forgive me, Chariftes, fince 
you know that I have two Sons here in Lan- 
gon, in the midſt of theſe Errors and dange- 
rous Opinions. The young Fellows don't 
want a natural Genius, and I thank God, 
they have ſomething of a ſerious Turn to- 
wards Religion too; but they love to keep 
polite Company, and if Azrippa's Creed 
grow much in tafhion, I fear they will be 
fainted with it, and loſe a great deal of that 
Chriſtianity which I taught them in their 
younger Years. * Twas that tender Concern 
lor the Welfare of their Souls which dwells 
ilways with me, that might help perhaps 
give an Edge and Accent to ſome of my 
dentences, and I feel it inclines me ſome: 
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times to ſay a ſevere Word or two agg int 


theſe growing and pernicious Notions : nd } 
_ tho? after all that Cavenor has faid in a 19 
of Excuſe, I am ſtill fatisfy'd of the Falſa. 
hood and Danger of chem,” yet I am forced | 
to acknowledge that in ſome of his Que- | 
ſtions he has ſuggeſted ſeveral Thoughts, | 
Which may draw out the Heart of a Chriſtian | 
to greater Degrees of Moderation and Can- 


dor than Ferventio ſeems to admit of. How- 


ever, Chariftes, I beg you would proccedto | 
fulfil the Requeſt of theſe Gentlemen here} 
' preſent, and ſhew us your Opinion upon the 
Subject of their Debate. 

T take a pleaſure, Sir, ſaid Chariſtes. 0 


obey your Orders at all Times, and parti 


cularly ſince you have confirm'd the Requett] 
of theſe Gentlemen: And I would ther cfore 
humbly propoſe it to the Company, wi 
thenthis Conteſt between Cavenor and 7: 1 


-ventio about the Neceſity of believing es A- 
tonement of Chriſt in order to Salvation 


not be compromis'd by ſome ſuch Con en 


rations as theſe. 


Confid. 1. There are fe Things Which 


hold ſo very important a Place in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that in their very Nature 


they ſeem to be Eſential to Chriſtianity l. 
is a well connected Syſtem of Doctrines and 
Practices, formed upon the compleat Reve- 


lation of the New Teſtament, Theſe have 


been uſually calPd Fundamentals, from a Sup- 
po ſition 
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poſition that the Apoſtle enumerated them 


all, Zeb. vi. 1. where he ſpeaks of the Hun- 


dation of Repentunce from dead Wirks, and 


faith towards God, &c. and which are there 
called the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


But I chuſe rather to call them Eſſentials, to- 
avoid ſomething of thoſe Controverſies which 
have been already form'd upon the Word 


Fundamentals, and are attach'd to it. 


Now among other Characters which may 


be given of Eſſentials or Fundamentals, I 


look upon thoſe Things to be ſach Eſential 


Parts of Chriſtianity, which being clearly 
revealed in the New Teſtament,, many or 
molt of the ſpecial Privileges of it, and the 


ſpecial Duties of it are contain'd in them or 


founded upon them: For theſe Privileges 


and theſe Duties are nothing elſe but the 
Engagements which. the Goſpcl repreſents 


on God's fide, and requires on ours, as: it 


1s properly a Covenant of . Grace between 


God and Man; and ſurely theſe Engage- 
ments of Bleſſings and Duties are eſſential to 
this Covenant, as it is a Conſtitution in 
which two Parties are mutually engaged, or 


at leaſt which is propos'd of God to be ac-- 


cepted of Man. 


Conſid. 2. Upon this account the Doctrine 


of the Atone:nent- of Chriſt for Sin ſeems to 
me to be an efſentia}/ Part of Chriſtianity, 


becauſe ſo many of the peculiar Privi- 
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leges and chief Duties of it are ſo deep!y 
intereſted therein, and are founded upon it. 

As for the Dulies of Repentance, Fiith, 
and Hope, Prayer and Praiſe, Love ang 
Obedience to God and Chriſt, this Doctrine 


of the atoning Sacrifice of Chriſt is decply | 
concern'd in them all. Doth not St. Paul in | 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, ch. vi. build our | 


Hatred to Sin, our Repentance for it, an 


our Mortification of it on the Doctrine of |} 
the foregoing Chapters, where he had treat- | 
ed largely on the Atoning Blood of the Son 
of God? How ſhall we continue in Sin ſince | 


 Chrift died to remove it? Is not our Faith 


required to be a Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, | 
Rom. ili. 25? Does not our Hope depend | 


on his Death and his Reſurrection, Kom. v. 


5, 6. and vill. 34 ? Are we not directed to 


Pray in the Name of our great High Prie/i 
who made Reconciliation or Atonement fir 


Sins, John xvi. 23, 24. Heb. ii. 17, and iv. 


14, 16? Have we not Acceſs to God th. 
this Mediator, who has made Peace by tht 
Blood of his Croſs, Epheſ. ii. 13, 14, 16, 18 
Is he not appointed our Advocate with 1he 
Father, and our Propitiation to encourage 
us to avoid every Sin, 1 Jobn ii. 1, 2 ? Mult 

wie not offer Praife to our Lord Jeſus Chri/t 
as the Church in Heaven does, becauſe he 


has redeemed us with his own Blood, Rev. V. | 


9, 13 ? Is not his dying for us repreſented as 
a Reaſon and Motive of our Love Kos 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 133 
Obedience to him, that is, Iiuing te him, 2 Cor, 
v. 15 . 

Thus much for the Duties of the Cove- 
nant of Grace; and as for the Promiſes and 
Privileges of it, (viz.) Pardon of Sin, Juſti- 
fication, Acceptance with God, Anſwer of 
Prayer, holy Peace and Joy, together with 
the Expectation of heavenly Bleſſedneſs, are 
not all theſe built, according to the Wr1i- 
tings of the Apoſtles, on the Doctrine of the 
aton ing Sacrifice of Chriſt, or his dying 
for our Sins, Rom. v. 1------ 11? Is not 


the Blood of Chriſt, which atones for Sin, 
Heb. x. 10. call'd the Blood of the Covenant, 


in ver. 29 ? the Blood of (he everlaſting Cove- 
nant, whereby God becomes the God of 
Peace, Heb. xi11. 20? Is not this the Blood 
of that Sacrifice that has reconciled God and 
Man, and brought them into a Covenant of 
Peace and mutual Love? And indeed with- 
cut Blood under the Law or Goſpel Here is u 
Remiſſion of Sins, no Peace with God for 
Sinners. 

If you review all that Paulinus and Fer- 


ventio have ſaid on this Subject, and what 
has been cited from the late Dr, Evans, I 


think there. cannot be much room to doubt 
whether the Doctrine of Chriſt's atoning Sa- 
Crifice be not an eſſential Article in the Chri- 
ſtian Covenant, ſo that our Chriſtianity is a 
very incompleat Thing without it. xz 

| d 
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134 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sees VI. a 
Let me aſk one 2ueftion here: What Char 
would you have thought of a Man who ple, lobe 
tended to be a ew in the Land of /ir:cl —Diſe 
during that Diſpenſation, and yet did neither C- 
1 believe nor practiſe any thing PRONE 10M anit) 
mW the Sacrifices and Offerings of Atonemunt MW belic 
| which were appointed by Meſes, but red $Salv 
nounced and neglected == all? Could you MW flf 
imagine this Man was a f/ncere and c WM exte; 
pleat Few? Or could he be a hearty Be- the! 
"ws and Practiſer of the Religion of M Hoio 
Moſes ? How then can a Man be called 3 do t 
compleat Chriſtian, who renounces the n Mer 
Sacrifice of Atonement which belongs to the trace 
Chriſtian Religion, and which it the chat 
1 Medium of our Forgiveneſs of Sins? ' 1 MW kno! 
| Man who denies and renounces this efleniu! WW quer 
148 Doctrine, tho*in common Language he e of tl 
| the Name of Chriſtian given him, e *Tis 
1 Name being determined by the majo: Part] Gro! 
Wa of his Opinions) yet if Names were © be fore 
4 apply'd by the Rules of ſtrict Proportion man 
and et I do not fee how his Character pror 
li could ariſe higher than that of 2/7 “ ot, 
8 Chriſtian. dene 
5 As theſe Words were pronounced, 4% tenc 
q _ventio roſe up, for he was grown big witli 
un j -an Inference which he could not ſupprels: TY 
1 Upon this foot, ſays he, Agrippe can icarc! . 
1 be half a Chriſtian, ſor his Creed has dropp' Relig 
W fo many of theſe Eſſentials of Chriſtjai ity; 2 5 7 
chat I fear he ah a Chriſtian, But prays 111 N 
Cha riss Bapti 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 135 
Chariſtes, go on to your third Confideration, 
L obey, Sir, ſaid Chariſtes, and purſu'd his 
Diſcourſe. 

Conſid. 3. All the Efentials of Chriſti- 
anity can hardly be ſuppoſed neceſſary to be 
believed or acknowledged 1n order to the 
Salvation of every Man ; for Ferventio him- 
ſelf has confeſs'd that hisown Charity might 
extend ſo far as to include a Heathen within 


the Reach of Salvation, who thould be Re- 
ligious and Penitent, defirous to know and 


do the Will of God, and to truſt in his 
Mercy ſo far as the Light of Nature can 
trace out his Mercy and his Will., provided 


that he never had Opportunity or Means to- 


know Chriſt and his Goſpel, and conſe- 
quently neither knows nor believes any one 
of the peculiar Eſſentials * of Chriſtianity, 


"Tis hard to make incurable Ignorance a 


Ground of utter Condemnation. And there- 
fore *tis certain that when our Saviour com- 
mands his Goſpel to be preached to all, and 
pronounces Danmation on him that believes it 


not, there muſt be ſufficient Light and Evi- 


dence ſuppoſed : and none can incur this Sen- 


tence but ſuch as by ſome Fault of the 
BY Will, 


* Effentials of Chriſtianity are either common or pecu- 
liar. Commen are thoſe which it borrows from Natural 


Religion, ſuch as the Being of God, the Neceſſity of 


Holineſs, Repentance for Sin, and hoping for Mercy. 


The pecultar E fentials of itare the Atonement of Chri/t, 
his Interceſſion, Faith in him, praying in his Name, 


Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, &«. 


136 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect, \!. 
Will, either neglect, avoid, or reſiſt this 
Evidence. 55 9 1 | 
Conſid. 4. If this be admitted, will it not 
follow then, that there is no one of all the 
Peculiar Ejjentials of Chriſtianity which are 


abſolutely and certainly neceſſary to Salva. 


tion, where there has not been ſufficient | 
Means of Light and Evidence for the Know- 
ledge of them ? And conſequently the nc- 
ceſſary Requiſites to the Salvation of parti- | 
cular Perfons in Chriſtianity itſelf, as well as | 
in all the reſt of the Diſpenſations of God | 
towards fallen Man, muſt be as various as 
are the Caſes and Circumſtances of every 


particular Perſon, with regard to their dit- 
ferent Opportunities and Advantages tor 


Light and Knowledge. 4 
And upon this foot of Reaſoning, not 


only in different Nations and in different 
Ages, the Things that are neceſſary to the 
Salvation of particular Perſons muſt be very 


different, according to the different Re 


velations and Advantages under which they 
lived, but even in the ſame Nation and in 
the ſame Age, ſome of thoſe Articles of 
Chriſtianity may be neceſſary to the Salva- 
tion of thoſe Perfons who live in religious 


Families, and in Towns where the Goſpel 


is preached in its Fulnefs and Glory, which 
Articles are not neceſſary to the Salvation of 
thoſe who live in obſcure Villages, among 
Rocks and Woods, in little Cottages and 


dark 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 137 
dark Corners of the Country, where there 
is no Preaching, and where very few People 
are poſſeſs'd of Bibles, or are able to read 
them. Some Points of Faith and Practice 
may be neceſſary for thoſe who are educated 


in the conſtant Profeſſion of them amongſt 


the brighteſt Evidences of Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture to ſupport them, which may not be 
neceſſary to thoſe who are bred up from 
their Infancy amidſt the contrary Errors, 
and are ſurrounded and clouded with a thon- 
ſand unavoidable ' Prejudices againſt them. 
'Tis only a Neglect or Reſiſtance of Light 


that renders Error ſo very criminal a Thing. 


Confid. 3. Thence it will follow, that how- 
ever Chriſtian Churches muſt form the beſt 
Judgment they can for themſelves, how 
many of theſe Eſſentials of Chriſtianity are 
neceſſary to be profeſs'd in order to Church- 


Fellowſhip (which Affair muſt be tranſacted 
by the general Rules of Scripture and Men's 
outward Profeſſion) yet it is God alone, Who 


is the ſupreme and final Judge of Men's eter- 
nal States, that can determine how much of 
theſe Eſſentials in Faith or Practice is ne- 
ceſſary to the Salvation of each particular 
Perſon : He alone knows the preciſe Mea- 
lure of Light and Evidence which is ſuffi- 
cient to convince every Man of the Truth, 
and *tis he who has Authority to ſay, The 
Soul that believes it not ſhall be damned. I ſay, 
'us he alone has ſufficient Penetration and 
Cogni- 
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Prayers which have been offered up by ſuch 
a Soul for Divine Light and Conduct; nd 
all theſe ſhall be put into the Balance i 

order to Judgment: The Lord be ud; 9 

_ the whole Earth will do right, Tis his ow 

Work, and he transfers it not to us. 

Confid. 6. Yet ſtill we may venture col 
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Cognizance of the Situation and Circuma 


ſtances, and the Work ings of the Heirt 


of every Perſon, to apply ] his own Rules al4 
Ways without Miſtake, In his divine Bay 
| lance he exactly ponders the We? igt of 
every unavoidable Prejudice, and every! 

ficulty from within and without, as 
which a Perſon labours in his Enquiries 
after Truth. He can make juſt Allowances 
for them all when he decides their State. f 
He ſurveys alſo all the Exerciſes of humble 


Dependance on his. Grace, all the fervent 


aſſert, that where there are oreat and con- 


ſtant Advantages for Light and for Ac 
quaintance with the whole Chriſtian Rch 
gion, it is a Matter of the utmoſt Haz 


to renounce ſo important and fo effentia! un 


Article of Chriſtianity as this of the A 


ing Sacriſice of Chriſt. A Man had nec: x be 


well aſſured of his Sincerity in ſearching 
after Truth, and that he has indulge: 00 
criminal Prejudice, no ſecret Biaſs of Pal 


ſion, no Warpings of Heart by Humour 


or Intereſt, no vain Elations of the krieg 


of Reaſon and Self- ſufficiency; he had ne. 4 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 139 


be very conſcious alſo that he has earneſtly 


fought Light and Inſtruction of God, toge- 
ther with his own honeſt Enquiries, and 
that he has never wilſully neglected or a- 


voided any Evidence; I fay, a Man had 


need be well aſſured of all this, who reads 
this Doctrine daily in his New Teſtament 
ſo plainly expreſs'd and fo often repeated 
there, and yet denies this Truth, abandons 
this Refuge of a guilty Creature, and re- 
nounces this Divine Hope. A Man had 
need have very bright Evidences of the 
ſteady Uprightneſs of his Soul in reading 


the Scripture, and ſeeking the Way of Sal- 


vation there, without Pride or Partiality, 

who confeſſes himſelf a ſinful Creature, and 
yet with the New Teſtament in his hands 
refufes to receive this blefled Proviſion of 
Grace which is there offer*d, and dares ven- 
ture into the Preſence of a Holy and Sin- 


avenging God without a Propitiation, with» 


out a Sacrifice. 

I deſire it may be obſerved here, that ſeve- 
ral Things which J have aſſerted concerning 
the Propitiation of the Blood of Chriſt might 
be alſo apply'd to the /ani7ifying Operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt, but perhaps not in the 
ſame Degree; for tho' I believe theſe Ope- 


rations to > be an efſential Part of Chriſtianity, 
yet they may not be quite ſo powerfully 
pronounced in Scripture, or not ſo largely 
argued or not ſo frequently repeated, as the 

Atonc- 
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140 Dye Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect, VI. 
Atonement of Chriſt is, and therefore er. 
haps the Neceſſity of acknowledging t!:a | 
Doctrine may not be quite ſo great. 1 
verily perſuaded, and I think there is Ren 
for it in Scripture, that no Man ſhall de 


* 


ſaved who is not made Partaker of boch 


theſe Bleſſings; nor do I pretend to 1:y 
which is moſt neceſſary to the Salvation of | 
Men in the great Scheme and Counſels of 
God. If a Heathen that knows not C/i/t } 


be ever accepted of God and forgiven. ti, 


thro' the Atonement which the Blood of 
Chrift has made. If ever he be renew'd to | 
Repentance and Holineſs, *tis thro' the In- 
fluence of the Bleſſed Spirit. And the“ 
ſome who call themſelves Chriſtians may not | 

receive nor profeſs theſe Truths, yet if ever | 
they are ſaved, it muſt be by the Participa- 
tion of theſe Bleſſings, whether they will 
believe and acknowledge it or no; and they 
are infinitely more indebted to Chriſt their | 
Redeemer, and the Spirit their Sanctifier, 
than Chriſt and the Spirit are to them. Who 
ſoever is EleF or choſen to Salvation accord. 
ing to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, s 
thro Santtification of the Spirit unto 0:'- | 
dience, and ſprinkling of the Blood of 7% | 
_ Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 2. And may God the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, have | 


all due Acknowledgments and Honours. . 
I will allow to Cavenor that there may be 
many of the Divine Mediums whereby _ 
* dl 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 141 
dalvation was either contrived, procured, or 
applied, which may not be clearly reveal'd 
unto us, and therefore are not neceſſary to 
be acknowledged by us: But thoſe Me- 
diums, (viz.) the Sacrifice of Chrift, and the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, which are ſo 
carefully and ſo plainly revealed to us in 
Scripture, that our perſonal Tranſactions 
with the great God may be managed thro? 
the Merit of the one, and the Influence of 
the other, theſe are neceſſary to be acknow- 
edged and received whereſoever this Reve- 


lation comes with ſufficient Light and Evi- 
What are the chief Reaſons why » 


dence. 
the Names of the Son of God and his bleſſed 
Sprit are revealed from Heaven to be of 
ſtanding Uſe in the Religion of Mankind 
thro? all the Ages of Chriſtianity, if it be 

not that one may be acknowledged as the 
Redeemer of his People, and the other as the 
danfifier ; and that there may be a conti- 
mal Dependance on the Merit of the one, 
and the Influences of the other in all our 
Tranſactions with God? 'Tis thro? Jeu, 

who is our Peacc-maker by his Blood, that we 
both Fews and Gentiles have our Acceſs by one 


Spirit unto the Father, Epheſ. 11. 18. The 


Blood of the Sacrifice has paved out a new 
and a living way to God, and the powerful 
Influences of the Spirit conduct us in that 
Way. Dreadful Hazard of miſſing God, 


if we renounce the Way when it is ſo plainly 
| ſhewn 
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ſhewn us, and refuſe this Divine Conductor 


Who offers his Aſſiſtance ! 


I muſt confeſs for my own part, I wo; 


not for a World venture my Soul upon the | 
mere Mercy of God without any Regard to 
the Atonement of Chrift, nor truſt to be re- 
new'd by the Powers of Nature without 
ſeeking the Operations of the Spirit of | 


Grace, ſince they are reveal'd in Scripture 
with ſo much Evidence: Yet neither to 


gain a World would I dare ſet up tor 1 
Judge, and pronounce Hell and Damnation 


upon any ſuch humble and ſincere Soul, as 
Cavenor ſaith he is acquainted with; ſuck 
Soul who repents of Sin, who loves Go 
heartily, and receives the Goſpel of CH 
as his only Hope; and at the ſame time 


with humble Prayer and Diligence ſecs 


after all Divine Truth, tho? he has not et 
been able to receive theſe Doctrines in the 
tall Scriptural Senſe of them, and is afrai.! to 


believe them for want of fuller Convictio:. 


Whereſoever ſuch a Perſon is found, I 
well perſuaded, the bleſſed God, who 1s 


himſelf the Author of all this good Work 


in his Heart, will not ſuffer him to perith 
for want of Knowledge, Our great Hg“ 
Prieſt can have Compaſſion on the Ignorant c 
on them that are out of the Way, If the B. 


lief of his Atonement be neceſſary to their 


Salvation, he will find ways to illuminate 
the Mind and convince the Conſcience, EY 
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will rather ſend an Angel or an Apoſtle to 
hem, as he did to Cornelius, than that any 
ncere Penitent ſhould fall under a Con- 
demning Sentence. 5 


D ed 5 575 
e 


The tranſcendent Advantages of the Doc- 
trines of the Atonement of Chriſt and 
the Sanctification of the Spirit toward 
all Chriſtian Duties. 


W IIE N Chariſtes had finiſb'd his 


Diſcourſe, Cavenor acknowledged 

how much he was pleaſed and pro- 
ited by the greateſt Part of it: And I think 
aid he, I ſhall become a Convert of Paulinus 
and you, if you can clear up one Point of 
Difficulty that ſticks with me till; and that 
b, that you ſuppoſe the Chriſtian Duties of 
Repentance, Faith, and Love, Prayer, and 
Hope, with univerſal Obedience, to be 
built on this particular Doctrine of the 
Atonement for Sin by the Blood of Chrijt. 
l confeſs the Scriptures you have brought 
ſeem to give ſome Countenance to it; but 
does not Agrippa's Creed ſecure the Ne- 
ceſſity of all the ſame Duties? Suppoſe that 
Chriſt died only as a Martyr for the — 

0 


) | | | 
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of Pardon and Peace and eternal Lite to be 
obtain'd by Repentance and new Obedienc:; | 
or ſuppoſe yet further, that he was put to 
death alſo to ſhew, in a Way of Emblem, 
that Sin deſerved Death; are not Chriſtians 

under the ſame Obligations to believe the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, and to fulfil theſe Du- 
ties, as tho“ he died a Sacrifice to make 
Atonement for Sin? This is certain, that | 
the bleſſed God would never ſend his own] 
Son to our Earth, nor would his Son ever} 
come down from Heaven, merely to bring 
Meſſages of Notion and Speculation to Man- 
kind, if they have not a peculiar and conſider- 
able Influence upon the Practice of Piety and 

_ Virtue, Tell me therefore plainly, Char:jtes,} 
what Advantages has the Doctrine of the 
Atonement of Chriſt and the ſan#iifying C --| 
rations of the Spirit to promote pradtica! | 
Godlineſs, ſo much beyond Agrippe's Creed.) 
This Taſk, reply'd Chariftes, I readily 
and chearfully accept, and will endeavour} 
to make it appear in ſeveral Inſtances what } 
a ſuperior Influence on true Piety and C00: | 
neſs our Doctrines have above all that 72-9 


pa's Creed can pretend to. 


And firſt let us begin with the Alone, 


of Chriſt, The peculiar Advantages that 1! 


has to promote all Chriſtian Duties are ſuch 


as thele. 


I. It gives us a more awful and dreadful 
Senſe of Sin, and awakens us by a more 


ſolemn 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 145 
ſolemn Motive to ſincere and hearty Reper - 
tance: For hereby it appears that Sin is 
ſo highly offenſive to the bleſſed God, that 
he could not think fit to forgive it in his 
Creatures, even where he deſign'd to ſhew 
Mercy to them, without requiring ſome _ 
Compenſation for the Honours of his broken 
Law ; and that by ſuch a glorious Sacrifice 
as his own Son. Does not Sin appear more 
hateful when God thought it requiſite that 


ſuch a Divine Pérſon, who is one with the 


Father, ſhould pay down his Life and 
Blood, and yield to ſo many Agonics of 
Soul, if he would undertake to expiate the 
Guilt of it ? What is there in all the Pre- 
tences of the Death of Chriſt as a Witneſs 
to the Truth of his Goſpel, or as a mere 
Repreſentation of what our Sins deſcrved ; 
what is there, I ſay, in all this, comparable 
to the grand and awful Idea, that the Son of 
God muſt be made a Sacrifice before the 
Evil of Sin could be removed, even by a 
God of Mercy and Forgiveneſs ? This more 
powerfully excites us to hate all Sin, and that 
with greater Deteſtation, to ſeek the Mor- 
tification of it with a warmer Zeal, to 
mourn more ſenſibly for our paſt Tranf- 
greſſions, and to walk with greater Watch- 
tulneſs for time to come, leſt we again de- 


file our Souls with ſuch Abominations which 


the Soul of God hates with ſo intenſe and ir- 
reconcileable a Hatred. 
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146 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, Sect. VII. 
II. This Doctrine of the Atonement «© 
©Chr15 for our Sins, raiſes in us much more 


grand and ſublime Ideas both of the Hic 

and of the Mercy of God, than if Sin were 
pardon'd, without an Atonement, and teuches 
us to contemplate thoſe Perfections of the 


Divine Nature with double Peneralion and | 
Acknowledgment, By this means our religious | 
Hear of God will be greatly increaſed, and N 
our Love to him be inflamed to a much 
higher Degree, as indeed the Benefit 


our F orgiveneſs, when 'tis ſet in this Light, 
requires. Sinners will be more effec; 
deterr*d ſrom venturing to affront that Juſti 
which will nor ſuffer Mercy itſelf to pardo 


Sin without a Satisfaction to the Rights ot | 
Such Juſtice will be more 
revered which would not ſpare the Son © | 
God himfelf when he had undertaken to | 
become a Sponſor for guilty Creatures: And | 
Mercy will be adored with ſo much greater 
Gratitude, ſince God himſelf, the Perſon 
offended, hath in his rich Mercy 0 out 4 


Government. 


and provided ſuch a full Satisfaction for 
Juſtice. I do but hint theſe Things, Cave 
nor, in brief Language to your Judgment 


in this Converſation, which if mentioned 


by a Preacher, would furniſh out abundai! 
Matter for Amplification and Oratory. 
III. The Condeſcenſion, the 


and Love of our bleſſed Saviour is repreſented 


an a much more glorious Light by this Doc- 
trine 
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trine of his ſuffering as a Sacrifice in the 


room and ſtead of guilty Creatures, and 


it ſhould engage our Returns in Love in a 
much higher Proportion. Pray, Cavenor, 
think with yourſelf, ſhould a Perfon come 
down from Heaven to preach to you For- 
giveneſs of Sins upon Repentance, and in 
. to aſſure you of the Truth and Autho- 

of his Commiſſion, ſhould he expoſe 
himſelk to Death to bear Witneſs to his 
Meſſage, or ſhould he ſuffer himſelf to be 
put to death to ſhew you in Emblem what 


your Sins required; would this repreſent his 


Love and Compaſſion to you in half ſo high 
a Degree, as if you who are the Offender 
were demanded by God himſelf to terrible 
and eternal Execution, unleſs you could 
find a Surety to ſuffer for you, and the 


bleſſed Feſus ſtept forth and freely bares 
your Surety, and had the Agonies and the 
Anguiſh of Death executed upon him in 


your ſtead ; and ſuppoſe thereupon you 
were not only releaſed from Bonds, but had 
alſo a Title to eternal Life given you on the 
account of what he had done and ſuffer'd ? 
Methinks the Love manifeſted in the one 
Caſe aboye the other is ſuperior to all Com- 
Meat and demands a more abundant 
eaſure of our Gratitude and Affection. 

As for the mere Proof of his Commiſſion 
to publiſh Pardon to Penitents, the Miracles 
of Chriſt effected this much more than his 
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145 The Sacrifice q Chriſt, Sect. VII 
Death could do: Nay his Death could ne- 
ver have done it without his Miracles. Ai! MW © 
that his voluntary Death could pretend to, | 
was to witneſs his own Sincerity in bringing 
this Meſſage, but it could never of itſelf 
prove this Meſſage to be Divine. And :: 
for the Demonſtration of what our Sins 
deſerved, this was perhaps more effe&tually 
manifeſted to the World in Emblem by 
bleeding Lambs and Bullocks every Day, 

Month, and Year, than by the ſingle Dea:!; 
of Chriſt once in 6000 Years. But neither 
Miracles, nor Bullocks, nor Lambs, 10 

Wonders wrought, nor bleeding Beal! s /:- 
crificed, could ever expreſs ſuch amazing 
Pity and Love as the Son of God expreßb'd 
by dying as our Surety, agonizing in the 
midſt of Torments which you ſhould have 
ſuffer'd, and expiring in your ſtead. Would 
not this excite and kindle your Love to a 
dying Saviour in a much ſuperior Degrce to 
all the Repreſentations and Pretences of 
Aprippa's Creed? And would you not this 
all your Zeal and your future Diligence 1: 
Obedience infinitely his Due, who had done 
and ſuffered ſo much for you? Theic 
Thoughts were doubtleſs warm and power- 
ful in the Heart of the bleſſed Apoſtle, when 
he ig crucify?d and grows dead to every 
Thing by the Croſs of Chriſt, when he lives 
only to the Service of Chriſt, who loved me, 
faith he, and gave himſelf for me, 

IV. Our 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 149 
IV. Our Faith and Hope in the pardoning 
Grace of God 1s greatly encouraged, and 
confirm'd, and exalted to much higher De- 
grees by the Appearance of Chriſt's dying as 
a Surety and Subftitute in our room and 
ſtead, than ever 1t could be by the mere 
Suppoſition of his Death as an Atteſtation 
to the Truth of his Doctrine, or as a mere 
Emblem of what our Sins deſerved. Let 
me repreſent the Matter to you, Cavenor, in 
this manner. Suppoſe a whole Province 
under the Dominion of ſome great King 
ſhould have rebell'd againſt him, and as he 
has ſhewn himſelf upon all Occaſions a 
Prince of ſtrict Juſtice, ſo he has made it 
appear that he has equal Sentiments of Com- 
paſſion and Mercy: Suppoſe this offended 
Sovereign ſhould fend his only Sen With a 
Meſſage of Forgiveneſs to all that would 
lay down their Arms and return to their 
Allegiance, and ſhould appoint him to 
yield up his Life to diſcover how ſincere he 
was in the Delivery of his Father's Meſſage: 
Or ſuppoſe he ſhould be required to die in 
their ſight, in order to repreſent to them 
that each one of all thoſe Millions of Re- 
bels had deſerved Death; I grant there 
would be ſome Encouragement for theſe 
Fraitors to repent and return to their Duty, 
and truſt in the Mercy of the King : Though | 
by the way, this King would ſeem to be 
not over-wiſe, if he were ſo laviſh of the 
Dur | H 3 Life 
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Life and Blood of his own Son, as to ap- 


point a Perſon of his Dignity to die for two | 


ſuch Purpoſes, as a much meaner and mor: 
ignoble Life might attain, = 
| But now on the other hand ſuppoſe h. 

ſhould ſend them a much kinder Meſſage 


by his Son, (viz.) that tho* they had been 
guilty of ſuch Rebellion, yet he was ve 


unwilling ſo large a Province of his Domi- 
nion ſhould periſh, and yet his Laws and 


his Government demanded their Lives, 


leſs ſome Surety or Subſtitute could be 
found who had Dignity enough to equal 
the Value of all the guilty Number, and a: 
the ſame time had Com 
ſtand in their ſtead, and to become a Sacri- 


fice for them: Suppoſe then that the King's | 


Son himſelf by the Father's Appointment 
ſhould give up himfelf as a Surety and Sa. 
crifice to die in their room, and to redecm 


their Lives with his own, with Afſfurance | 


that every repenting Criminal ſhould enjoy 


the Benefit of this Redemption. As this 
would be a much more abundant Evidence | 


of the Juſtice and Mercy of the King, 
would it not alſo encourage the Faith and 
Hope of the poor guilty Creaturcs in his 
Forgiveneſs to a much ſuperior Degree, 


when they ſaw the Royal Sacrifice as their 


_ Surety bleeding before them? Such is the 


Goodneſs of the Son of God ; ſuch 1s the | 
Mercy of the Father; and now the Sinners | 
| 05 among! 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 1 5r 
amongſt Mankind who repent and truſt in 
this Mercy, may be more abundantly aſ- 
fared of Forgiveneſs, for they can ſay God 
i5 not only Faithful to his Word, bat Tuft 
to his Son in forgiving penitent Offenders; 

? 38 faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
for the Blid of Feſus Chrift his Son redeemerh 
and cleenſeth us from all Unrighteouſneſs, He 
will never exact the dreadful Puniſhment of 
the principal Offenders ſince he has recerv- 
ed ſo honourable a Satisfaction from the 
Surety. Here is Juſtice itſelf as well as Mercy 
ingaged on the ſide of Forgiveneſs, which 
gives a bolder Aſſurance to our Faith ang 
Hope of Pardon and Salvation. 

e might add that our holy Freedom or 
Confidence in Prayer is rais'd higher, and all 
our Addreffes to the Throne of Grace in 
and by Jeſus as a Mediator and Interceſſor, 
are much more animated, encouraged, and 
ſupported by the Sacrifice of the Son of 
God than by any of the Doctrines of Agrip- 
pas Creed: And therefore the ſacred Wri- 
ter to the Hebrews expreſſes himſelf thus, 
ch. x. v. 19. We have Boldneſs or Confidence, 
Brethren, to enter into the Helieſt by the Blucd 
of Feſus; and v. 22. Let us draw near in 
Full Aſſurance o, Faith, having our Hearts 
ſprinkled, i. e. with this Blood, from an evil 
or guilty Conſcience, But Ferventio has pa- 
raphras'd on this Text already, and there- 
tore Iam brief. 


H 4 Beſides, 


— — — 


. — — — Mons K 
" A 2 — fs - —— — 
7 — OT OCT DEPT aReS : — 
— — — . — . =” A — 


132 The Sacrifice if Chriſt, IN Vi; 


Beſides, our Prayers gain further Encou- 
ragement hereby, for we know now eth 
the riſen and aſcended Saviour pleads for no- 


thing on our Account but what he humic! 
has purchaſed with his own Blood: And | 
ve venture to aſk the biggeſt and the beſt of 


his Bleſſings in his Name, becauſe he plead: 
for them all as the Fruit of his own Purchaſe. 


for he has paid the Price of his Life for 


them, when he died to redeem us from every 


Gurte. 5 


Thus much in reſpect of the ſeveral Chri- 


- ſtian Duties that relate to God and hs Son 


Jeſus. 


Influence the Death of Chriſt as à Sacrifice 
in our ſtead may have upon our Love, and all 
our conſequentDuties to ourFellow-Creatures, 
above and beyond what the Death of Chriſt 


could have in any other View, Here we 


ſhall be plentifully convinced if we do but | 


take one ſingle Scripture and try to explain 
it both ways; that is 1 John 111. 16, Herevy 


perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he laid 
down his Life for us, and we ought to lay doton 


cur Lives for the Brethren, Agrippa would 


explain it thus: Zeſus the Son of God bore 


Teſtimony to his Goſpel with his owa 


Blood, or he ſuffered Death to ſhew us by 


way of Emblem what our Sins requirec, 
and therefore we ought to lay down o. 
Lives for one another, Surely the Inference 
here 


VI. In the 24 Place let us conſider what 
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here does not ſeem ſo ſtrong, nor the Con- 


nexion ſo plain as to reach the Conſcience of 
every Chriſtian with Evidence and Power, 
But if Paulinus were to explain it, I date 
venture even in his Preſence to ſay that 
he would make the Force of St. John's 


reaſoning appear much more evident and 


conftraining thus: Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, whom this Evangeliſt more than once 


repreſents as God himſelf, took human Fleſh 


and Blood upon him, that he might be ca- 


pable of dying as a Ranſom for his Bre- 


thren, the Sons of Men; and he actually laid 
down his Life as a Surety to ſave them from 
dying : Surely then we who are the Follow- 
ers of Chrift ſhould be ready to lay down 
our Lives for our Brethren, when Provi- 


dence calls us to it. I need not aſk you, | 
Cavenor, which of theſe Doctrines carries the 


plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Inference and Motive 


with it for our Love to our Fellow-Chri- 


ſtians, even in the moſt glorious and ſelf- 


denying Inſtances of 1t ? 


Thus far have I been ſhewing ſome of the 
Advantages which the Death of Chriſt, con- 
ſidered as an Atonement for Sin, has to en- 
gage us in all Chriſtian Duties, above the 
View of his Death in any other Conſidera- 
tion, Let me now ſpeak a, Word or two 


to ſhew how ſweet and powerful an Influence 
the Doctrine of our Regeneration and Sancti- 


fication by the Spirit of God has to encourage 
"mY 
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us to Repentance and Holineſs, and to make 


us truly Penitent and Holy, above the 
Views and Purpoſes of the mere extraord 


nary Operations of the Spirit which Agri 


repreſents. 


Agrippa tells us that by the miraculou: 


Gifts of the Spirit of God, the Divine Pro- 


miſe of Pardon upon our Repemance i: 


imſelf a natural Averſion to what is Holy 
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confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd: And I grant. 


Cavenor, that this has, or ſhould have, 


very proper moral Influence on Men to re- 
pent, and 'tis a Spring of powerful Per- 


ſuaſion to Sinners to return to God. Bu | 
when a poor convinced awaken'd Sinner | 


finds his Nature ftrongly inclined to E. 


and the Thoughts of his Heart running after 


Vanity and Folly ; when he experiences in 


and Divine, as well as Weakneſs to what 1: 


good; when he feels how feeble are all his | 
beft Vows and Reſolutions, tho' repeated 


a hundred times over; when he finds bim 


felf ſurrounded with a thouſand Temptations 
in this World on all fides, to allure hs 
Heart away | 
rage him in his Purſuit of Piety and Virtue, 
he is ready to fink under the mighty Di!- 


from God, and to diſco 


couragements, and to give up all tor loſt 
for he finds himſelf by no means able to ſub- 


due his own, Corruptions, nor to vanqui! | 


the Temptations which on every ſide attack 


him. ; Her e it is he wants a mighty Helpe 


And 


. 
And i! 
the G 
ences « 
who 4½ 
ſtreng| 
his ev 
God 1 
his hy 
and C 


rived 


„ Ap + 1 +4 9 8 - - 


and the Operations of the Spirit. 155 


And if he can read among the Bleſſings of 
the Goſpel the promiſed Aids and Influ- 
ences of the bleſſed Spirit to be given to them 
who aſk it, in order to mortify his Sins, to 
ſtrengthen him for every Duty, to change 


his evil Nature, and renew the Image of 


God in him, and enable him to vanquiſh 
his huge Temptations; this puts new Life 


and Courage into his Heart, and awakens 
and invigorates all the Springs of Activity 


within him. He works out his own Salvation 
with all holy Diligence, becauſe God has pro- 
miſed his Spirit to work in him both to will 
and to do. Luk. xi. Rom. viii. Phil. ii. &c. 


And what think you now, Cavenor 7 


Are not theſe Advantages toward all the 
Duties of the Chriſtian "Life which are de- 
rived from the Doctrine of Paulinus vaſtly 
tranſcendent to all the Principles of Agrippa 8 
Creed? 


Here Cavenor ſeem'd to ſtand muſing 


a ſort of aſtoniſh'd Silence, and at laſt Tub : 


Tears in his Eyes broke out into a paſſionate 
Addreſs to Heaven. Forgive me, O my 
God, that ever I conſented to forſake thoſe 


7 


Ov 


5 


N 


younger Years. Bleſſed 7e/us, forgive me 
that ever I ſhould be ſo eaſily led aſtray 
from thy Word, and part with the Bleſſings 
of thy atoning Sacrifice; and thy ſanctify- 
ing Spirit. Ilie at thy Foot a humble Peni- 
tent, and a willing Convert to thy Divine 
Truths, 


$ 
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holy Doctrines which I was taught in my 


under to their Diſcourſes. 
ver'd me, faid he, by the Grace of God, | 
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«Truths, which theſe my dear Friends have 


cc been ſent this Day by Providence to {:: 
before me in ſo powerful and convincing 


« Light: And may I never dare to make 
the leaſt Departure from them again, h 

under the ſtrongeſt Temptations, but 
and die under their bleſſed Influence,” 


o 


* 


e., , 


er. unt. 


A Queſtion about a Miniſter's Preachtv 
Agrippa's Dofrine reſolved, with heut. 
try Petitions for Agrippa and all /:;s | 

. FPollowers. 4 5 


"THIS laſt Scene had ſomething in it 
ſo tender and pious, ſo powerful and 
5 affecting, that the whole Compan; 
felt a ſacred and uncommon Pleaſure. P. 


nus and Ferventio abundantly expreſs the 


Joy of their Hearts, nor was Chariſtes wait 
ing in his Thank fulneſs to God on this Occz- | 
fion. Cavenor, when the devout Rapture a | 
little ſubſided, turn'd himſelf to Paulinus and 

Chariſtes, and in a moſt moving Manner ex- 


preſſed the everlaſting Obligations he lay 
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from the dangerous Snare in which I was held 
er W Captive, and reduced me to the Faith of the 
ne: WM Goſpel. Pray, Paulinus, permit me to co- 
il: W py out your Queries, that I may convey them 
'ho' WW to Agrippa. Who knows what happy Influ- 
it WW ence they may have towards his Recovery 
too, if the bleſſed Spirit of God concur with 
my Deſign ? I thank you allo, good Ferver- 
, Wo, for that ſhare you have had in my Con- 
is? | verſion; for tho? I could not but ſuſpect ſome 
want of Charity in your Diſcourſe, and per- 
haps I reply'd a little too roughly, yet your 
Words had ſo much Spirit in them, and car- 
ried with them ſuch ſmart Flaſhes of Light, 
as made their way to my Conſcience, help*d © 
to awaken my Stupor, rouz*d me out of my 
Indolence and Miſtake, and made me more 
ſuſceptive of better Inſtructions. 
I am glad, faid Ferventzo, if any thing I 
have ſaid hath been bleſs'd by the Provi- 
dence of God to any uſeful Purpoſe ; and I 
hope I have not loſt my Share of Profit by 
all this Converſation, Yet I beg leave be- 
fore the Company parts, to aſk CHariſtes one 
ueſtion relating to the foregoing Part of 
his Diſcourſe. He has informed us of his 
* TI charitable Sentiments towards Perſons who 
id are called Chriſtians, and yet do not believe 
„ I thoſe two great and blefſed Doctrines of 
' BF Chriſtianity : I cannot deny, Sir, but there 
ue ſome Appearances of Reaſon in what 
vou have ſpoken, and perhaps tis not pro- 
3 | | per 
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per to pronounce an univerſal Sentence of 
Condemnation upon theſe Men. I grant ſonic 
of my Expreſſions may have been too poli- | 
tive, warm, and ſevere, and I ſhall think | 
more of your manner of reaſoning, in order | 
to enlarge my Charity towards Perſons under | 
great Errors, But what would you ſay, Sir, | 
to one who pretends to be a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, who denies theſe Doctrines, and 
preaches to the People Agrippa's Creed ? } 


For my part, I declare my Opinion freely, 


_ 4 cannot believe him to be a Miniſter of | 
_ Chriſt or his Goſpel, and I ſhould thinl: it | 
my Duty to diſcourage his Preaching to the 
__ utmoſt, and perſuade all my Friends to avoid | 
him as they would avoid Poiſon, or the Pe. 
I think *tis preaching another {C0/- | 
pel, as St. Paul calls it, Gal. i. 6---9. or ſ cl 


a Perverſion of the Geſpel of Chriſt, that if an) 


Man whatſoever, or an Angel from Ileus al 
ſhould preach it, I believe the great Apoſt: | 


would ſay, Let him be accurſed. 


Truly, Sir, reply'd Chariſtes, tho? I have 


learnt to attend with Reverence and Profit | 


upon the Labours of Miniſters who have 


had very different Sentiments upon many | 


Points in Chriſtianity, yet I think I ſhouid 


never encourage Men to ſet up for Miniſters 


of the Gaſpel, who renounce two of tlie | 
chief Doctrines for which a Goſpel Miniſtry 


ſeems to be inſtituted, who abandon two of 


the chief Mediums by which Sinners are in. 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 159 
vited and encouraged to repent and return to 
God, and who leave out of their Preaching 
the two chief Bleſſings for which Chriſt and 
the Spirit were reveaPd to the World, 1 
could never think it my Duty to give chem 
any Countenance in their Work; I could 
never ſay God ſpeed, left I ſhould be Partaker 

of their evil Deeds. Vet fince I am not an 
Apoſtle, I would not pronounce a Curſe up- 
on them, but I would pray for them with 
ſincere and hearty Addreſſes to the Mercy- 
Seat, that they might be taught better them- 
ſelves before they Þroceeded to teach others, _ 
left if the Blind lead the Blind thro? a falſe * 

Way, in the midſt of Day-light and Sun- 
beams and many Warnings, they frould both 


| fall into the Pit and periſh in their choſen 


Darkneſs. 

May the God bY, Light and Truth open 
the Eyes of all ſuch as go aſtray, guide them 
into the Paths of Grace and Peace, and in- 
cline them to ſubmit their Souls to his Con- 
duct in the Way to Happineſs ! May they be 
ſo wiſe as to take heed, that they reſiſt not 
any Degrees of Scriptural Light breaking in 
upon their Minds in their Searches after 
Knowledge, leſt they provoke God to aban- 


don them to their own Darknels for Ever. 
He is a jealous God, tender of the Honours 
and Offices of his Son, and of the Dignity 
of his bleſſed Spirit in his Divine Operations. 
Far be it from me in the midſt of my cha- 

ritable 
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160 The Sacrifice of Chriſt, &c. Sect. VIII. 
ritable Language, to hack any thing that 
ſhould encourage the dangerous Opinions of 


 Agrippa and his Diſciples : But I heartily 
lift up theſe Petitions for them, that the £001 


Spirit of God would ſhew them their Mi. 


takes, and recover them from every Snare 


of the Devil. May he releaſe their Souls from 


_ every criminal Prejudice, and guard thei: 
Enquiries from every dangerous Error, that 
being converted to the Faith of Jeſus, as our 
great Sacrifice of Atonement, and ſeeking 


and enjoying the ſanctifying Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, they may become honourable 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel in the peculiar ( 

ries of it, and being thus train'd up for ca- 
ven, may at laſt be poſſeſs'd of compicat 
Salvation | 


Theſe pious Wiſhes of Chariſtes w were pro. 


nounced with ſuch an Air of Devotion and 
_ Goodneſs, that all the Gentlemen preſent 


added their hearty Amen to them. Fervent:s 
was ſo much pleaſed with all his Diſcour!s 
and his agreeable Manner, that fince he 


found Char iſtes amidſt all his Charity main. 


tain'd a Zeal for the Truths of the Goſpe! 2 


he took a good liking to the Man, and e. 


treated further Acquaintance with him. Fler rt 
the Converſation ended, and the Company 
broke up with mutual Civilities. 
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7⁵ be added to Page 67, and to be inſerted 
Juſt before the Tour 925 Lines. 


OS EFORE Paulinus had proceeded 9 
8 Py, turther with his ſeveral Queries to 
95 5YJE Agrippa, Ferventio ſtopt him with 
= this Speech: “Sir, there is another 


e erroneous Senſe put upon the ſtrong and 
* plain Expreſſions of Scripture, concerning 
* Chriſt's making an Atonement or Propitiation ' 
«for Sin by bis Sufferings and Death : Dr. 
«* Whitby calls it a Socinign Gloſs, in his An- 


*«" notations on 1 Peter ii. 25. and repreſents 
“it in theſe W. ords ; they ſay, Chriſt 70% a- 


« way our Sins by his ow: Bech erucify'd upon 
* the Croſs, Procuring our Ablol 4105 from them 
& by his Sufferings; not that he underwent the 
„ Puniſhment ef our Tra e Ren it becaitſe 
% his voluntary Death prevailed wit 1 Cod to 
«give bim Power to objolve 2 bis Servnmts at 
| the laſt, and to Reward them with Eternal 
5 Glory, And T am told, faith Fer Ventlo, 
this Opinion grows much i in Vogue in our 
us, "both i in Preaching, in Wi riting and 
| © Converlation; and ſome P'eo Ps le are not 
* aſhamed to pronounce and defend it as tae 
* truzfl and juſteſt Senſe of thtſe Scriptural 


« Phraſes, tho they have not yet found out c 


Ce N 73 1 
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which are a 
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ec 106 agle Text in all the Bible where this is the 
« plain Meaning of any of thoſe Expreſſions. 
«© NOW, Sir, 7 would be glad to hear from 

* your Lips what are your belt Arguments to re. 

& futethis Socinian Gloſs as Dr. Whitby calls it.” 
I would fay. theſe thrge Things (anſwer'd 


Paulinus :) Firſt, It is very ſtrange that thi: 


mult be the true Senſe of theſe ſacrifical Phratc:. 
when this Senſe does not appear plainly in an, 
one Scripture. However if it muſt be ſo, jet 
it be Jo 1 in the Od Teſtament as well as 


the New; let there be ſome Shadow 5 Fi 


lound among the Levitical and Ty Ppical Sacri 
fices of TK ronie ment, as well as in eſis the 


ſubjtantial one; otherwiſe the Types and the 
Subſtance will have no likeneſs to one anoth; 


im thoſe very Actions and Circumſtance. 
whereby. Atonement for Sin is made, and 
ſcribed to both Type and Subſtar 
in the 3 Phraſes, Now let theſe Interpic 
ters tell me, which of the Sheep or the Goat: þ 


which of the Rams or the Bulls, that we 


facrificed to attone for Sin, ever receive. 
Power to abſolve Sinners, or ever were made 
Judges or Rewarders in any, Senſe, 

*Tis very, evident. that ſo far as this forced 
Senſe is introduced upon the Expreſſions ©: 
Chriſt bearing our Sins on ihe Croſs, and his 
making Atonement for Sin, fo far there is ail 
utter departure from the true and obvious 


Meaning of the ſame Expreſſions, when ap- 


ly'd to the Y ical Sacrifices; whereas 
tac Senf Which 1 have Wen, the ſame Ideas 


belong | 


{PP t M 
the belong both to the Jypica and the SubRtantial 
ns. | Atonement. Dr. J/hithy's Expoſition of the 


rom 24th and 25th Verſes of this Chapter ſufficient- 

Dre ly explain and confirm the true Meaning of 

it.” St. Peter's Language. 

er'd Heſides, let it be obſa ved inthe ſecond Place, 

this that the Scripture aſcribes this Atonement of 

ues. Ghrijt to the Office of his Prieſthood, to hs 

an Blood, and his Death as a Sacrifice, whereas 

let theſe miſtaken Interpreters aſcribe his taking 

8 150 away Sin, either to his Dec rine as 2 Prophet. 

f 1; which has been before anſwered, or in this 

erl. preſent Senſe ta his Roval Power of Forgive- | 
the neſs as a King, without ever conlidering that q 
the theBeaſts which were made atoning Sacrifices | 

tier afford us no Shadow of Chriſt's taking away 

ces, Sin by his prophencal or his kingly Office, but 

and only by his Prigſthocd and Sacrifice : Nor is 

% there any other way, beſides that which Ihave 

Dre maintained, to make the Scriptures of Truth 

ate, abide in any happy Harmony, or the Type | 

rere and the Subſtance to agree. | 

ve. Paulinus. added yet further, I would f 

ade gain in the hid Place, Would the Yo: nf i 

whom. the Golpel of. a crucified Chriſt was | 

ce firſt preached in the Days of the Apoſtles have | 
0¹ underſtood theſe Phraſes of taking. away Sin 

his by. Sacrifice, or making Alonement for sin in | 

a this Sacinian Senſe ? And ſurely this Goſpel 


Ot! was preached and written by the Apoſtles in 
ap- ſuch Expreſſions, as the Jes might readily 
in and eaſily underſtand : Surely they would ſo 
| expreſs their Doctrine as that their Hearers in 


TAE 


v.43. 
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obvious Senſe of the Words as they were ſed 


nb 


FJudea ſhould receive the moſt common an 


in their Nation; otherwiſe the Goſpel ul 
be hidden and loſt to them. 

Again, let us enquite of the Heathins among 
whom the Apoſtles preached this Goſpel, an 
who had been uſed to Sacrifices and Atone- 


ments; let us ask of them, whether they would 


e en thoſe ſacrifical Phraſes inthis ſtrang 


Senſe? Would they ever imagine that their 


Sins were atoned for by the Death of Chrij, 
merely becauſe God the Father was fo we! 


pleaſed with his Submiſſion to Death (for whic' 


Death they yet give no ſifficient Reaſon) tha 


he raiſed him to Life again, and gave him 
Power to forgive the Sins of Men? Was thi: 
their Meaning of Atonement when they ſpoke 
ofand practiſed their own making Atonement 
to their Gods for Sin by the Sacrifice either of 
Beaſts or Men? And why ſhould this be ſup- 
poſed to be the Senſe of the Apoſtles in preach- 
ing the Goſpel which neither. Jeres nor Hes. 
615 uſed, and which neither of them would 
readily underſtand ? > AP, v 

There is no Chriſtian denies this. Truth, that 
God did raiſe Chrift from the Dead, and give 


Lim Power 16 forgive Sins; but this is not © the 


Meaning of his Atoning for Sin, which is ever 


_aſcribed to his Blood and Death, but never to 


his Life and Kingdom. It was: after be had purg- 


ed away Sins by himſelf, 1. e. by the Sacrifice cf 


himſelf, Heb. ix. 26. that he ſat down on the 


I Right Hand of the Majeſty on high, and re- 
7 ewes his om. and Four. He 33. 


— — N : x e Nene * * 3 — err Nen wN *08 r * Te 
p * * We : 

: 7 l . 1 N N 

* : * * ' 


8 3 15 
” 7 
* # '' 
1 
} 1 
Att „ 
. a 2 \ 
WR hb 9 
1 „ * 
3 
* 1 
1 "© bh 
ds ts Ar L 
1 1 * 1 4 
4 50 N 


10 
5 
1 7 3 
18 1 
R 9 
C./ * 
* 
£2} y* 
\ j : 
». 4 £ 


=y 


— 


„ —— OE . 


* 


ee 4 4 e 


N 
ww 


4 IF) . : p 5 | 3% 8 alk 9c” 
oy : N 8 
4 1 xl cds A 4% wp * 


2% 12 


